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quid, aut etiam ſententiam, cum ſancto Dei verbo pugnantem, his 52 
animadverterit, ut pro ſua humanitate, 2 ogue eo amore, quo Chriſtum | * 

Chriſtique gregem proſequitur, nos per literas admoneat : id qui ſece- Je © Wa 

rit, ſancte ei repromittimus, nos eidem, aut ex ore Dei, hoc eſt, ex ca. A 

 facrge ſeripturae oraculo ſatisfacturos, aut quod ſecus a nobis dictum 

demonſtraverit, emendaturos. Praef. ad Confel. Scotic. 


« But ſuch is the Nature of Fleſh, it will be wiſe, and have a Stroke 
„jn God's Doings; yea, how wilfully it cauſeth Man to main- 
© tain his own Fantaſies, is manifeſt to them which have | 
« uſed the antient Records of the Church. Seeing, there Now, ” 
« God's Word doth approve it, Antiquity beareth Witneſs 
thereof, and the beſt reformed Churches have received the 
« ſame, no Man can reprove it, except he will contemn God? 


s 


Word, deſpiſe Antiquity, and utterly condemn the godly re- 
a formed Churches. Pref. to «oo * Com. Order, 
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HILE many are complaining of the Janguiſhing 
State of real Religion, does it not give you ſome 
Sort of Relief, to ſee fo fair an Attempt towards 
the Revival of it, in that likely Mean juſt now pro- 

poſed by the Synod of Glaſgow, in their Overture about frequent 
Communicating ? | | | | 

This is, in itſelf, a Deſign very important; and which, if car- 
ried into Execution, may, through the divine Bleſſing, be attend- 
ed with many good Conſequences, To contribute my little Share, 
to help forward what hath both my Approbation and good Wiſhes; 
you have this preſent Trouble: If you are ſurprized I ſhould 
give you ſo much, upon a Subject, which, among all who ever 
ooked into what is called Learning in Divinity, is inconteſted; 
and in which the moſt ignorant among us have been fo far in- 
ſtructed, that, at Sacraments, all Sorts of Miniſters have been in 
Uſe to inform them, That the Primitive Chriſtians did commu- 
« nicate often, nay, every Lord's Day;“ my ohly and true A- 
pology is, That having obſerved, among our heedleſs and ſelf- 

. deceiving Race, the reviving a known, acknowleged, bur long ne- 
glected Part of Duty, to be a Matter of no leſs Difficulty, than 
is the bringing them into the Subjection of what is new, and 
heretofore undiſcovered, I conclude, that Pains and Excitement . 
are no leſs needful in the one than in the other Caſe. The firſt. 
may be likened to Recovery from a Conſumption ; the laſt, to the 
Beginnings of a weak Life; in the laſt, however, the Hopes of ar- 
riving at Vigour are generally better founded than in the firſt. In 
the one Caſe, Habit and the Prejudice of Cuſtom prevail againſt 
neglected Truth. Curioſity and Novelty, interwoven with our 
Nature, N forward in the other. If in either, any good De- 
gree of Conformity to our Duty is arrived at, it is from God; a 
but, in the one, the knowing theſe Things, and not doing them, may 
juſtly occaſion the Lord's not granting his Spirit, to invigorate 
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to Life; whereas that Provocation not being in the other, he may 
wiſely make this ſame Spirit of Curioſity and Novelty become 
ſubſervient to carry forward more valuable Purpoſes: Wein 
this Nation, I think, are but too evidently in the Caſe of the 
Conſumption, as to the frequent remembering of our Lord's Death 
in his Supper. Long have we had the Truth about it with us; 
long have we acknowleged it; and long have we had the Means 
of yielding to it in our own Hands; but hitherto have leſs, much 
leſs, ſubmitted to it than we ought; yet, after all, what can we 

expect will prevail? the Truth ſurely; it is the Force of Truth 
only can have that Influence; where Truth is, the Spirit is pro- 
miſed to be; and Truth, in the Hand of the Spirit, can fa 
bring Men, over all Prejudices and Cuſtoms, into Chriſtian Sub- 
jection. Diligence in declaring the Truth, being our Duty to- 
wards it, and the Way wherein we may beſt expect it will pro- 
per in our Hands to the Purpofes for which it is given; and 
this being, as I Judge, a proper Seaſon for inſiſting on what is 
Truth on this Subject, ſuch of it, therefore, as I have found, and | 
ſuch Perſuaſion upon it as I can uſe, I have ſent unto you, flat- 
tering myſelf, that what I ſhall ſay, will either beget in you 
ſtronger Impreſſions about the Daty of frequent Communicating, 
or excite you to a ſtricter Inquiry yourſelf into this Matter: 
for, wherein I think it may be ſafely promiſed, you ſhall not only 
- have that Satisfaction which ever attends the Diſcovery of Truth, | 
and that Firmneſs of Perſuaſion, the native Fruit of exacter Exa- = 
mination, but that Binding of Heart alſo, to endeavour what you 
can to bring the Propoſal to bear, not only becauſe it is reaſon- 
able, but, which of all Motives is the ſtrongeſt to a Chriſtian, 
becauſe it is the Will of Chriſt; and, in that Event, neither you 
nor 1 ſhall be diſpleaſed at the Trouble this long Letter will 
give us. | 
The firſt Queſtion, then, that naturally occurs, to one inquir- | 
ing how often Chriſtians ſhould eat the Lord's Supper, is, What > 
bath Chriſt himſelf, who made the Inſtitution, ſaid about it? | 
* or what Directions hath the Holy Spirit given, who revealed the 
Mind of Chriſt to his Church after he was aſcended? As to this, 
in the firſt Place, we find the Words of Jeſus Chriſt in the Evan- 
geliſts; we ſhall take them from Luke xxii. 15. eſis ſaid unto | 
them, with Deſire have I deſired to eat this Paſſover with you be- | 
fore J juffer; and then, in a folemn Way, inſtituting the Sup- | 
per, he faid, Do this in Remembrance of me; adding, as in Matth. | 
xxvi. 29. But 1 ſay unto you, I will not drink henceforth of the | 
Fruit of the Vine until that Day, when I drink it new with you in | 
Fo my Father's Kingdom. Theſe Paſſages, you will acknowlege, Dear 
Sir, cannot be read without obſerving, that as the Death of car 
F > Lad, 
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Lord, whereby he was to redeem his. Brethren, was much de- 
fired, and longed for by him, before he ſuffered it, ſo was the 
Inſtitution of the Memorial of that Death by Bread and Wine 
much upon his Heart alſo. * Nor is this to be looked upon as a 
contemptible Circumſtance between Chriſt and his People in the 
World; for by this are they to keep up the Remembrance of his 
Love in dying for them, among themſelves, and hereby are they 
to ſhew him forth as crucified among Men; and that during all 
the Time of his Abſence from them, even till he come again; 
and this Action, and Chriſt's inſtituting of it, appears to be the 
more important in his own Eye, and calls for the greater At- 
tention to it from his People; becauſe of the above-mentioned 
moſt gracious Promiſe, which, according to my Apprehenſion, he 
annexes to the Obſervation of it; I will not henceforth drink of 
the Fruit of the Vine, until that Day that I drink it new with you 
in my Kingdom. For what Interpretation can be ſo natural to 
theſe Words as this, that as Chriſt, according to all the Evan- 
geliſts who narrate this Matter, added theſe Words to the Inſti- 
tution of his Supper, ſa he meant them as a Promiſe, that he would 
not forget his Friends when in his Kingdom, but would give them 
the new Joy of it, in their being engaged in this Action, which 
in ſo peculiar a Manner belonged to it; and every other and Aſter- 
circumſtance, indeed, leads to this Meaning. Chriſt himſelf, as 
far as relates to hjs own Perſon, certainly drank of the new Wine 
of his Kingdom, when, upon his Aſeiſion, he received the Foy 
ſet before him, in his enduring the Croſs, and when, as the Phraſes 
are in the Parallel Place in Luke, It was fulfilled in the Kingdom, 
and the Kingdom of God. did come; and he, doubtleſs, in like 
Manner, made his Diſciples taſte of that fame new Wine“, in 
ſhedding forth into their Hearts the Holy Ghoſt, Acts ii. 33. 
not only to enable them to work Wonders, but alſo to 
give them Joy, according ta his promiſed Name, the Com- 
| forter, And what was the Comfort, which, as proceeding from 
| 13 Chriſt, 
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* The diſciples, we find, were laughed to ſcorn under this very ſimili- 
tude, when the Holy Ghoſt came down upon them, Acts ii. 13. Others, mock- 
ing, ſaid, theſe men are filled with new wine; even as the Lord himſelf was 
once derided ; He ſaved others, himſelf be cannot ſave, In both laden, the 
truth was expreſſed in the derifion z Chriſt was ſaving others, and for that 
reaſon, could not ſave himſelf with that ſort of ſalvation, by coming down 

From the croſs; and the diſciples here too were truly filled with the glorious 
wine of their Lord's kingdom, even the Holy Ghoſt in his power and 
| eonſolations ; while their enemies were ridiculing them under that fGimilitude 


God thereby, in his abundant grace and wiſdom, over-ruling and conveying 
| | | | a rev 
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Chriſt, the Spirit gave them, but that which the Lord's People 
never had before, even the new Joy, not of à promiſed, but 
of a finiſhed, Redemption? whereof now they had Aſſurance 
from the Father, by the Reſurrection of Chriſt from the Dead, 
and his giving him Glory, that their Faith and Hope might be in 
God. This was no other, could be no other, than the new Wine 

of the Kingdom, and that which ſhall be in the Kingdom to Eter- 
nity. In having Chriſt, the Saints are poſſeſſed of the great new 

Thing the Lord was to create on the Earth, Fer, xxxi. 22. and 
1 Cor. ii. 7, etc. The other new Things, as Acceſs, Conformity 
to him, and Songs, Rev. i. 5, 6. chap. v. 9, 10. 1 John iii. 1.— 
which ſhall be enjoyed in Heaven for ever, as they are begun on 
Earth, and ſo not altogether new; ſo have they all their Founda- 

5 tion in hat is already revealed to the Saints, even Chriſt in then 
the Hope of ſuch Glory: and the Comfort of this, by the Spirit, 
is the new Wine of the Kingdom of God. —If then the Conſola- 
tions of the Spirit, in the finiſhed Redemption of Chriſt, be #he 
new Wine of the Kingdom, as it certainly is, and F it is now ful- 
filled in the Kingdom, and who will fay it is not? then is this Paſ- 

\ fage, connected by the Lord, as we have ſeen, with his Supper, a 
noble Promiſe of his Preſence with his People therein, and by 
him fulfilled to them, whenever in that Action, he /ups with them, 

and they with him. | IRA 7 

And from what is ſaid, is the following an unjuſt Inference ? 
that when, in our great Salvation, the Fedeemer himſelf. in the 
much to be remembered Night of his entering on his Sufferings, 
calls thoſe, whom he hath loved to Death, to remember him, and 
that Death, by which he ranſoms them, by a public Action before 
the World, promiſing his Preſence in their ſo doing. It might be 
expected, that all who are, or defire to be under fo high an Obliga-- 
tion to him as Redemption, would be very punctual in obeying his 
Command in that Matter, and in attending to all the Circumſtances 
he hath preſcribed. in it. and particularly, as to the Frequency, that 
the Inquiry among the Redeemer's Friends would rather be, How 

| often would the Maſter have us to remember him among ourſelves, 

| | and glory in his Croſs before. Men, by ſhewing forth his Death in 

| his Supper? How often would he fulfil the promiſed Bleſſing of 
bis Preſence in that Action to us, rather than how /eldem? 550 
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a remedy and fupport to the hearts of his own, even the woman's ſeed, againſt 
the cruel mockings, that venom of the Serpent, and bis ſeed, in the very man- 
ner of their throwing it out againſt his people; ſo, Rill fulfilling what was 
aid at the beginning, Thar the Serpent can, only bruiſe the beel, I. e. cannot 
© © xiſe'ts the vitals, gan only touch the outward and loweſt parts, N 
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5 1 
which of theſe two moſt becomes our Reaſon vs. Men, ons Oli 
gations as Qhriſtians, or our Duty as Servants, is ſubmitted tp eve · 


ry unbiaſſed Ming, to every undefiled Conſcience to determine. 


Thus then we ſee, that the Lord Jeſus, before he died, ap- 
inted his Supper as a Memorial of him, which Chriſtjans are 
2d by every Tie, and every Encouragement to honour and re- 
member him in; but how often ar how ſeldom they were to do 
this, is what it doth not appear from any of the Evangeliſt, the 
Lord while on Earth left any Injunctions to his Followers about; 
yet were they not long under any Uncertainty in this Particular: 
There were many Things, you know, which Jeſug Chriſt, for - 
wiſe Reaſons, did not tell his Diſciples while he was yet with 
them, but left to the Revelation of his Spirit, who, ſor this a- 
mongſt other Ends, was to come to them, that he might lead 
them into all Truth, and ſettle all Things concerning his Church. 
He actually did fo: He came and fulfilled that End, and re- 
vealed the mind of Chriſt to\his Diſciples; and we ſee how the 
Perſons, in whom he was, ſpeak concerning every Direction, eve- 
ry Determination they gave. abgut the Cuſtoms of Churches. 
1 Gor. xiv. 37. Ham Man think bimſelf to be a Prophet or ſpiritual, 
let him achnowlege, that the Things that I write unto-yau are the 
Commandments of the Lord. To apply this to the preſent Sub- 
jet, we find that one of the rl Things the Spirit led the 
Apoſtles and the Believers in Chriſt to, was a frequent, if not 
daily, Remembrance of the Lord in his Supper. This clearly ap- 
pears from that noted Place, Acts ii. 42. Hoav dd e 6 
Ty Heli 7% dpre, T hey continued ſtedfaſtly in the ions of Bread. 
You ſee-this Tranſlation riſes not beyond the Emphaſis of the ori- 
ginal Expreſſion, that the © inſiſting with Zeal and Perſeyerance 
© in that Dyty,” are the Ideas which fill your Mind when the 
Greek Words are repeated.— If then the Example or the Cuſtoms 


which the Apoſtles of Chriſt taught the Church be the Com- 


mandments of the Lord, the Queſtion is, how we in Scatiand 
are obeying this Command, or, how our baving the Lord's Sup- 
per once yearly can reconcile. with opagrapreperris—TH KAQGE v 
den:? As it cannot eſcape Obſervation, io it makes the Matter 
more remarkable, that the ſame Perſeverance is applied in this 
Place to Doctrine (preaching it, no Doubt) and Prayers, as is 
to breaking of Bread. But would he who among us can fit ea- 


ſieſt down under the unfrequent Adminiſtrations of the Supper 
allow, that a Church could be ſaid to have any reaſonable Con- 
formity to the apoſtolic Practice here deſcribed in Prayers and 
Dittrins, if there was not in it a more frequent Acceſs to theſe 
laſt mentioned Duties, than there is, by every Stretch, to the 
breaking of Bread, to the moſt willing Mind with us? And how 
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ve com to make ſuch a Difference between our Practice as to this, 
and the reſt of theſe Duties, is what I would willingly hear a good 
Reaſon for. That one that is given about the Difference of theSpi- 
rit's Influences between the Time of Pentecoſt and theſe latter Days, 
Iſnall hereaſter conſider at large, not to interrupt the preſent Deſign 
of bringing together what the Scripture ſays on this Subject by 
too long a Digreſſion. In the mean Time, think you not, it may 
be warrantably faid, that in this Paſſage there is apoſtolic, in- 
fpired — for Chriſtians continuing ſtedfaſtly in the break - 
ing of Bread ? —- As much fo, as for continuing ſtedfaſtly in 
Preaching or Prayers in Chriftian Aſſemblies And that thoſe 
who would make this Text an Argument, and where ſhall they 
find a better, for not negleHing theſe laſt every Sabbath Day, 
muſt either yield that it is as ſtrong for the not neglecting the 
firſt alſo, or elſe ſhew ſome other Paſſage of equal Authority, 
mak ing an Exception of this from the others as leſs neceffary for 
Chriſtians to be habitual and conſtant in. But as this, ſup- 


' 
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Pole, will be given up as'impaſſible, what can we de but adhere 
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to the above Concluſion from itt: 
But if any, through Prejudice, were ſtill to inſiſt, that this 


was an extraordinary Seaſon and Example, what will they al- 
lege againſt what we find in Acts xx. J. as 4 Scripture Example 
for communicating every Lord's Day, as well as for pray ing or 


er the Apoſtle's Doctrine upon it? For here it cannot 
ſaid the Time was at the famous Pentecoſt, when it was 25 
Years after it (it was Anno 58 Paul was at Troas ; )— not that 


the Place was 7eru/alem, out of which the Rod of God's Strength 
was to come, on Chriſt's being ſet at the Father's Right-hand, 
when it is Troas, no very conſiderable City in leſſer Aſia ; — 


nor that the Practice was found among the Apoſtles aſſembled at 
the great Effuſion of the Spirit, when it is found among Chri- 
ſtians having his Grace without his Gifts, that we know of, in 
any remarkable Way, or more remarkably than any other 
Church; — nor that this was at a remarkable Feaſt, when it was 
certainly on an ordinary Sabbath, as you ſee by the Context *. 
For the Deſcription is thus, Ver. 7. And on the firſt Day of the 
Week, when the Diſciples came together to break Bread, Paul 
preached, etc.— And who can look on this Place without diſcern- 
ing, that as breaking of Bread was the principal, ſo was it the 
ordinary Service of the Day, and the very Intention of the ve 


* Pan! had ſtayed at Philippi during the days of unleavened bread, in five 
days from thence he came to Troas, and that being on Monday, he waited 
ſeven days, till the ſtated time for the Lord's Supper, even the firſt day of the 
week ſhould come, 4 . 
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ſlians coming together? That they were not ſo much gathered 


to hear the Apoſtle preach, (though, no Doubt, they would have 


otherwiſe been aſſembled for that End before he had d E 


as probable he was not idle that Week, but, according to his 
Cuſtom, employed in exhorting from Houſe to Houſe,) as that 
being gathered to obey the Lord in breaking of Bread, he took 
the Opportunity, and preached unto them. This I think a fair 
Repreſentation. of this Text ; and what the fair Inference from it 
is, I leave. you to make. grit 11. M n 

I would. add, that the more you attend to the Paſſages : which 
relate to this Matter in the New Teſtament, the more {ball you 
be perſuaded, and not the leſs, if you attend to the Expreſſions 


in the Original, that this was truly the Intention of the Chriſtians 


in coming together on the Sabbath Days: For Example, when 
you remember the Uſe that theſe Phraſes, coming together, and 
into one Place, are applied to in the Scriptures; can you read the 
remarkable Paſſage in 1 Cor. xi. without obſerving the firſt Day 
of the Week as an ordinary Time of meeting 2 the End of 
breaking of Bread in that Church ?— The Apoſtle reproving their 
Diviſions and Abuſes on the Subject of - Ea, Pa Ver. 20. 
When yay come gogether into one Place, this is not (as you preſent- 
ly behave, tho you mean it) e cat the Lord's Supper. And 
then ſhewing the Difference bet ween that and the other Suppers, 
by K the Inſtitution, as he had received it from Chriſt 
himſelf, he adds, in Ver, 33. #herefore, my Brethren, uben ye 
come together to eat (i. e. the Lord's Supper) tarry one fur another. 
Here is no Reproof, you ſee, to the Corinthians for coming to- 
gether into one Place, according to their profeſſed Deſign, to eat 
the Lord's Supper; nor any Infinuation as if he wiſhed them 
to meet ſeldomer for that End. But ſuppoſing that to do this 
was the very End of their being gathered together into one Place, 
on the firſt Day of the Week, — and that this End was right, if 
they purſued it lawfully, he only corrects the Abuſes which, from 
other Suppers being. blended with it, bad crept in among them.— 
This laid together, makes it, I think, as evident, that the Chri- 
ſtians ordinarily met together on every Sabbath Day to break 
Bread at Corinth, as the former Paſſage was clear in declaring, 
that for that End the Chriſtians were gathered together on the 
firſt Day of the Week at Troas.— 5 8 
And having once this Key, we may not only obſerve other 
Places of the New Teſtament agreeable to, but a Confirmation 
of what is now repreſented: Does not the Paſſage in 1 Cor. x. 
16, etc. in that Chapter where it is faid, % Gup of Bleſſing 
which we bleſs, is it not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? the 
Bread which we break, is it not the Communion of the 850 
| . N 7 
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Chriſt s etc lobk the fame Way? The Tenſes, you ſee, are 
all preſent; which makes the Ordinance here deſcribed appear, a 
diſtinguiſtiing indeed, but at the ſame Time an ordinary, rather 
than an unuſual Action in the Churches of Chriſt.— And in the 
Diſcipline deſeribed in 1 Cor. v. penult, and concluded thus, 
and with ſuch an one, no not to eat, does not the whole Context 

; he is addreſſing them here not as private Perſons but as a 
Church) and this Excluſion ſhew, that it was from the ordinary 


Privileges of Chriſtians that the ſuppoſed Backſliders, Ver. 11. 


were to be kept back ? 1 
Bieſdte I have done with this Part of the Subject, which relates 
to the Scriptures, there is one farther Obſervation you muſt in- 
dulge my making to you; the Thing ſtruck myſelf a little, and 
we are ſuch ſtrange Sort of Creatures, that we generally think 
what appears juſt to us, will, ot ſhould appear, fo to others. — 
It was formerly taken Notice of, that from the Relation of the 
Inſtitution of this Ordinance by the three Evangeliſts who re- 
corded it, it does not appear, that our Lord ſp6ke any Thing 
about the Frequency of it: It is indeed the ſame Thing to the 
Churches, when the Spitit, as was obſerved, proceeding from 
the Lord Jeſus, knowing his Mind, and agreeing in one with 
him in it, led them to à frequent Communion. in that-Ordmance 
as his Will; yet this hinders not what now is to be mentioned 
as coming from the Lord himfelf, after he was glorified, from 
being a beautiful Confirmation of the ſame Thing, ſuppoſing the 
Remark welt founded ; both the one and the other making the 
Frequeney of this Ordinance: rather more the undiſputed Duty 
of Chriftians.— Tho” then, as we have ſaid, Chtiſt, in inftituting 
this Supper on Earth, fpoke flot of his Difciples being often or 
ſeldom engaged in it, yet, as Paul relates his receiving it from 
the Lord, there is this Mention of it, 1 Cor. xi. Ar off as ye 
Brink of it. Now, we can gueſs pretty nearly when Paul heard 
this, and all his Wiſdom in the Goſpel, from Chriſt : Compare 
1 Cor. xi. 23. with Gal. i. 11,—17, He was converted, you 
know, the ſecond Year after Chriſt's Death; and it is agreed he 
received net the Revelation, deſcribed Gal. i. of which that 
Particular, mentioned 1 C. Xi. 23. is a Part, at that Time. 
For Anunias told him, As xxii. 14. he Should afterwards know 
his Will, and ſee that juſt one, and ſbould hear tht Voice of his 
Meath © As the Fulfilment of whic Prophecy, Paul immedi. 
ately adds, Ver. 17. When he come ag ain (that is, the ſecond 
Time) to Feruſalem, he had u Trance in the Temple: This, we 
know, was 14 Years before he wrote the ſecond Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, Chap. xii. of that Epiſtle, which being Anno 58. 
makes that Trance; and Paul's receiving his Apoſtleſhip, and 
| his 
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bi Wiſchm ſor it, end his hearing Things unutterable, to haue 


n Aue 44. which was eleven Years after Chriſt's, Aſcenſian 
and Glory Se Benſon on. the Blzce, What I would obſerve 
then from: Yhis is, that the Lord bimfelf, gleven Years after he 
had been in Glory, delivering his Will t9/Pay/, about this Ordi- 
nance of the: Supper, and therein mentioning the-Erequency of 
it, which he bad nat done formerly, mult have a Reſpect io that 
Frequency which he knew was, and had. been among his Diſ- 
ciples fax ſo many Tears. And as the Circumſtance of the Time 
daes got make this Mention, of Frequency by the Lard Jeſus leſs 
reparkable, nor argue the leſF Approbation of it, ſa the Inge- 
ſiniteneſa of the Ex preſſion, 41 t, in fair Conſtructidn, mult ra- 
ther be underſtood to point out bis not rebuking that more ſro- 
quent ogcafional remerabering him on chis Ordinance, which he 
knew was among his People an ether. Pays * beſides bis own.Day, 
than an allowance to them to negle& that ſtated Time, and to 
obey, that Command as ſeldom. as they pleaſed, which you know 
is. put c often the injudioious Meaning put by many on this 
Fxprgllipnog+ Tell me, Near Sir, if I have ſtrained in this Ob- 
ſervgtion, or if we bave not in this, pręity clearly from the 
Lord's own Maufb, many Years after he-was glorified, his Ap- 
probation. of. what was then the Practice of his Churches, the 
remembering him in his $ypper every Lardis Day at leaſt. —— 
Hye we the Centres then received a new Apoſtle from Heaven 
(enge gur great; one, Paul, heard this from Chriſt in the third 
Heayens, and which, as from him, he delivered unto us,) telling 


us, the Men af theſe latter Ages, that it is as agreeable unto 


Jeſus Chriſt, that he ſhould be naw- ſeldom, as it was heretofare, 
that he ſhould be often remembered by his Diſciples in bis Sup- 
per !—— Or, by what, Authority is this Alteration made in the 
Worſhip, and Church of Chriſt? ſor an Alteration. beyond all 


Perad venture it is. Ge 11 5 
Whatever Way then one turns himſelf in this Argument, from 


Scxipture he finds nothing but a Direction to Frequency in this 
Orginange thereby. If we think of it in the View wherein 
Chriſk.inſituted it, as the Memorial of him, and his finiſhed Redem- 
ption, and compare it with his other Appaintments for that ſame 
End, ſuch as the Sabbath Day itſelf, the Miniſtry of the Word 
in Preaching or Prayer, the Intention af all which are evidently 
the ſame with this Ordinance 5 the Supper, namely, to repreſent 


That the firſt Obriftians received the Lord's ſupper oftener than on the 
Lord's day, is knpwn and acknowleged by all learned men, and will appear 
by ſeveral citations' (among many other proofs which might be brought) 1 
mall have occafion to make afterwards, — fo 


— 12 J 
er attain the ſame Salvation, and the Experience of that Grace 
which, in this Life, is the Beginning of it —We ſhall find the 
like Reaſons for continuing with equal Stedfaltneſs in them all.— 
Or if any think, that in the Lord's Supper there is à more lively 
Repreſentation, or more remarkable Sealing to be expected, by 
the Spirit, of the Bleſſings of Salvation, on the Souls of Believ- 
ers, than in the other Means of Grace, is not the Inference pre- 
poſterous, therefore we ſhould be leſs frequently engaged in it: 
And if the Reaſon for being oft engaged in this Duty, in a Com- 
pariſon with the other Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity, is looked for 
in the Scripture in the Way of Authority and Command, how will 
the Argument ſtand ?— Do we not find the ſame Foundation in 
this View, for Communion, as for Pteaching every Lord's Day ? 
nay, as for the religious Obſervation of that Day itſelf? We 
ſee for the one, inſpired Practice, Actt xx. 7. 1 Cor. xiv. 23,— 
25. and other ſuch places: And for the other, that ſame Acts 
xx. 7. 1 Cor. xvi. 2. And we think, that in theſe we vindicate 
well the change of the Sabbath Day, and the ſanctifying of it 
for holy Purpoſes, againſt Oppoſers; reckoning them defective 
in their Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, if not living in Oppoſition to 
its Spirit and Rules, who act not accordingly; but, can we feel 
the Force of a Lau ſo ſtrongly in the one Caſe, and does it make ſo 
ſlender Impreſſions upon us in the other? Why it ſhould be thus, 
is not ſo eaſy, it may be, to tell, when confeſſedly no Argument 
can be formed from theſe Places for the one, that is not of equal 
Force at leaſt for the other. From what has been ſaid then, 
is it not plain, that the whole Spirit, Law, and Practice, we can 
find in the Scripture, runs towards frequent Communicating ? that 


on every Sabbath Day, Chriſtians, at firſt, thus approached, thus 


worſhipped the Lord, thus had Communion with him, and with 


one another ?—— And I ſhould now proceed to call to your Re- 


memberance other Thingy giving Light to this Matter, if I were | 


not bound, by Promiſe, in the firſt Place, to conſider an Obje- 
ction againſt this Practice, or rather an Apology, why we, the 
Chriſtians of latter Ages, are nat in the ſame Way with the firſt 


Chriſtians in it.— I had in ſpeaking, you will remember, p. 7, 8. 


on Act. ii. 42. obſerved, that if there was a Reaſon from the in- 
ſpired Practice there deſcribed, for our continuing every Lord's 

Day in Preaching and Prayers, there was alſo one for the ſame 
Conſtancy in the Lord's Supper, and ſaid, that I would afterwards 

conſider that Ground which was given for the Difference of the 
Chriſtians Practice in theſe Days, from that of their antient Bre- 
'thren, as alleged to flow from the more diſtinguiſhing Influences 
of the Spirit that were at that Time of Pentecoſt, than are experi- 

enced in theſe latter Days, Suffer me now a little to examine 
| . | this, 
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this. It is often then repreſented, that the Time whereof Acts ii, 


42. is a Deſcription, was an extraordinary Seaſon of the Spirit's 
Effufion ; that the Apoſtles and Chriſtians were full of him, and 
were therefore more fitted for a frequent Engagement in the ſo- 
lemn Action of the Supper than we now are, and therefore we are 
or may be ſeldomer ſo employed: But, can you be a Moment 
in diſcerning in this Obſervation leſs Conlideration than you 
would. wiſh to find in the good Men that make it, and in the 
humble good Meaning they ſeem to expreſs in it? For, 

1/7, Does it not ſeem, that Ideas entirely diſtinct are here 
jumbled together, in Part at leaſt occaſioning a Miſtake in thoſe 
who make or depend upon the Obſervation ?- The Time of Pen- 
tecoſt was indeed extraordinary for the Spirit's Effuſion, but how? 
for the Signs and Wonders, no Doubt; in the working of which, 
by the. Apoſtles and other Chriſtians, the Holy Ghoſt appeared 
2 poured down; but if this be at all included in the 
Notion of the Spirit's extraordinary Effuſion, as occaſioning or 
being a Reaſon for a more frequent Engagement in the Lord's 
Supper, the Connection is not good, as we know theſe Giſts in 
themſelves give not Fitneſs for it; and, many who had them of 


old in Fact, had not that which truly conſtitutes the Title to that 


Ordinance, Compare Luke xiii. 26. with Matth. vii. 22. Ma- 


ny ſhall ſay unto me in that Day, Have we not 5 in thy 
Name ? and in thy Name caſt out Devils? and in t 


7 Name done 
many wonderful Mors? And then will I profeſs unto them, I ne- 
ver knew you : Depart, etc. So that in ſo far there may be an 
Error in that Repreſentation, as the extraordinary Gifts of the 


Spirit are connected in our Thoughts, as a Reaſon for the Fre- 


quency of this Ordinance. But, | 
2dly, If the Effuſion of the Spirit meant at Pentecoſt, in the 

above Repreſentation, be that which we call his more ordinafy 

Influences (in the Uſe of which Expreſſion, we will do well not 


to diminiſh, in our Thoughts, the Value of theſe his Works 


included in it as diſtinguiſhed from the former, as in Truth they 
are the more valuable and important of the two, Luke x. 203) as to 
ſuch however, we would ſay, that as in every Reſpect, ſurely the 
Effuſion of this Sort about the Time of Pentecoſt was very great, 
according to the Prophecy concerning Chriſt and that Time, P/al. 


cx. 1,3. fo probably, for the Numbers wrought upon by the 


Spirit, as well as the Degree of Conſolation afforded then, ſuch a 


remarkable Down- pouring, at one Place and Time, may not be 


again vouchſafed till Chriſt ſhall come, as ſo many Thouſands 
were then converted, and Multitudes of them ſuch as had cruci- 


fied the Lord of Glory, or conſented to that awful Deed, as well 


as rejected the Goſpel in his Mouth, — Yet when this is 2 
4/4 | B 2 Ee. = 
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if it were conſidered, that a ke Effuſibn of the Holy Choft for 
Power, muſt be, and is, in every Inſtance, of the thoufand Times 
ten thouſand, and thouſand of thouſands, who, in Virtue of the 
Oath of God annexed to the fore mentioned 1 Pal. ex. 

4. are to be born again, comforted, and ſtrengthened in the 
Ages to come, as was in the Called in and after Peutecaſt.— 
that this Effuſion and Grace of the Spirit is to be in all Gene- 


rations expected, in the Uſe of theſe very Means mentioned, Ads 
ii. 42. whereof the Supper is one ;— that atfirally this Grace of 


the Spirit hath been ſince diſpenſed to vaſtly greater Numbers, if 
not to as high Degrees of Strength and Conſolation, and that b 

theſe very Means, tho? at different Tirries, as was at'the glbri- 
ous Days of Pentecoſt ;— that all ' the Work of the Spirit is as 
needſul to the laſt as to the firſt Called; - made fare ts them tob 
by the ſame Word of Promiſe, while the Love and the Care of 


the merciful High-Prieſt for his own is not diminiſhed, but is 


ever ready to be manifeſted, in a ſuitable, ſeaſonable, and all- 
ſufficient Supply to all their Wants, in the appointed and 174 
miſed Way to the End, as it was at the Beginning. Hf fach 
Things, I ſay, were attended to, more Caution, I believe, would 
be uſed, in 10 magnifying the Down- pouring of the Spirit at any 
one Time, as to make the Hands hang dbun, and the Knees feeble, 
and to diſcourage any Chriſtian in any Age of the Lord's Long- 
ſuffering, and preparing his Vellels'of Mercy for Glory, from ex- 

ing any Meaſure of the Grace of the Spirit aſked and needful. 

he Ground of this complaining Obſervation, then, about the 
greater Effuſion of the Spirit of Grace at Pentecoſt, than is now to 
be expected, is not altogether ſo juſt, nor the Application of it, 


in the yon: Inſtance, ſo happy; for would not the Reaſoning = 


be exacter, and more ſcriptural, thus, That ſuppoſing once our 
2 Chriſtianity. inſtead of abſtaining from the habirual Ufe of any 
« Mean of Grace, ſuch as the Lord's Supper, becauſe we have 
not Influences, or inlarged onts of the Spirit, we ſnould rathet, 
feeling the Want of theſs de more punckual in the Attendance, 
* where the needful, or deſired Supplies are promiſed to be found?” 
Is not the Spirit of an oppoſite Language and Way, the Reverſe 
of the juſt Reaſoning of the Lepers, 2 Kings vil. 3, tt. which is 
the more unreaſonable in the preſent Inſtance, as it cannot be pre- 
tended, that there is leſs Ground of Expectation of the Spirit's 
Influences in one Age of Chriftianity than another, or that leſs 
Plenty is ſet before us now than at Pentecoſt, or that the Hand 
that diſtributes is now leſs liberal than at that Time; or that in- 
deed there is, in any View, leſs Reaſon to expect Kindneſs froſn 
Chriſt, if we are found in a ſtedfaſt Continuanoe in all Duties, 
looking for it, as the firſt Chriſtians were. Judge —— 

; ar 
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fat the Obſervation ordinary made about the Bpifit's deing Work 
plentifuſly pe tet down at Pentecoſt, as a Neaſon for dur not be. 
ing as {t in the Uſe of the Means f Grace, us the firſt Chri- 
ſtians were, is well made; or Whether, indeed, in this Applies 
tioh bf it, as an Apology for, if not à Cauſe of, infrequent Uorn- 
munion, ard hindering thereby a conſtant Attehdinee upen an 


 Ordihahts, Whete a Remedy for the complaigjed-of Witir might 


de found, it be not rather ctiminal ? But, 1 2 £13 
zu, There is, 1 an afraid, atiother (undeſigned) Fallacy in the 
age of making this Obfeftion, eſpecially when offered to un- 
learned Multitüdes; in as far, as by the Manner of Expreſſion, 
„That there was an extrabrdinary Down-pourting öf the Spirft = 
« at and after Pentecolt, for frequent Communion, the Want ef 
« wich hinders us from the like Practice, People ate led tb 
think that frequent Cortrmunlicatitig was fo connected with that 
extraordinary (in either Senſe of the Word) Effuſion of the Spi- 
rit, that the Practice of the one laſted no longer than the other; 
and that Chriftians, in after Apes, were ſome how looſed from 
the Obligations to continue ſtædfaſtly in the Ordinance of the Sup- 
4 that extraordinary Influence ceaſed, But the World 
ſhould be told, that long after all the Numbers converted at 
Pentecoſt were in their Graves, and long after all the Gifts of the 
Spirit ceaſed, did this Practice continue of Breaking Bread e- 
very firſt Day of the Week among Chriſtians; even for four or 
five hundred Years after Chriſt, when there can be no Pretence 
for the extraordinary Effuſion of the Spirit in any Senſe, was 
this Duty ſtedfaſtly perſevered iti by the Lord's People, as well 
as Prayers or Doctrine. And let us conſider, that, in the Text, 
Acts ii. 42. on which the preſent Argument turns, the Break- 
ing of Bread ſtands in the Middle of theſe other Parts of 
the Worſhip of the Sabbath Day, which all acknowlege to 


de the conſtitaent Parts of it. And how this comes to be pick- 


ed out from the reſt, and made extraordinary, is what I wiſh to ſee 
accounted'for, the rather, when this Difference is faid to flow from 
ſomething about the Spirit's Influences, being varied now from 
what — formerly, with regard to his fitting Chriſtians for 
this Action. But where the Foundation of this Front Scripture, 
the only Rule of Faith and Manners, is, I cannot ſee. Where is it 
faid, that the Spirit is to abide for ever with Chriſtians, to help 
their Infirthities in public Prayer and Doctrine, but more rarely 
in Breaking of Bread? Yet ſome ſuch Word in Scripture one 
would think neceſſary, to jultify the Diſtinction here ſuppoſed : 
But db ybu, Dear Sir, know ſuch a Place in the whole New Te- 
ſtament, à Place that tells us, we may be-inftant in Prayer and 
Preaching, but not in the Lord's Supper; and chat becauſe of — 

a e· 


Neceſlity of an extraordinary Effuſion of the Spirit to the laſt, 
which ſome how is. not ſo needful to the firſt? Or is it any where 
ſaid, that the Spirit, with regard to the holy Supper, in the after Ages 
of Chriſtianity, was only to deſcend, as the Angel at the Pool of 
Betheſda, at certain Times, to trouble the Waters, but ever to 
move them, as to Doctrine and Prayers? —0r if this Difference, 
as to Frequency, neee. and, other Ordinances, is put 
on the Footing of the greater Danger of the Approach to God, in 
this than the reſt. Though I would not, by any Means, leſſen our 
. Concern, or diminiſh the Danger of a raſh Approach in that ſo- 

lemn Action; yet, as hereafter may appear, this Objection, in 

ſome Meaſure, e to Error, in not adverting to the Scripture 

about this Matter; ſuch Ways of ſpeaking ſeem, and, I believe, 
are intended to ſnow Reverence to the Spirit; but let us beware, 
that, inſtead of honouring him by ſuch voluntary Humility, we 
grieve him not by unworthy Thoughts: And leaſt, under all 
this appearing Reſpect, our own Sloth,—or our own guilty ſtag- 
gering at Promiſes,—or our own ſecret Whiſpers, of Vabelief, a- 
bout the Lord's Goodneſs in giving, and the Spirit's in- coming, be 
not concealed : It becomes us ſurely to beware of all Suggeſtions, 
that but ſeem to derogate from the Grace and Promiſe of the Spi- 
Tit, —whoſe Miniſtration is now, - who is now in the Lord's Peo- 
ple abiding for ever, for their Help and Comfort; and that, by 
the Means of all Ordinances appointed to convey his Influences 
.to them, and particularly by the Lord's Supper, and a conſtant 
Attendance upon it as well as others, as the Command and the 
Promiſe is at leaſt equal towards it as the reſt. So much for this 


* 


Objection. 


I ſtay not now to inſiſt on what I find a Queſtion among the 


Learned in Antiquity, to wit, Not whether the Lord's Supper 
was not conſtantly uſed by Chriſtians for a conſiderable Time af- 
ter Chriſt roſe from the Dead, as a ſtanding Part of Worſhip in their 
Aſſemblies on the Sabbath Day, as well as Prayer and Praiſe; far 
this, in Antiquity, and among all that know it, is indiſputed. But 
whether the principal, if not the only Time of the Church's 
Prayers and Praiſes, was not.before and after the Celebration of 
the Sacraments of Baptiſm or the Lord's Supper? Not to enter 
deeply into this Queltion juſt now, I ſay, nor to be poſitive about 
the Affirmative of it, if you can ſuppoſe that any Way it comes 
near the Truth, how indefenſible does it appear, while we pre- 
ſerve the daily Prayers and Praiſes, to neglect that wherewith 
they are both ſo greatly connected, beautified, and enlivened: On 
this, if on 2 Occaſion, might it not be ſaid, Theſe ought you to 
have done, and not to have left the other undone, and, what God hath 
Joined you ought not to have put aſunder ? | 


From 


©. ay. Þ | 
From all that hath been ſaid, then, now and formerly, from 
the Scripture, is it not clear, that Breaking of Bread was no more 
connected with the extraordinary Down- pouring of the Spirit, at 
the firſt Preaching of the Goſpel, than Prayers or Doctrine? 
That the Chriſtians, then, who had what we. call the ordina 
Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, were as frequently engaged in their 
Aſſemblies, in the one, as in the other Means of Grace,—and as 
frequently as the Apoſtles and others, who had theſe extraordinary 
Gifts; that the Grace of the Spirit is neceſſary to all the Means 
of Salvation; —and that if for any Thing belonging to the Spirit's 
Influence, it is thought proper to be leſs frequent in the Lord's Sup- 
per than the reſt, the Foundation for that Diſtinction is called 
for, and ſhould appear, not from our Reaſonings, but from ſome 
Paſſage of the holy Scripture making it, and :ſhewing, that the 
ſhedding it abroad in the Hearts of the Lord's People, is leſs ſpar- 
ingly, or rarely to be expected in this Ordinance, than the reſt 
of the Means of Grace; but this is what, I dare ſay, none will 
undertake to ſhow. And what, upon the Whole, then, is the 
Concluſion: of the Scripture upon this Subject, but, That the 
Lord's Supper was not intended to be, nor was, in Fact, uſed as 
an extraordinary Inſtitution of Chriſtianity, but was the ordi- 
e nary and diſtinguiſhed Work of Chriſtians, from the Begin - 
& ning, upon every firſt Day of the Week ?” $1394 roy 
Having then ſo far conſidered this Point, as it appears from 
the Scriptures, ſuffer me to proceed to ſome other Things, which 
may give further Light to it: And though I will join with 
you in thinking, that whoever goes off from the ſure Foun- 
dation of the Scriptures, to that mare magnum of the Dreams of 
the Fathers, is in a Way of being led both into very great Fol- 
lies and Errors; yet their Uſefulneſs is agreed to by all, in teſti- 
fying concerning antient Facts, and illuſtrating Uſages which are 
pointed at in the Scriptures: And as from the expreſs Teſti- 


mony of the Scripture, in the Inſtances of Troas and Corinth, it 


hath already appeared, that the Supper was in the Poſſeſſion of 
the Churches twenty-five Years at leaſt after its Inſtitution, eve- 
Lord's Day; ſo the more we look into the Records of Chri- 
ian Antiquity, and that for many Ages after Chriſt, the more 
ſhall'we be confirmed from the Univerſality and Conſtancy of 
all Churches in that ſame Practice, that this Frequency muſt 
have had a divine Original among them. It is proper here in- 
deed to obſerve, as a very learned Perſon, ſpeaking on another 
Subject, but alluding to this, juſtly doth, That the Writers of 
* the firſt Ages are very few; and ſettled well receivedPraQtices 
* do not need to be ſo much ſpoken of, or argued: Thus we 
have fewer Exhortations ta — Communion in the molt 
; an- 


— — — — 
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u antiant Times, when it was univerſally practiſed, than we ha ve 
in tha fourth and fifth Centuries, when Chriſtians failed in that 
* Puty, and many uſed to cammunicate only on the great Huli- 
* days,.. and fore would ſtay 7 the Adminiſtration without 
6 communicating, a Quſtom cbmhoſtom does ſometimes 
* verely enveigh againit.” Now, though this Obſervation be 
juſt and true, yet there are not wanting Paſſages: in tha car lieſt 
— Writers, which moſt fairly and eaſily are underſtand, when ex- 
plained, as having their Reference to an ordinary and daily Ad- 
miniſtratian of the Lard's Supper among Chriſtians; ſome ſuch 
may be abſerved in Ciemænt — more in uqtiut: Di- 
recter Teſtimonies indeod are to be expected in Contraverhes, 
Apologies, and from ſuch Incidents as brought the Cuſtoms of 


Churches to be more particularly deſcribed : But inſtead of 
bringing together all that might enlighten this Subject, which 
is truly an. incontrovezted: one, keeping my Intention in View, 
which is ta beget a Conviction, even from ſuch Teſtimonies, 
that this is a ſcriptural Inſtitution, that Chriſtians ſhould every 
Lard's Day eat the Lord's Supper, I ſhall rather gather the Evi- 
dence. for it, fram as different Countries and Ages as-I can; in 


count, evidently relating to the Lord's Supper's being every Sab- 
bath (ſor that is doubtleſs the [tated 12 he Chriſtians 
_ the more to be depended on, as coming from « Hand, though 
foxciga to Chriſtianity, yet greatly qualified to give a juſt Ac- 
count of the Practices of thoſe who profeſſed it, being naturally 
an enquiring and great Man;— by his Place as Governor, having 
Famex and Influence to receive Intelligence,— and by the Jea- 
louſy: bis Maſter: had, of that Part of his Subjects, ſtirred up to 
exert himſelf, in procuring the exaQeſt Accounts of them: We 
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may depend on it therefore as a true Account, and that not of 
a particular Church, but of the whole Sect, as far as he could 
© | | 

Let us next travel to Samaria, and 40 Years afterwards, Anno 
155, we ſhall find Fuſtin Martyr, that Friend to Chriſtianity, 
bearing the ſame Teſtimony to this Practice, as its Enemy had 
done before; for he ſays exprelly, Apol. 2. That on Sand the 


Chriſtians afſembled, the Scriptures were read, the Preſident 


„ exhorted, all joined in Prayer, which being ended, the Ele- 
* ments were brought forth, then the Preſident (by no common 
“Prayer, but) according to his Ability bleſſed, the People fay- 
ing, Amen, and then what was conſecrated was given to every 
« one preſent,” etc. > ir? 

If we next go round to Afric, we ſhall find Tertullian, Anno 
200, and 50 Years afterwards, Cyprian, in the ſame Place, no leſs 
explicite in their Declarations about this Matter ; I cite not the 
particular Paſſages, for by turning to Chancellor King on the 
Church, you will fee Abundance of them. 

If we croſs the Mediterranean, we ſhall find in Spain, Ferom, 
Anno 390, declaring this Practice was kept up there, as Minutius 
Felix at Rome, in the third Century, mentions the Chriſtians in 
his Time aſſembling, and eating on a ſolemn Day, Ad epulas 
* folenni die coeunt,” fays he. 5 

And when we follow Chriſtianity further, penetrating into 
Germany, you will ſee in Dr. Cave's Hiſt. Lit. Viforinus in 
Hungary, Anno 290, repreſenting the Manners of Chriſtians on 
the Lord's Day, thus. Die Dominico, cum gratiarum actione, 
* ad panem exeamus !” $ 

In the fifth Century, Chry/oſtom, at Conſtantinople, ſpeaks of 
this Matter in the ſtrongeſt Manner; I point not out the Paſſages, 
becauſe they will be mentioned in ſome After-Citations. 

Auguſtin again in the ſame Age, in another Part of the World, 
is no leſs poſitive about this Matter of Fact; I pretend not Ac- 
quaintance with his Writings, but in an Abrigement of the whole 
of them, by the Jeſuit Torrenſis, in his Confeſſio Auguſt. T obſerve 
a Multitude of Expreſſions to this Purpoſe : He cites, for Ex- 
ample, Tom. 10. De Verb, Dom. Serm. 28. © Si quotidianus eſt 
« panis, etc. If this be daily Bread, why doſt thou receive it 
* once a Year as the Greeks and the Eaſt are wont todo? Who 
is not worthy to receive it daily, is not worthy to receive it once 
* a Year: And Tom. 3. De Eccl. Dogm. Cap. 53. daily to re- 
* ceive the Lord's Supper I neither applaud nor cenſure, but I 
* perſuade and exhort to communicate every Lord's Day.” I 
cannot tell how much Senſe and Hiſtory might be tranſcribed 
out of this Book to the ſame Purpoſe. 24 
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Here then is the united Voice, you ſee, of very diſtant Times 
and Places for this Fact, that Chriſtians did communicate at leaſt 
every Lord's Day, for 4 or 500 Years after Chriſt : None op- 
poſed the Practice. And when, in the fifth Century, ſome ne- 
glected it, that Neglect flowed not from Judgment or Opinion 
that it ſhould be ſo, but from guilty Sloth: The Univerſality 
of the Practice, as is ſhewn above, makes it manifeſt in the ſtrong- 
eſt Point of Light, that wherever the Goſpel came, this came 
with it as a Part of the Commandments of Chriſt ; for this is not, 
as ſome other Things are, where this Argument of Univerſality 
is weakly or falſely applied, and therefore juſtly fails, It is not 
here as with many Popiſb Errors, about which there is no Teſti- 
mony in Antiquity, for this good Reaſon, that then they exiſted 
Not, and in whoſe Favours therefore the Roman Catholics fal- 
laciouſly plead this Silence as an Argument: For this is a Fact 
concerning which, from the Beginning, there are the moſt poſitive 
Teſtimonies: Nor is this like ſome other Things which crept 
in, under Scripture Colours, inſenſibly, till by Alterations, tho 
the Scripture Names were preſerved, yet the Thing was loſt ; 
for this is the identical Thing which was from the Beginning, 
and about which all Sorts of Men agree; even the Papiſts ac- 
knowlege it, notwithſtanding their Inconſiſtencies with it, in 
their Arx Maſſes, and divided Sacrament; in particular, the 
impartial Dupin, writing on the firſt Centuries, ſays expreſly, 
that the Believers received the Euchariſt very oſten, commonly 
as often as they met together. 

The very Superſtitions of the Chriſtians, in the third, fourth, 
and fifth Centuries, when, in many Things, they were turned a- 
way from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt, ſhew how eſtabliſhed 


the Practice of Communicating _ often was among them; 


ſome of them you will find collected in Leideker, De Statu Eccl. 
Aﬀfric. F. 5. Liberum quoque, etc. It was allowed alſo to car- 
« ry home Part of the euchariſtical Bread after Communicating. 
« — The Faithful take ſome of it before all Food.-— It was pre- 
« ſerved by ſome of them at home in a Cheft : This Cullom 
« ſeems to have ariſen from Perſecution, becauſe of which they 
* could not celebrate the Euchariſt in their ordinary Meetings, 
* but leſt the Believers ſhould want the Comfort which they 
* might receive from the Uſe of the Sacrament, in ſuch Diff. 
« culties, it was permitted, that the Godly ſhould carry home 
« the euchariſtical Bread, that thereby they might arm them- 
« ſelves againſt the Weight of Perſecution. Lege L' Arroque de 
1 Coena, p. 1. cap. 15. where he treats of the Cuſtom of carry- 
ing the Bread to the ſick and abſent.— To the dying the Sa- 
&* cratnent was given; and, as is added, thro' Supe 91 it 
| 8 ad. 
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« happened, that the ſacramental Bread was ſometimes put into 
« the Mouth of the dying, and was buried with them, which 

« was condemned by the Carthagenian Biſnops, in their Coun- 
« cil.” Thus far Leideter.. | 8 

All this ſhews, that however much the firſt Chriſtians revered 
this Ordinance, and in ſome Inſtances in the latter Ages abuſed 


it, yet it certainly was what they were all much accuſtomed to, 


and what they could not be, for any Time, without. 


Nay more, not only the Superſtitions of theſe latter Ages 
(4th and 5th) but even the Forgeries too, wherewith they ſo 
much abounded, ſhew the Certainty of this, that the firſt Chriſti- 


ans were habitual in the Practice of breaking Bread every Sab- 


bath Day : In a little we ſhall find Biſhop Burnet making a juſt 
Reference to that ſpurious Book, The epoſtolic Conſtitutions, where 
a minute Deſcription is given of the Chriſtian Worſhip, and of 
eating the Lord's Supper as a conſtant Part of it, and this Part 
of the Account ſo correſponds with truer and older Authors, 
that were it needful, even a Confirmation of this as an uſual 
Practice among Chriſtians might be drawn from hence: For it 
does not altogether deſtroy the Veracity of this Particular, that 
the Author was an Impoſtor ; as ſuch muſt preſerve ſome Truth, 
to help away their Lies, as, were you to look into this very 
Thing, you would find the Author has indeed no Lack; nor 
does the Latches of the Forgery (if we ſuppoſe, with many, this 
to have been the Work of the fourth Century, if not later) di- 
miniſh, but rather add to our preſent Argument, as it would 
ſhew how long this PraQtice of the. Churches of Chriſt, fairly de- 


rived from the Apoſtles, kept its footing in them, 


Conſider then Antiquity in what View you pleaſe, the elder 
or the later Accounts; — conſider it among Enemies or Friends; 
— View it in its Truth or in its Lies; — in its Simplicity or in 


its Superſtitions ; — conſider all the Accounts, which all Sorts of 


Men have given, take the Evidence from as diſtant Corners of 
the World, and as oppoſite Characters in it as you pleaſe, 
from theſe who have no Bias, but to the Truth, or from ſuch. 


whoſe Opinions and Intereſts would lead them to give this Fact 
a Colour if it could bear it, and all with one Voice ſhall declare, 


That to come tagether on the firſt Day of the Week to break 
Bread, was, from the Beginning, and for many Ages, the Cuſtom, 
the uninterrupted, unqueſtioned, indiſputed Practice of all Chriſti- 
an Churches: — As much fo, as it was their Practice to ſanctify 
the Lord's Day, or to pray, praiſe, and preach the Apoſtles 


Doctrine upon it; — that as this was the moſt diſtinguiſhing Part 
of their Worlhip, ſo was it what they and their orihip as de- 


ſcribed by (Pliny's Letter; ) _ the Action by which, among 
| A 4 
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themſelves, the Lord's Day was known (dies panis ;,) what con- 


ſequently they would leaſt ahd laſt of all have omitted, while 


any Degree of the Purity of the Goſpel remained among them. 
How ſtrongly then Joes 2M this place Hos Matter before us ? how 
clearly does this appear as the Light from the Scripture? And 
when all Antiquity reflects it too, in ſo direct a Manner to us, 
What can we do, but confeſs it as a Part of the Truth comin 
from Chrift, that it is his Will, and our Duty to continue ſted- 
faſtly in the breaking of Bread, often doing this in Remembrance of 
him ? | : | SEPT. 


Ik you next enquire, as J own it is moſt natural you ſhould, 
how this uſual diſtinguiſhing Part of Chriſtian Worſhip became 
to be accounted extraordinary ? How this Ordinance, which 
was every where adminiſtered at leaſt every Lord's Day, came 
afterwards to be ſo much neglected, nay, that Neglect too rec- 
koned by many a Reverence toward it and its Author ? — In- 
ſtead of attempting, to ſatisfy you, concerning this ſurprizing 
Change, by any little Acquaintance of my own with Church 
Hiſtory, I chuſe, as a better Way, to recite two Paſſages, one 
from an Epiſcopal, another from a Presbyterian, Church Hiſtori- 
an, who, as they agree much together in their Account of. this 
Matter, I believe, verily have gow the true one. | 
And, firſt, let us hear Biſhop Burnet, on the thirty-firſt Article 
of the Church of England, intitled, Of the one Oblation of Chriſt 
finiſhed on the Croſs, © Their Worſhip (i. e. of the firſt Chriſti- 
& ans) he ſays there, concluded always with the Euchariſt ; ſuch 
« as were not capable of it, as the Catechumens, and thoſe who 
« were doing public Penance for their Sins, aſſiſted at the more 


« general Parts of the Worſhip, and ſo much of it was called 


te their Maſs, becauſe they were diſmiſſed at the Concluſion of 


« it; when that was done, then the Faithful Raid and did par- 
* take of the Euchariſt.” And again; And tho? this ſeems to 


be a Practice begun in the third Century, yet, both from Zuſtin 
% Martyr and Tertullian, it is evident, that all the Faithful did 
« conſtantly communicate: There is a Canon, among thoſe 
« which go under the Name of the Apoſtles, againſt ſuch as came 
* and aſſiſted in other Parts of the Service, and did not partake 
y of the Euchariſt ; the ſameThing was decreed by the Council of 


« Antioch; and it appears by the Conſtitutions, that a Deacon 


* was appointed to ſee that no Man ſhould go out, and a Sub- 
« Deacon was to ſee that no Woman ſhould, 1 the Oblati · 
„on: The Fathers do frequently allude to the Word Commu- 
* nion, to ſhew, that the Sacrament was to be common to all: 
« It is true, in St. Chryſoſtom's Time, the Zeal that the Chriſti» 
* ans of the former Ages had to communicate often began ta 
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* flacken, fo that they had thin Communions, an few Com» 


„ mugicants; againſt which that Father raiſes himſelf with his 
„ pathetic Eloquence, in Words which do ſhew, that he had no 
o Notion of ſoſitary Maſſes, or of the Lawfulneſs of them; and 
it is very evident, that the Neglect of the Sacrament in thoſe. 
* who come not to it, and the Profanation of it by thoſe who 
*'come unworthily, both which grew very ſcandalous at that 
« Time, led that boly'and bit to many eloquent and 
% ſublime Strains concerning it, which cannot be underſtood with- 


out making theſe Abatements that are due to a copious and 


Aſiatic Stile, when much inflamed by Devotion.” 


_— 


The other Paſſage T refer to, you will find in Mr. Petrie's 
Church Hiſtory, who, with no leſs Learning and Clearneſs, in 
his Cent. ix. p. 138. gives the following Account of this Mat- 
ter. © Then of the Gifts of the People, Caſſander in Litur 
& cap. 27. hath theſe Words from Expoſitio Ordinis Romani, 20 
4 the People coming into the Church ſhould ſacriſice; and Ex 
%% Decretis Fakyani, We ordain, that on every Lord's Day, the 
£* Oblation of the Altar be made by all the Men and Women both 
« of Bread and Wine. They were at firſt wont to communi- 
« cate daily; Cyprian de Orat. Dominica, at the fourth Petition, 
* ſaith, We receive the Euchariſt daily. On theſe Words Pame- 


ius hath marked, that the ſame continued at Rome and in Spain 


« till the Days of Jerom, 390; and at Milan, till Ambroſe, 370; 
« but had filed ſooner in the Eaſt Church. — Auguſtin, in his 
« 118 Epiſtle, ſheweth the different: Cuſtoms of Communi- 
&* cating, in ſome Places oftener, and in other Places more ſeldom.. 
it may be thought, that when Chriftians had Place, Zeal - 
« did decreaſe, and the People did not communicate ſo oft, 


and ſo the Offerings were the fewer; then the Fathers did 


« complain of the Rarity of the Communicants, and exhorted: 


| © the People to communicate every Lord's Day, and did abſo- 


« lutely inveigh againſt their Rarity as abſurd and zealleſs ; and 
* ſaid, that when they came, it was not for the Thirſt of Grace, 
« or Remorſe of Sin, but for Solemnity. Chry/oſtom, on 1 Cor. 


xi. Hom. 28.— Theſe Exhortations and Reproofs prevailed: 


e not, therefore an Ad was made, binding the People to com- 
* municate' each Lord's Day. Gratian de cor naar 2. cap. 
% Quotidie, etc.—Neither was this obeyed, therefore was another 


made, that they ſhould communicate thrice yearly ;. at the 


« Feaſt of Chriſt's Nativity, Reſurrection, and the Pentecoſt. 
„ [b1d. For all this the People would not communicate ſo oft, 
therefore a Law was made, that all the People ſhould commu- 
* nicate at 9 and then daily Communion was forgot among th 
* People : When the Prieſts ſaw that Laws would not move the 

r People 
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Xii. 16. and with Relation to Jeſus Chriſt, the great High-prieſt, 
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people to communicate oft, and bring their Offerings, they 

* deviſed another damnable Means; they taught the People, that 

the Lord's Supper is not only a Sacrament, and fo profitable to 

them only, but it is a Sacrifice to God, and profitable to all 

4 the Beholders of it; and, by their _— they may find 
9 


Mercy and Grace; yea, /a/tly, not to the Offerers and Behold - 
« ers only, but to all for whom the Prieſt offereth it, as well ab- 
*« ſent as preſent, whether alive or dead, and at laſt both to the 
4 Soul and all other Neceſlities, etc. etc. etc.“ To 

Atſter reading the diſtin& Accounts of theſe two Hiſtorians, we 
cannot be at a Loſs in forming a juſt Conception of the unhappy 


Alteration of the Manner of the Kingdom, the Commandment 


and Worſhip of our Lord, in this Matter of his Supper. 
To the Neglect of the Sacrament in thoſe who came not to it, 
and the Prophanation of it by theſe who came unworthily, (both 
which in tbe fifth Century grew ſcandalous) is this aſcribed by 
Biſhop Burnet. « And when the Chriſtians had Place, ſays Petrie, 
« Zeal did decreaſe, and the People did not communicate ſo oft, 
and ſo the Offerings were the fewer.” It was then ſome of the 


- beſt of the Fathers, conſcious of the Falling-away from the Spi- 


rit, and firſt Practice of Chriſtians, declaimed, as became them, 
with great Zeal on this Subject, while others, to recover that Re- 
verence, the Want of which, their own Admiſſion of the Un- 
worthy to this Ordinance, (with too much Regard probably to the 
Offering) had been one Occaſion, fell, you 4 upon many un- 
happy Inventions to effect it, till, at laſt, indeed, they landed in 
a dreadful Equivalent; moſt antichriſtianly, they firſt make Acts 


to force Men to this Action, in Oppoſition to the whole Law and 
Spirit of the Goſpel, by which all the People muſt be willing; — 
that failing, (and truly when the Authority of Chriſt was inef- 


fectual, they, if they had not been blinded, might ſoon have diſ- 
cerned their own would not prevail) they go from Evil to worſe, 
change the Ordinances of Chriſt, by robbing what was due from 
every Sabbath, and exalting their own uncommanded Days with 
it, and Poſh above all, as that peculiarly was the Day of their 
Pride, till daily Communion was forgot altogether ; after which, 
by wide Steps, they arrived at the Height of Apoſtaſy and Abo- 
mination. | ES 5 

All Antiquity informs us, that. the firſt Chriſtians were wont on 
the Lord's Day to contribute of their Subſtance, which ſerved three 


Purpoſes, namely, the defraying the Charge of the Elements in the 
Sacrament, — the ſupporting the Poor, — and thoſe who ſerved 
them at the Altar; this was called their Oblation and Sacrifice ; 


Expreſſions, when applied to ſuch Offerings, according to Heb. 


very 


* Oo, 
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very juſtifiable; but, without ſuch Relation, wholly abſurd, and 
"derogatory to Chriſt. The true and full View. of this Matter, 


(fo much abuſed ſince, and by many in our own Country too) 
among other Treaties, may be ſeen in Mede's Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
or in two large and later Diſſertations of Pfaffius Prof. Tubing. de 
Oblat. et 3 Veterum Euchar. wherein are ſeveral Things 
not ordinarily. known on this Subject of the Lord's Supper.— 
It is eaſy, however, to conceive, when, in the antient Apoſtaſy 
of the Church, Chriſtians attended not as formerly on daily Com- 
munion, nor gave their Oblation; how the Prieſts, who were not 
behind others in the Backſliding, and to whom fo large a Share of 
the Offerings came, would be anxious, for that Reaſon, in preſ- 
ſing an Attendance, allowing any Sort of Admiſſion ; and, indeed, 
the laying Hold of the Opportunity, which prevailing Ignorance 
ave, to change the Meaning of the Words, Oblation and Sacri- 
Fe, in the Manner done, was certainly one of the deepeſt Con- 
trivances of Antichriſt; for, inſtead of the Gifts themſelves, 
Chriſt was made the Sacrifice and the Oblation :— Inſtead of the 
People, the Prieſts became the Offerers to God, and the Church's 
Prayers, for Bleſſing on the Sacrament, became their Conſecra- 
tion. And hence a Fountain of Treaſure unhallowed, inexhauſt- 
ible ; for, as Petrie obſerves, on this Doctrine were multiplied 
the Riches of the Church by Donations. of Prebendaries, Chan- 
teries, etc. etc. as is to be ſeen in their Charters : I offer, for 
the Remiſſion of mine, and my Parents Sins, to maintain the 
Service of God in Sacrifices, and Maſſes, etc. etc. 5 
And pardon me here, Dear Sir, if you think what I ſhall now 
add, in any Reſpect, a Digreſſion from the preſent Argument; for, 
on the mentioning this Apoſtaſy, and the Progreſs of it, I cannot 
but call to your Remembrance, how, long betore this Period, the 


Churches of Rome and Aſia had been ſeverally poſitive about 


their Traditions from Fohn and Peter, two Apoſtles of the Cir- 


cumciſion, concerning the preciſe Day whereonPaſch ſhould be ob- 


ſerved; in itſelf, a Zewi/þ Feaſt, and for the Ghriſtian Jews, there- 
fore, for a Seaſon, lawful to be kept, but which the Geztile Chriſtians, 
you know, by that Decree which /zemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, 
and to the Apoſtles to make, Acts xv. had no Concern in, in which 
Freedom alſo they were afterwards confirmed by their own Apoſtle, 
in many of his Epiſtles ; on this unſcriptural Diſpute, however, did 
that preſumptuous Man Victor, at the Head of the Roman Church, 
excommunicate the whole Chriſtian Souls in Aſia, for their un- 
yielding Obſtinacy to the Roman Day; — ſo fulfilling, in Part, our 
Lord's own melancholy Proſpect, in coming to ſend Fire on the Earth, 
Luke xii,—and, in Part, alſo the awful Prediction about Antichriſt, 
and that Myltery of Iniquity, which, in Pau's Time, was —_ 
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people to communicate oft, and bring their Offerings, they 


* deviſed another damnable Means; they taught the People, that 
the Lord's Supper is not only a Sacrament, and fo cofttable to 
them only, but it is a Sacrifice to God, and profitable to all 
4 the Beholders of it; and, by their Offerings, they may find 
« Mercy and Grace; yea, Iaſtly, not to the Offerers and Behold - 
ers only, but to all for whom the Prieſt offereth it, as well ab- 
„ ſent as preſent, whether alive or dead, and at laſt both to the 
* Soul and all other Neceſſities, etc. etc. etc.” „ 

Atſter reading the diſtin& Accounts of theſe two Hiſtorians, we 
cannot be at a Loſs in forming a juſt Conception of the unhappy 


Alteration of the Manner of the Kingdom, the Commandment - 


and Worſhip of our Lord, in this Matter of his Supper. | 
To the Neglect of the Sacrament in thoſe who came not to it, 
and the Prophanation of it by theſe who came unworthily, (both 
which in the fifth Century grew ſcandalous) is this aſcribed by 
Biſhop Burnet. « And when the Chriſtians had Place, ſays Petrie, 
« Zeal did decreaſe, and the People did not communicate ſo oft, 
« and fo the Offerings were the fewer.” It was then ſome of the 
- beſt of the Fathers, conſcious of the Falling-away from the Spi- 
rit, and firſt Practice of Chriſtians, declaimed, as became them, 
with great Zeal on this Subject, while others, to recover that Re- 
verence, the Want of which, their own Admiſſion of the Un- 


worthy to this Ordinance, (with too much * probably to the 


Offering) had been one Occaſion, fell, you ſee, upon many un- 
happy Inventions to effect it, till, at laſt, indeed, they landed in 
a dreadful Equivalent; moſt antichriſtianly, they firſt make Acts 
to force Men to this Action, in Oppoſition to the whole Law and 


Spirit of the Goſpel, by which all the People muſt be willing; — 


that failing, (and truly when the Authority of Chriſt was inef- 
fectual, they, if they had not been blinded, might ſoon have diſ- 


cerned their own would not prevail) they go from Evil to worſe, 


change the Ordinances of Chriſt, by robbing what was due from 
every Sabbath, and exalting their own uncommanded Days with 
it, and Paſeh above all, as that peculiarly was the 5 4 of their 
Pride, till daily Communion was ſorgot altogether; after which, 
by wide Steps, they arrived at the Height of Apoſtaſy and Abo- 
mination. pb e 
All Antiquity informs us, that. the firſt Chriſtians were wont on 
the Lord's Day to contribute of their Subſtance, which ſerved three 


Purpoſes, namely, the defraying the Charge of the Elements in the 


Sacrament, — the ſupporting the Poor, — and thoſe who ſerved 
them at the Altar; this was called their Oblation and Sacrifice; 
Expreſſions, when applied to ſuch Offerings, according to Heb. 
Xii. 16. and with Relation to Jeſus Chriſt, the great High- prieſt, 

. | ; very 


% 


= 0 oer A&D. 


+ * * 


1 


| very juſtifiable; but, without ſuch Relation, wholly abſurd, and 


derogatory to Chriſt. The true and full View. of this Matter, 
(fo much abuſed ſince, and by many in our own Country too) 
among other Treaties, may be ſeen in Mede's Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
or in two large and later Diſſertations of Pfaffius Prof. Tubing. de 
Oblat. et G. Veterum Euchar. wherein are ſeveral Things 
not ordinarily. known on this Subject of the Lord's Supper. 
It is eaſy, however, to conceive, when, in the antient Apoſtaſy 
of the Church, Chriſtians attended not as formerly on daily Com- 
munion, nor gave their Oblation; how the Prieſts, who were not 
behind others in the Backſliding, and to whom fo large a Share of 
the Offerings came, would be anxious, for that Reaſon, in preſ- 
{ing an Attendance, allowing any Sort of Admiſſion ; and, indeed, 
the laying Hold of the Opportunity, which prevailing Ignorance 
ave, to change the Meaning of the Words, Oblation and Sacri- 
Le in the Manner done, was certainly one of the deepeſt Con- 
trivances of Antichriſt; for, inſtead of the Gifts themſelves, 
Chriſt was made the Sacrifice and the Oblation :— Inſtead of the 
People, the Prieſts became the Offerers to God, and the Church's 
Prayers, for Bleſſing on the Sacrament, became their Conſecra- 
tion. And hence a Fountain of Treaſure unhallowed, inexhauſt- 
ible ; for, as Petrie obſerves, on this Doctrine were multiplied 
the Riches of the Church by Donations of Prebendaries, Chan- 
teries, etc. etc. as is to be ſeen in their Charters : I offer, for 
the Remiſſion of mine, and my Parents Sins, to maintain the 
Service of God in Sacrifices, and Maſſes, etc. etc, 2 
And pardon me here, Dear Sir, if you think what I ſhall now 
add, in any Reſpect, a Digreſſion from the preſent Argument; for, 
on the mentioning this Apoſtaſy, and the Progreſs of it, I cannot 
but call to your Remembrance, how, long betore this Period, the 


Churches of Rome and Aſia had been ſeverally poſitive about 


their Traditions from ohn and Peter, two Apoſtles of the Cir- 


cumciſion, concerning the preciſe Day whereon Paſch ſhould be ob- 


ſerved; in itſelf, a Zew:/þ Feaſt, and for the Chriſtian Jews, there- 
fore, for a Seaſon, lawful to be kept, but which the Gentile Chriſtians, 
you know, by that Decree which ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, 
and to the Apoſtles to make, Acts xv. had no Concern in, in which 
Freedom alſo they were afterwards confirmed by their own Apoſtle, 
in many of his Epiſtles ; on this unſcriptural Diſpute, however, did 
that preſumptuous Man Yidtor, at the Head of the Roman Church, 
excommunicate the whole Chriſtian Souls in Aſia, for their un- 
yielding Obſtinacy to the Roman Day; — ſo fulfilling, in Part, our 
Lord's own melancholy Proſpect, in coming to ſend Fire onthe Earth, 
Luke xii.—and, in Part, alſo the awful Prediction about Antichriſt, 
and that Myltery of Iniquity, which, in Paul's Time, was _—_— 

| h | Work- 
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workin In the Pride of Men, 2 TB. il, 4. For in what Taſtance - 


hath the Man of Sin Ns Kal ther her ' hath he fat in the 
Temple of God, or ſbewed himſelf that be it God, if not on this 
can? when ſo many thoufand Souls, upon no Foundation 
don Gal. or his Word, (as a Difference about an unſcriptural 
Day could never hive a Ground from God or the Scripture for 
ſack a Sentence) were Judged to be ſeparated from Chrift, and 
therefore periſhed.—As the native Fruit of this, and the working 
of Pride in ſo high an Oppoſition, the ſucceeding Biſhops of 
Rome became more and more poſitive about their extraordinary 
Days, and particularly about their P, hence forward made 
by them, no leſs an Idol than that Heathen Goddeſs Eaſter Oy 
whoſe Name that Day is now diſtinguiſhed with us) was of old 
among her Adorers; to this Day, therefore, Baptiſms “ muſt brin 
their Honour : And when Sounding Tanvity. cold Love, an 
unworthy Admiſſions, had brought the Lord's Supper very low, 
to this Rock of Offence (Paſch) mult this holy Inſtitution alſo bring 
all its remaining Glory ;—Thence dreadful Conſequences indeed! 
even all Deceiveableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs : "be what have we 
from this Time, and this Step of 2 „but growing Abomi- 


— 


ns of the Lord's Peop e. Aſter this, innumerable Heaven · dar- 


ing Sacrifices, inſtead of the Once · Offering of Chriſt to God for 
us. — And a Multitude of Prieſts to make them, inſtead of the 


only High One, appearing in the Preſence of God for his Peo- 


ple.— After this, intire Ignorance of the Inſtitution and Deſign 
of the Lord's Supper; — the Removal of its Comfort in the Fel- 
lowſhip of Chill People with him their Head, and with one 
another therein.— The whole Ordinance is changed, the Glory 
of the Lord himſelf too into à Loaf or a Wafer, or into every 

article of them to all their countlefs Diviſibility. While Men 
fall down and worſhip the 1dol.—Nay, hence alſo the Blaſphemy 
of ſaying it is in the Power of every guilty Prieſt; by muttering 


Words which many of them underſtand not, to make the Change, 


thus making Merchandize of Souls, bartering Pardon, Heaven, 
and the Enjoyment of God for Money; not in this Life either ons 
ly, but even after Souls have ſtood before the Judgments-Seat, 
while the Son of God is he that is valued, and oſtner or ſeldomer 
ven out in Sale, as the Pieces of Silver are multiplied, But 
there is neither End nor Meafure of the Abominations ;. The 
Blind lead the Blind, and many fall into the Ditch, | 
f r 4 suf. 
a council of G in the century, re 
Ro, gee oy 1 I further, my ths 
xlotb century, this was fully in practice. 


patjony ? After this, private Maſſes, inſtead of the Communi- . 


And for this Cauſe God 


Suffer me, then, From all this, to obſerve to you; that, as" "nl 
theſe awful Events can neither ſurprize, nor ſtumble us at Chri- 
ſtianity irſelf, the Spitit which was in Chriſt, and in his Apoſtles, - 
every where witneſſing, and fortelling that ſuch Things were to 
be in the laſt Days; ſo they ought to put a final End to all heatk- 
ening to unwritten Traditions, or adding to what is written, as 
we clearly ſee how that Sort of Departure from God, in the In- 
ſtance of hallowing unſcriptural Days, was ſo fitted, in his holy 
Judgment, for the after and greater Apoſtaſies of his Church: | 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, behold, I lay ſtumbling Blocks before a 
this People, and the Fathers and the Sons together ſhall Foe upon | 
them; the Neighbonr und his Friend ſhall periſh; and becauſe E- 


e 
phraim hath made many Altars for Sin, Altars ſhall be unto him to 

{m. Such Inſtances of the holy over-ruling of God in his Judg- 

ments, for the Puniſhment of Sin in his Church, ſo abound in „ 
the Old Teſtament; and that Church, in this very View, is ſo 

explicitely ſet before us, in Rom. xi. and Hebrews iii. penult. as 

an Example, cauſing us to fear, that I cannot forbear tranſcribing 

a Paſſage or two more (among many) to the ſame Purpoſe.  Stay- 
yourſelves, and wonder cry you out, and cry, they are drunken, but 


mt with Mine; they ſtagger, but not with ſtrong Drink; for the ; 
Lord hath poured out upon you the Spirit of deep Sleep, and hath- ES 
cloſed your Eyes ; the Prophets, and the Rulers, and the Seers, hath 1 


he covered, and the Viſion of all is become unto you as a Book that is » 
ſealed, etc. Wherefore the Lord ſaid, For as much as this People 
draw near to me with their Mouth, and with their Lips do honour _ | 
ne, and have removed their Heart far from me, and their Fear to- 5 
wards me is taught by the Precepts of Men; therefore, behold, I KB 
will proceed to do a marvellous Work among this People, even a mars 
vellous Work, and a Wonder ; for the Wiſdom of their wiſe Men ſhall fe- 24 
riſh,—and the Underſtanding of their prudent Men ſball be hid, et- "8 
ſend them ſtrong Deluſiant, that they £ 
ſhould believe a Lie, etc. etc. Let us ceaſe, then, from wondering, 
that it ſo befel the Chriſtian Church in their Apoſtaſy, as is re- 
preſented above; let us rather, as becometh, always fear, leſt 
we alſo ſhould err in heart, in departing from the living God, and "> 
thereby be expoſed to ſome dreadful ſpiritual Judgment, and be * 
allowed alſo to periſh from the Way. 8 | T | 
As I need not inform you, how remote my Thoughts are from 
imputing the leaſt of theſe, or ſuch like Deſigns,” as appeared in 
the Roman Church, to the Intentions of thoſe, who among us 
are moſt contented or pleaſed with our Method of diſpenſing the 
Lord's Supper; ſo ſhould it be obſerved, that it were hard, if not 
1 to prove, that formed Intentions were among the Mi- 
nilters of the antient Church, in the gradual Steps of their Far ng 
| 5 aly, 
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in every Age, lamenting declining Truth, and its Influence, and 
growing Superſtition, the Progreſs of the Departure from the 
Scriptures, from the Truth, and from Chriſt, and doing what 
they could to make Things better; for, when a Conſumption is 
determined, when even Mrath to the uttermoſt comes, it comes not 
all at once; the Blindneſs at 12 happens but in Part to Ifrael ;— 
{6, notwithſtanding of the Diſtance of our Thoughts from the In- 
tention of Apoſtaſy from Chriſt, by our Method in the Sacra- 


ment of the Lord's Supper; yet, to expreſs. it in as inoffenſivÞ 


a Way as poſſible, ours is certainly not the Gr(t and antient Me- 
thod of diſpenſing that Ordinance ; nor is it a Circumſtance, ſurely, 
that is fit to give us Comfort, but xather to alarm us, to think, 
that « Deviation from the original Inſtitution of it, leſs remark. 
able as to the Frequency, than ours is, was ane of the Doors by 
which the great Corruptions of Antichriſt entered. Nay, more, 
if like Cauſes produce, though not the ſame, yet, like Effects, 
can our Proſpects be pleafant ? If we again gemember the State of 
the Churches of Chriſt, with reſpe& to this Matter, (as repreſent- 
ed by Burnet) when entering an the grand Apoſtaſy, the Neglect 
of the Sacrament by thoſe who came nat to it, and the Prapha- 
nation of it by thoſe that came unworthily, both which grew 
ſcandalous at that Time: And then think of our own Situation: 
And then reflect on the Holineſs of an unchangeable God, —who, 
in bis righteous Judgment, allowed the former Apaſtaſy to go on 
by Superſtition, correſponding to the State of Daxkneſs then, and 
may now ſuffer it to appear in open Infidelity, as the natural. 
but awful, Judgment, ſor deſpiſed and hated Light, that his Jydg- 
ments may be manifeſt. This Proſpect is melancholy; Oh! 
that we could ſay it were far off. Let us, far the preſent, how- 
ever, return to our Subject. | | 
For it is Time, after having ſeen hom the Churches of Chriſt 
fell from its firſt happy Practice af eating the Lord's Supper every 
. Lord's Day, to inquire, when, in the Mercy of God, about two 
Ages ago, he made the Light to ſhine, and the Captivity to 
be reſtored from the Antichriſtian Egypt, above deſcribed ; what 
' Light, or Attainments were vouchſaſed the reformed Churches, 


or theſe honoured Men, who, as He-goats, went beſote them, 


in'this Matter -of the Lord's Supper ? 

But here it is proper to abſerve, that it does not follow, as a 
neceſſary Conſequence, becauſe, at the Time of our happy Re- 
formation, God made Light to ariſe; that therefore, to all 
Points, and to all Degrees, the Light muſt ſhine ; were not this a 
much juſter Expectation, according to the Analogy of the Works of 
God, that, as in Love and Wiſdom, Wr ” 

| ur 
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cede the bright Shining; —and,-as in former A 


* not for this End a 
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burſt ſotth at once from Night and Darkneſs upon Man, but cauſes 
the Shadows of the Morning, the Breakings of the Day, to pre- 
of the World, and . 
former Diſpenſations of his Grace; after the Manner he ſo alſo 
conducted the Light of Salvation; —rhab now, tk a the coming 
of the Glory of the latter Days, he would not; atl at once, reveal 
it: That therefore, though this, or any other Truth or Pra- 
Qice belonging to Chriſt, or his Church, was not diſcovered or 
brought to its Perfection with the Reformers; yet it follows not, 
„There are no ſuch Things; and that it is conſiſtent with all 
the Reſpect due to the Reformation, to go further whenever it ap- 
pears agreeable to the Will of Chriſt to do fo. 86 1 

The Truth is, when we look into what happened, as to the 


Lord's Supper at the Refotmation, it muſt be obſerved, that as 


one great Thing reformed from, was that Abomination of the Maſs, 
whoſe moſt {ſpurious Production from the pure Ordinance of 
Chriſt has been conſidered, it might well be expected, that the 
Reſormers would particularly ſearch into its Foundation; and 
that, conſequently, in clearing away the Rubbiſh, they would 
diſcover the true Inſtitution of Chriſt concerning this Sacrament. 
It was fo, and God led them fully to the Truth; but ah! thar 
we mult ever lament, they did not act in full Conformity to 
it, and oblige us to make fo unhappy a Diſtinction between their 
Knowlege and their Practice, giving us thereby too full an Occa- 
ſion (if we would make Uſe of it agreeably to the former Obſer- 


vation) of going beyond them in this material Point of Reforma- 


Let us then examine, firſt, what their Light and Senſe in this 
Matter was? And, then, what their Practice? As to the firlt,” 
That it was according to-the very Truth; and that they could 
ſcatcely ſpeak with any Temper about an unfrequent Adminiſtta- 


tion, will appear from the following Inſtances: And, firſt, let” 


me pray your Attention to that eminent Man, Mr. Galvin, while 
he thus expreſſes himſelf on this Subject, Int. lib 4. cap. 17. F. 44, 
35, 46. Quae de Sacramento, &c. What I have already diſcourſ- 
* ed concerning this Sacrament, abundantly ſhews, that it wag 
inted, that once yearly, and that in a 
« careleſs Manner (as the common Cuſtom at young is) it ſhould 
* be received by Chriſtians, but that it ſhould be frequently uſed 


by them all, that they may often call to Mind the Sufferings of 


«Chriſt; and, by that Remembrance, ſtrengthen their Faith, and 
+ afiimate themſelves to ſing the Praiſes of God, and celebrate 
* his Goodne(s; and, in fine, thereby cultivate mutual Love, 
* and thus expreſs it to one another, the Bond of which they 
have beheld in the Union of = Body of Chriſt.— And then 


having 


G "> itn. hes * 


F 
having ſhewn from the Scriptures, © That, according to A poſtolie 
Practice, the Church never aſſembled: together without Doctrine, 
* Prayers, the Supper, and Alma, He tells us, That this 
Practice continned many Ages; and, e re! this, cites the 
antient Canona a ſcrihech to Anacletus and Calixtus, the Apo- 
* {tolic Canons. and the Decrees of the Councils of Antioch and 
* Tcuedo, which ordered ſuch as come to Church, and hear Ser- 
mon, and yet abſtain from the Communion, ſhould be admo- 
e nithed; and if, after Admonition, they ſhall abſtain, that they 
* ſhould be excommunicated. - By theſe Rules, continues he, in 
* . 45. Good Men would retain the Practice of frequent Com- 
* munion, delivered down from the Apoſtles themſelves, which, 
though extremely profitable, they obſerved, by Degrees, grow- 
ing out of Uſe. And then he goes on to prove the Frequency 
of the Lord's Supper, in the Times of Chryſaſtom and Auguſtin, 
by ſeveral ſtrong Paſſages from their Writings, wherein they 
complain, in the ſevereſt Language, of the growing Remiſinets 
* in that Matter, leſt they ſhould ſeem to wink at that guilty 
“ Sloth,—Nay, in $. 46. he carries the Matter higher, when he 
«* ſays, Et ſane haec conjuetudo, &c, And truly this Cuſtom, of 
„ appointing Men to communicate once yearly, is, without all 
* Doubt, a Contrivance of the Devil, whoever was the Inſtrument 
of introducing it; and, in the Margin, it is ſaid, that Popiſh 


LCuſtom, commanding the Communicating once yearly, is an 


«. execrable Invention.” 


. 


Taake one Evidence more, to put the Point of the Reformers 


Light of this Matter out of Queſtion, from the Diſcipline of the 
Church of France, Can. 14. which runs thus, Although it hath 
not been the Cuſtom to adminiſter the Lord's Supper in the 

„ greateſt Part of our Churches more than four Times a- Year ; 
i yet it were to be deſued, that it might be oftengr; ſo that the 
KReverence which is needful for this holy Sacrament could be 
« kept up and obſerved, becauſe it is moſt profitable for the 
Children of God to be exerciſed, and grow in Faith, by the fre- 
« quent, Uſe of the Sacraments, and the Example of the Primitive 
Church doth invite us to it; and therefore our national Synods 
* ſhall take that Care and Order in this Matter, as is requiſite for 

the Weal and Happineſs of our Churches,” This Evidence, 

ou ſee, is alſo full concerning the Views the Church of France 

5 of the Duty of frequent Communicating, as appears (beſides 
other Paſſages of this-Canon) by the Declaration of their Know- 
lege, and evident Approbation of the Example of the Primitive 
Church; what that was we have ſeen; and that they were not 
miltaken about it we may believe, when we reflect, that Kivetus, 

Calvin's own Coliegue, Beza, and a Multitude of Men of that 3 in 

ph i An; 


k r N a 
. | 6 
» o DF 
1 | | 1 
3 


Learning, were Preſidents and Members of theſe Synods that 


formed that Work. — Nor indeed could the Matter be hid from 


any reformed Church, each of them had ſo many learned Eyes 
prying into Antiquity, where this Point is-inconteſted and clear, 
Fg which they were more narrowly led to ſearch into, as it be- 
longed to a Queſtion they were ſo anxious and in a perpetual 
Sruggle about, namely, their Conteſts with the Papiſts concern- 
ing the Maſs. 492 ATE: | 8 
So ſar then we ſee, that the Knowlege the Reformers had of 
this Matter was agreeable to the Truth; let us next conſider their 
Practice: But here, alas! was the Short- coming; and here (he 
too juſt Opportunity given to others to proceed many Steps be- 
yond them; for altho' it may be indecent and raſh to condemn 
theſe great Men, who, in Providence, had the Direction of the 
Reformation, for not conforming fully to the Intention of the 
Lord, and their own Sentiments about this Ordinance, as-they 
might have Difficulties, not ſo eaſy to overcome (even as we 
now find it difficult to bring Things back to that imperfect Ex- 
ample they gave us, though, beſides the higher Argument from 
Scripture and Antiquity, we have their Authority and Practice 
alſo, to which many profeſs ſo much Regard, to enforce it;) yet 
who can abſtain from regretting their Defeats, and joining in that 
Cenſure paſſed by a learned Engliſh Diſſenter on this Occaſion. 
„Our Reformers, ſays he, ſeem to have been guilty of a conſi- 
« derable Overſight, that they laid aſide the ſolitary or private 
4 Maſſes, without appointing public Communion every Lord's 
© Day in the Room of them. The Fault of the Church of 
& Rome was not in the Frequency of the Conſecration, but in 
« thePrieſt's eating and drinking all himfelf after the Conſecration. 
I humbly conceive, it would have been much more prudent (ge 
might have called it dutiful) to have retained the former, and 


— 


© only have laid aſide the latter.“ And as the preſent Proteſtants 


have not advanced a Step beyond the P 
Reformation, he adds, © Is it not, if we may ſpeak impartially, a 
« Shame and a Scandal, that it (the Supper) ſhould, in ſome 
Places, be adminiſtered once a Month, in others once in fix 
“Weeks, or two Months, in others þnly three Times, and in & 
others only once a Year? How very different is this the/ 
Practice of the primitive Church?“ WE 
But let us, however, more particularly examine what the real 
Practice at the Reformation was in this Matter; and, you know, 
rhey have been divided under the three Names of Luther, Zuin- 
glius, and Calvin, | 3 5 
The Lutherans, who might be ſaid in ſeveral Reſpects to be 
half. reſormed about the Lord's Supper, {till alſo retained * un- 
: | PPY 


s given them at the 


— 
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happy great Holidays of the Church of Rams, yet as aboliſh. : 
ed the abominable Maſs, and reſtored to the —— Chriſt . Pe 
her Communion in the Supper, ſo they adminiſtered it oſtener —4 
than on theſe Holidays: This we learn from their Gonfe/, IM ©. 
Au guſt. in cap. de Mifſa, which ſays, © There is however ap. Ill ©: 
pointed one common Maſs, according te the Inſtitution. f 
* Chriſt, wherein the Paſtors of the Church conſecrate, take, 


= „ and give to others the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
1 „ Chriſt, and that is practiſed every Holiday, and on other Days, 
| , . «© if any incline to uſe the Sacrament, None are admitted to 4a 
| [the Communion before they are tried,” etc. This points 1 


ſtrongly, you ſee; to Frequency; and, in Reality, ſhews more yo 
that Way to be in Practice with that Church, than is preſently e 


ptopoſed to be with us. 2 is 

If we next look into the Cuſtoms of the Zumplian Churches, ha 
_  We' ſhall diſcover Sentiments on this Subject extremely ſeriptu · 
ö | ral. Their Confeſſio Helvetica declares, « Ritum, etc, They 


ON 

« judge that Rite; Manner, and Form of the Lord's Supper to by 
* be moſt excellent, which comes neareſt the Inſtitution of our of 
Ford, and the Doctrine of the Apoſtles about it. — Of this holy MW Ex 
* Food therefore we make frequent Uſe, becauſe, by Means of ne 
* this Memorial, beholding with the Eyes of Faith, the Death ve 
and Blood of him that was crucified, and meditating upon our ed 
* Redemption, with a ſenſible Reliſh of the celeſtial and a real | 
« Foretaſte of eternal Liſe, we are refreſhed with Delight incf- MW F- 
« fable by this ſpiritual enlivening Repaſt of our Inner- Man, and Ti 
* made to rejoice with Joy unſpeakable, for the Life, and Im- tei 
mortality brought to Light by the Goſpel, and indeed are al- {vj 
together, with our Souls, and all that is within us, poured all 
«. forth, and loſt in Praiſe and Bleſſing for the fo aſtoniſhing Gift of ye. 
1 Chriſt toward us *.” And the Deſcription * give us of their ov 
Wotſnip, in 4. 23. is preciſely that of the firſt Chriſtians = m 
8 , x : 0 1 ens 


® Not defigning this paper fo much for ſhow as ule, T have tontented myſelf, I ©" 

to tonvey the ſenſe of the eitations from the dead languages, without tranſcrib- ane 

ing the originals themſelves, and hope, in comparing them, you in general Sc 

would find it ſo; but obſerving in this paſſage a ſtrength and beauty, which I in 
could not, I think, by the different idioms of the languages, tranflate with- « 

put loſs to it, I here give it you as the Helvetian church penned it: Hoc 2 

Je ſacks cibb ideo ſuepe utitnur, quoniam hajus, in erucifixi mortem, ſangui - 


4, nemque fidei oculis intuentes, ac ſalutem noſtram hon fine coeleſtis vitae 4 
© guſtu, et vero vitae 2eternae ſenſu, meditantes hoc ſpirituali vivifico intis x. 
& moque pabulo, ineffabili cum ſuavitate reficimur, ac inenarrabili verbi Fu 
<< laetitiapropter inventam vitam exultamus, totique ac viribus ofnnind noftris 4% 
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& omnibus, in gratiatum actionem, pro tam admirando Chtiſti erga nos be- 25 


' 6 Ceremonies we baniſh from our religious Allemblies,” Have. 


178 18 
Pentecoſt. - © Coptus matem facras, etc. Aſter this Manner we 
« judge the Work of 7 anblies ſhenld be carried on ; that 
* firſt of all the Word of God ſhould be daily publiſhed to the 
« People, in a public Place ſet apart for holy Things; that the 
« obſcurer Things in Scripture ſhould, by well qualified Perſons, 
« be opened and explained, that then the holy Euchariſt hovld 
be celebrated to put the Faith of Believers on Exerciſe, that 
« fervent and conſtant Prayer ſhould be made for the Wants 
« and Neceſſities of all. Other perplexing, uſclels, and endleſs 


you ever read any Thing Jiker the antient Chriſtian Worſhip of 
every Sabbath ? and not the leſs ſo ſurely, that the Lord's Suppen 
is in the Heart of it, But how often in Fact they practiſe thus, 1 
have not learned, =. | 3 | 
As to the Calviniſtical Churches, they were generally ſramed 
on the fame Model: The Difference, as far gs 1 can obſerve is 
by their Acts, was this, that ſome practiſed the Adminiſtration 
af the Supper once a Month, as the Church of Geneva ;-— which 
Example the Diſſenters from the Church of England have ge- 
nerally followed ;- Others adminiſtered this Ordinance ſix Times 
yearly, as we ſee by the Account of the Dutch Church, publiſh» 
ed at London, 1635. | 
Others had their Acts only for four Times, as the Church of 
France 5 tho it is evident by the Canon we have cited, they had 
Thoughts of carrying the Matter further, when ance they ſhovld 
relalve on Tome Methods to prevent Farmality in it. And this, 1 
ſuppoſe, is the lealt Number of Times, that any Proteſtant Church 
allowed by their public Acts, that the Supper ſhould be diſpenſed 
yearly 5 tho', by the bitter Complaints of Calvin, it would ſeem 
every particular Church came not up even to that Rule, ar at leaſt = 
many private profeſſed. Chriſtians did not. | 


Let us confider bow this Matter ſtood with us in Scotiand at the 


Reformation; and you may abſerve that the preſent G/o/gow = 
Overture refers to an Act of Aſſembly, 1638, which Ac renews 


another AR, 1562, the firſt that was made in the Church of 


Scotland concerning this Matter after the Reformation: Now, 
in that Ach it is ordained, That one uniform Order be kept 
in Miniſtration of the Sacraments, and according to the 
* Book of Genava, which, in the firſt Book of Diſcipline, is cal- 
ed the Book of common Order,” But hen we turn w-Chap. 
x. f chat Book, of tbe Manner of the Adwiuiſtration of the Lord's 
Supper, what are the firſt Words we read? Even theſe, © The 
Hay whey the Lord's Supper is miniſtered, which is commonly - 
* once 6 Month, or fo oft as the Congregatyon all think expadient, 


Sir, 


* the Miniſter uſerþ 40 fay,” eie. What wink you then, Dear 


L 32 3 
| t Holidays of the Church of Rams, yet as they aboliſh. 
1 Maſs, and reſtored to the — Chriſt 
her Communion in the Supper, ſo they adminiſtered it oſtener 
than on theſe Holidays: This we learn from their Gonfe/, 
Auguſt. in cap, de Miſſa, which ſays, © There is however ap- 
pointed one common. Maſs, according te the Inſtitution of 
* Chriſt, wherein the Paſtors of the Church conſecrate, take, 
« and give to others the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
* Chriſt, and that is practiſed every Holiday, and, on other Days, 
«© if any incline to uſe the Sacrament, None are admitted to 
the Communion before they are tried,“ etc. This points 
Arongly, you ſee; to Frequency; and, in Reality, ſhews more 
that Way to be ih Practice with that Church, than is preſently 
pfopoled to be with us. TI nv 

If we next look into the Cuſtoms of the Zuiplian Churches, 
we ſhall diſcover Sentiments on this Subject extremely ſeriptu · 
ral. Their Gonfefſio Helvetica declares, Nilum etc, They 
ge 


dge that Rite, Manner, and Form of the Lord's Supper to 
be moſt excellent, which comes neareſt the Inſtitution of our 
Ford, and the Doctrine of the Apoſtles about it. — Of this holy 
* Food therefore we make frequent Uſe, becauſe, by Means of 
* this Memorial, beholding with the Eyes of Faith, the Death 
and Blood of him that was crucified, and meditating upon our 
„ Redemption, with a ſenſible Reliſh of the celeſtial and a real 
«* Foretaſte of eternal Liſe, we are refreſhed with Delight incf- 
« fable by this ſpiritual enlivening Repaſt of our Inner-Man, and 
% made to rejoice with Joy unſpeakable, for the Life, and Im- 
«. mortality brought to Light by the Goſpel, and indeed are al- 
1 together, with our Souls, and all that is within us, poured 
« forth, and loſt in Praiſe and Bleſſing for the fo aſtoniſhing Gift of 
« Chriſt toward us *. And the Deſcription give us of their 
Worſhip, in 4. 23. is preciſely that of the firlt Chriſtians _ 

| | 1 5 


® Not defigning this paper fo much for ſhow as uſe, T have tonteated myſelf, 
to tonvey the ſenſe of thetitations from the dead languages, without crib- 
ing the originals themfelves, and hope, in comparing them, you in general 
would find it ſo; but obſerving in this paſſage a ſtrengt h and N which I 
could not, I think, by the different idioms of the languages, tranflate with- 
out loſs to it, I here give it you as the Helvetian church penned it : 4 Hoc 
© ſacks cibb ideo ſaepe utimur, quonlam hujus, in erucifixi mortem, Tangui- 
«© nemque fidei oculis intuentes, ac ſalutem noftram non fine coeleſtis vitae 
& guſtu, et vero vitae 2eternae ſenſu, meditantes hoc ſpirituali vivifico inti - 
& moque pabulo, ineffabili cum ſuavitate reficimur, ac inenarrabili verbi 
6c laetitia propter inventam vitam exultamus, totique ac viribus ofnnind noftris 
& otanibus, in gratiatum aftionem, pto tam adtairiado Chtiſti ertza nos be- 
_ **ckicid efluadimar,? l * _ 


* 
% 
4 © „ 


n 
Pentecoſt. - © Cortus nutem facras, ete. Aſter this Manner we 
« judge the Work of _ amblies ſhenld be carried on ; that 
* firſt of all the Word of God ſhould be daily publiſhed to the 
« People, in a public Place ſet __ _— Things; that the 
« obſcurer Things in Scripture ſhould, by well qualified Perſons, 
« be opened and explained, that then the holy Euchariſt hovuld 
« he celebrated to put the Faith of Believers on Exerciſe, that 
« fervent and conſtant Prayer ſhould be made for the Wants 
« and Neceſſities of all. Other perplexing, uſelsſa, and endleſs 
4 Ceremonies we baniſh from our religious Allemblies,” Have. 
you ever read any Thing Jiker the antient Chriſtian Worſhip of 
every Sabbath ? and nat the leſs ſo ſurely, that the Lord's Suppen 
is in the Heart of it. But how often in Fact they practiſe thy, I 1 
have not learned. : \ 34 | | 
As to the Calviniſtical Churches, they were generally ſramed 
on the fame Model: The Difference, as far gs 1 can obſerve it 
by their Acts, was this, that ſome practiſed the Adminiſtration 
af the Supper ance a Month, as the Church of Ceneua; which 
Example the Diſſenters from the Church of Eng/and have ge- 
nerally followed : — Others adminiſtered this Ordinancs fix Times 
yearly, as we ſee by the Account of the Dutch Church, publiſh- 
el at London, 1645- 75 
Others had their Acts only for four Times, as the Church of 
France tho it is evident by the Canon we have cited, they had 
Thoughts of carrying the Matter ſurther, when ance they ſhoyld 
reſolve an Tome Methods to prevent Farmality in it. And this, I 
ſuppoſe, is the leaſt Number of Times, that any Proteſtant Church 
allowed by their public Acls, that the 8 ſhould be diſpenſed 
yearly s tho', by the bitter Complaints of Calvin, it would ſeem 
every particular Church came not up even to that Rule, ar atleaſt 
many private proſeſſed Chriſtians did not. 
Let us conſider how this Matter ſtood with us in Scotland at the 
Reformation; and you may abſerve that the preſent. G/a/gow = 
nyſe1r, Overture refers to an Act of Aſſembly, 1638, which Ad renews 
aſcrib- W another AR, 1562, the firſt that was made in the Church of 
Scotland concerning this Matter after the Reformation: Now, 
ich W in that AR it js ardained, * That one uniform Order be kept 
« Ho. 8 © in Miniſtrstion of the Sacraments, and according to the 
tingui- WM © Book of Genava, which, in the firſt Book of Diſcipling, is cal- 
is vitze led the Book of common Order,” Nut when ws turn 10 Cha 
o inti- WW x, of that Book, of tbe Manner of the Adwiniſtration of the Lord's 
. Supper, what are the firſt Words we read ? Even theſe, © The 
nds be- Day when the Lord's Supper is miniſtered, which is commonly - 
« once @ Month, or: [0 oft as the Congregation ſhall think expacient, 


* the Miniſter uſetb to y, etc. What think you then, 1 4 
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Ar, che Order of Geneva is behind the original Way, as twelve 


is to fifty-two; but, how much are we behind Geneva? And in- 


deed I cannot help in this Place declaring, if the warm Deſire of 
my Heart were not to obtain, even that one Heart and one Way 
were among us, that under Convictions of the Truth, and of the 
Will of Chriſt, we would all return, and with the good Hand of 
God upon us, at once reſolve to continue as ſtedfaſtly in breaking 
of Bread, as in Doctrine and Prayers, as the Way of the firſt 
Churches, when the Lord their Redeemer taught them to profit, 
and led them by the Way wherein they ſhould go: I ſay, I cannot 
help wiſhing, unleſs this beſt Thing were to take Place,- that, 
inſtead of the Glaſgou Overture, our Aſſembly would juſt go 
back to their firſt old Order, in eſtabliſhing the Book of Geneva, 
or of common Order, by which once a Month was the Practice, 
or allowed to be ſo; — or, at leaſt, that the Chap. xi. . 5. of 
the firſt Book of Diſcipline were renewed, where four Times a 
Year, or oftener as any ſeveral Kirk pleaſes, is'declared to be the 
Rule. From theſe, however, you muſt obſerve the Sentiments 
of our Reformers, agreeing with their foreign Brethren, quite dif- 
ferent indeed from what obtains with too many among us ; 
wherein, without any Infringement on Truth, -we may certainly 
ſay, that we have not improved upon our Fathers, but rather 
have gone far backward. 8 2 P 


That we have fallen from all theſe (even imperfect) Examples 


and „ . of our Predeceſſors in Religion, only verifies 
the juſt Obſervation, which wiſe Men have made on all Churches, 
to wit, that in them, © what is left behind in the firſt Settlements, 
« is rarely or ever afterwards attained.” For beſides what may 
be juſtly ſaid about the righteous Judgment of God, in not re- 
ſtoring Opportunities of Well-doing, when once given, they have 
been neglected or abuſed, there are many deceitful,” finful Prin- 
ciples in Man tending not to come nearer to the Truth, but ra- 
ther to degenerate from the Spirit of their reforming Fathers. — 
Thus an old Puritan emphatically complains, * For my Part, I 
cannot ſufficiently bewail the Condition of the reformed 
« Churches, who are come to a Period in Religion, and will go 
« at preſent no further than the Inſtruments of their Reforma- 
tion. The Lutherans cannot be drawn to go beyond what 
* Luther ſaw. Whatever Part of his Will our God has reveal - 
« ed to Calvin, they will rather die than embrace it ; and the 
«* Colviniſts ſtick faſt where they were left by that great Man of 
* God, who yet ſaw not all Things.” 


Tphe pPoſterity of Reformers ſit often down on what their Fathers 


attained, as their Work, which their Pride therefore will main- 
tain, that it may be called theirs. As Pride hindered thoſe ey 
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rated frorp, in Reformation, from forſaking their Errors, bes 


[epi x 
ele their Fathers were in them : And in this unbappy View, 


ou ſee, even the Brofeſſion of the Truth itſelf may be ſtaine 
in Gn that make it, by their calling Men on Earth Rabbi there- 
in, receiving from them as the Ward of Men, rather than from 
the Scriptures, as it is in Truth the Word of God. — 
In the Church of Scotland we happily indeed went one Step be- 
for Calvin (by whoſe Name we arg called among the Churches) 
n the Point of the Sabbath.— Oh ! that conſidering the Clear- 
neſs of his Sentinients, and the Warmth of his Zeal in this Mat- 
ter, we had alſo gone beyond him in his Practice, and had fol- 
towed the Lord fully in the frequent Adminiſtration of his Sup- 
per.— But if the not going beyond our Fathers, when the Lord's 
Truth calls us to it, as in the preſent Caſe, be not laudable, by 
what Name ſhall we call that Spirit and Practice which falls ſhort, 
not F the acktiowleged Truth, but even of our Fathers 
very deſective Conformity to it. — This is our Situation, and 
who can forbear bewailing it? and that all we now hope to at- 
tain in this Matter, clear 4s the Light itſelf, as evident as that 
there ſhould be a Sabbath Day among Chriſtians, or Prayers, 
Praiſe, or Doctrine upon it; that all, I ſay, we can now 
firuggle for, with Hope of attaining, is a Reſforation to our own 
7 — State, a hundred Years ago ; a State not behind the 
firlt Chriftians only, but far behind the firſt Ages of them, far 
behind what the Reformers knew ind deſired, = behind what mas 
ny of them practiſed behind the whole Proteſtant World, and 
behind what was once with ourſelves. — | 
But as a Condition, tho? not the very beſt, yet in ſome Re- 
ſpecs better than another leſs per mult, to every wiſe Man, 
be preferable to that other : Suffer me, in the next Place, to 
further in ygur Mind, the Deſire of coming back at this preſent 
Time to where we were of old, by laying before you ſome of the 
Advantages which, as I canceive, would or might low upon 
the Gage Overture, or another like it, taking place among 
us, which now we have not at all, or in a leſſer Degree than we 
would have, if ſuch a Thing obtained— | 
And in the firſt Place, the Obſer vation made in the Glaſgow. 
Overture is certainly juſt, ** That our preſent Method of admi- 
* niſtering the Supper, particularly the Number of our Sermons, 
* rendets the Frequency of it in any Pariſh, while that continues, 
« inipratticable,” The Propofal therefore of the old Way, of 
one Faſting or Preparation Day, in our Circumſtances, is wiſe 
and nec „ if we would obtain that Frequency: For other: 
wiſe it cannot be often, I had almoſt faid, ſcarce oftener than at 
preſent among us. The Sacrament is, I believe, now more ge- 
— ne 


— 36 J 
nerally given even once yearly in our Pariſhes than formerly, 
and what is the Conſequence? Are not Miniſters thereby thrown 
into a conſtant Scene of Hurry all the Summer over? Is not 
the Waſte of Countries, thro* Want of Sermon on the Sabbath 
Day, increaſed ? And the conſequential Idleneſs of thMe that 
ſtay at home on that holy Day, as well as in many Places the 
| irreverent Behaviour of the Multitudes who go abroad, increaſed 
alſo? And muſt not theſe Evils, and the Complaints of them, 
grow, as the Number of our Preachers, who are uſed to ſupply on 
theſe Occaſions, remarkably diminiſhes? What Miniſter, on that 
Seaſon whereon the Lords Supper uſes to.be diſpenſed among us, 
can pretend to give himſelf to Reading, to Exhortation, or to the 
many other Duties he owes to his own Flock, to whom his Obli- 
gations lie firſt and ſtrongeſt ? While he is called to feed others, 
they are often ſcattered. Is he not hereby alſo thrown into un- 
pleaſant Hurries, many neceſſary Omiſſions, or the too ſuper- 
ficial Performance of his paſtoral Care? While robbed of the 
molt deſirable Time for it, he is obliged to put it off to more 
confined and inclement Seaſons of the Year. This brings. to 
Mind a Reflection, that ſometimes has been thrown out againſt 

ſome of thoſe called the more popular Men, that while much 
eſteemed abroad, they were not more if not leſs remarkable for 
Care of their own People at home, than others about whom there 
was not ſo much Noiſe. As one ſhould be ſhy in taking up an 
evil Report againſt his Brother, without Evidence and full under- 
ſtanding of the Caſe, ſo I incline to believe, if ever in any In- 
ſtances there has been Ground for this Cenſure, it has ariſen not 
ſo much from theſe Mens Want of Concern, or not naturally 
caring for the State of their own People, as from this, that being 
called to aſſiſt at many Sacraments (and in this Caſe more than 
they ought to have gone to,) it has not often been in their Power 
to overtake, as they ought, or would, their Duties at home: And 
now, as yearly Sacraments are become univerſal, theſe Avoca- 
tions bas be increaſed, and well nigh equal to all Miniſters, 
and the Inconveniencies in this View neither few nor ſmall; and 
as this Overture's taking Place, would deliver in a great Mea- 
ſure from them, it muſt be attended with conſiderable Advantages, in 
all their Eyes, who would deſire to watch and be faithful to their 
own Flocks, as thoſe who are to give an Account another Day. 

But other and very great Advantages might be expected to 
flow from the propoſed Alteration ; for hereby would there be a 
fair Occaſion t leading the People out of ſeveral Errors, which, 
by our preſcnt Way, I am afraid, they have fallen into about the 
Lord's Supper. I ſhall mention two of them. 5 


One 


— 


E | 


ly, ode is, That this is an extraordinary Ordinance of Chriſt.” 

wn In one Senſe, indeed, that guilty Men ſhould be allowed ſuch a 

not Symbol of near'Fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, with- 

ath out Fear of being'conſumed, nay, with high Hope of Acceptance 

hat and Joy, is like all the reſt of the' unſearchable Wiſdom and 

the Love of the Goſpel, very extraordinary ; but in the other, and 

fed commonly underſtood Senſe of the Word, this Ordinance can- 

em, not be called extraordinary; for that it was to be as ordinarily 

on gone about by Chriſtians in their Aſſemblies, as Prayers and 

hat Preaching, both Scripture and Antiquity declare, as hath been | 
us, already ſhewn. — The idolatrous Prieſts ,of the Maſs indeed, | 
the having Intereſt in ſuch an Error, as thereby they have their 4 
bli- Gain, may maintain it; but their Views and Aavantages be to 1 
ers, themſelves; Our Souls, come not into their Secrets! What Pi- 1. 
une ty is it, however, that any Way or Language of ours ſhould but | 
per- ſeem to reſemble their Doctrine, That this is an extraordinary Fit 
the Appointment of Chriſt? Our unfrequent Adminiſtrations but too { 
re naturally lead to this Sentiment; and our Ways of ſpeaking of iſt 
to Sacrament Days being high Days, etc. give too much Counte- 10 
inſt nance to it. As very good Men are wont to uſe this Language, and bi 
uch uſe it with very good Intentions too, great Modeſty with Regard to 1 
for them, in reflecting on it, is becoming; tho? one who believes every | 

here Sabbath isa high Day, andall in themſelves equally high, and none 1 

* of them diminiſhed becauſe we take away a high Action from them, 1 

der- which the Lord of the Sabbath deſigned ſhould belong to each, 8 | 
In- cannot ſo well approve of theſe Expreſſions: And that for this 11 
not Reaſon, that the Juſtneſs of the Application flows not from our 1 

ally obeying the Command of God, in lach particular Days ſo much N 

eing as by our diſtinguiſhing them, through our Neglect of that Com- + 

han mand on other Days when we ſhould alſo obey it.— Let us ma- 

Wer gnify the Action of the Supper as much as we can, and the Day 


to hich it belongs, we cannot well exceed; but let us beware of. 
ſaying any Thing about theſe few Sabbaths, wherein we do this 
Work of that Day, that will, tho' undeſignedly by us, occaſion 
a ſecret Diminution of the Reſpect that is due to our many other 
Sabbaths, and our other high Work of Prayer, Praiſe, and Do- 
&rine upon them. — Tell me, Dear Sir, if I am running into an 
Error by this Reflection; I would not willingly be injurious, far 
leſs to good Men: But have you no Suſpicion, that our high 
Eſtimation of Sacrament Sabbaths, I mean, in Compariſon of the 
reſt, which we call ordinary ones, may poſſibly beget in our 
Minds, ſo naturally unſpiritual and deceitful, leſs Reſpect than Sz 
ought to be, in the Hearts of Chriſtians, to the many other Sab- 
baths, and the high Duties belonging to them all? | 
2 0 ab | (71S 3 E 2 8 Nor 
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Nor is this, if I am Wee 
for, as to the Sabbath itſelf, ember 


* 


heard, leſt at any Time we let them ſlip, etc, ete.— As to Pray- 4 
ihat waper- etc 1 


to be. concerned in no uncommanded Thing that. may occaſion 4 4 
it? But do you truly believe there are none more careleſs in « j 
theſe other Duties, becauſe it is not the Sacrament Sabbath, or whe 
the Sacrament itſelf they are ingaged in Or that their bein Sup 
taught, that this is an extraordinary Ordinance, hath no natural g00 
Influence to beget ſuch a Miſtake ?!— And when in Fact this is pur 
not an r Ordinance, ſhould not all in the Miniſtry be as t 
particularly excited to balance this Account well Whether, den 
there is moſt Good done by making one Day and one Ordinance Sup 
of Chriſt extraordinary, and therein to raiſe Peoples Minds to a and 


119 


+ communicated; think theniſebves ſairty di 


Icharged for the 


Feſt of the Year; and become ſecure and careleſs; bar it vught 
to be far otherwiſe done; every Lord's Day the Table ſhould 


« be ſpread in the Church, and the Protniſes, on which they ſhould 
« feed, be declared; and though none ſhould be conftrained, yet alt 
« ſhould be exhorted, and excited, and the Slothfal chid for theif 
« Backwardneſs, that the whole hungry Multitude may be ga- 
« thered in one Body to this pleaſant Repaſt; I therefote did not 
« unjuſtly complain, that that Cuſtom was of Satan's Contrivance, 
« which, appointing this Ordinance once a: Year; throws into ſu- 


pine Negligenee all the reſt of it. Nor are theſe the Senti- 


ments of this great Man alone; we ſee our on Reformers emer 


into them, Firſt: Book of Diſc. Chap. x. H. 5. For you find; that 


in removing the Time of adminiſtring the Lord's Supper from 


- Paſch; they obſerve, © How ſuperſtitionſly the People run tb that 


«© Action then; even as if the Time gave Virtue to the Sacra- 
© ment; and how the reſt of the whole Year they are negli 


who ſees not, that, in our Method of adminiſtring the Lord's 
Supper, the Matter of this Complaint ſtill remains, and the very 
good Intention of the Reformers, in this Paſſage, needs ſtill to be 


purſued by us; for though indeed that Part of the Superſtition, 
as to the Time, (at Paſch) be taken away, yet is it not too evi - 


dent, that many ſtill run too ſuperſtitiouſſy to the Action of the 


Supper once yearly, who the reſt of the whole Year art careleſs 
and negligent about the Duty, as if it appertained not to them, but 


at that Time only; nay more, as if Abſtinence from Sin and Spi- 
rituality belonged to them at no other Time If this be an Er- 
ror, then, about the Lord's Supper, that it is an extraordinary 
Appointment of Chriſt; if this naturally produces * unde- 
ſirable Effects, it certainly were an Advantage to be del 

from it, and ſo from them. But how ſhall the People be deliver- 
ed from theſe Evils, but by our being put in a Way, by our Pra- 
Qice, to ſhew that their preſent Apprehenſions are wrong? For 
vain ſhall all our Repreſentations to them in Words be about 
the Duty of frequent Communicating, and fruitleſs our Remon- 
ſtrances about their complying with it, while, in Fact, we go on; 
according to their own Notions, ſeldom ſpreading the Lord's Table 
before them; and, until the Miniſters make an Alteration here, 
we can never be in a Capacity of carrying this Matter further or 
nearer the. Truth with the People; and how, without ſuch Means 
as Chriſt hath appointed, it can be hoped that Chriſt's Religion 
— be revived or advanced, is what I muſt leave to others 
tO tell, IP WT cif 1 


f gligent, aa 
« if it appertained not to them, but at that Time only.” But 
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L 40 J 
Another Error which prevails about this Ordinance, nearly al- 
lied indeed to the former, as flowing, ina great Meaſure from it, 
and which, in courſe, would! be prevented, were the other re- 
moved, is, That, as this Ordinance is extraordinary, ſo it is not 
neceſſary to Salvation; you will not, I dare ſay, miſtake my 
Meaning of Neceſſity here, when I ſpeak of the Opinion of the 
Sacrament's not being neceſſary, as an Error, as if I thereby. con- 
need Salvation fo ſtrongly with it, as if it could not be without 


it; ſuch Neceſſity" can only belong to the Mediation of Jeſus - 


Chriſt ; and ſuch only, therefore, I intend here, as you would ap- 


2 ply to any other known Command, in ſaying from the Scripture, 


concerning it, that the habitual Subjection to it is neceſſary, or 
the Neglect of it, when in the Power of our Hand to yield Obedi- 
ence, is inconſiſtent with the Hope of Salvation; but are you not 
ſenſible, that People get from under every View of a Gmina 
and Law in this Matter, by our altering the Manner of obſerving 
and obeying it? The Generality, we ſee, have more Notion of 
yielding to the Law of Chrift about Baptiſm, than to that of the 
Lord's Supper; yet where is the Difference of theſe Commands, 
as coming from Chriſt? He ſurely who ſaid, Go ye and baptize, 
ſaid alſo, Do this in Remembrance of me: But fo little is thought of 
delaying this laſt Command very late, and complying very ſel- 
dom, that the Tranſition becomes eaſy, to no Neceſſity of yield- 
ing to it at all; at leaſt, if it comes not very fairly in the Way, it 
is not reckoned very criminal to be almoſt ina perpetual Omiſſion of 
it. Some, even of the appearingly ſerious among us, are not apt 
to have Convictions, though the Intervals ſhould be very long 
between the Times of their obeying it; nay, let us look to it, if 
their Practice does not ſhew, that our Way has led them to find a 
greater Neceſſity upon their Minds, to hear Miniſters preach, 
where this Ordinance is diſpenſed, by their frequent Attendance 
for that ſingle End, than even to obey the Commandment of 
Chriſt himſelf in it; and is this ſeemly or lovely? Is it a Matter 
ol Praiſe, or of good Report: n 

But if an Aſſiduity in a Command, appointed to be ſtedfaſtly 
continued in, be judged an Advantage; then muſt a Propoſal be 
to Advantage, that would lead us out of this Careleſſneſs about 
the Lord's Supper, from the Want of a due Senſe of the Neceſſity 
of obeying Chriſt in it; and ſo into ſuch a habitual Subjection to it 
as would pleaſe the Lord, - L. 

I would further ſay, that this, or a better Overture's taking 
Place among us, might be hoped to put us in a happier Way, as 
to Diſcipline, than we are at preſent; how low this is with us, I 
neither need give myſelf nor you the Pain of repreſenting ; that 
it is of divine Inſtitution, is as clear as the Lord's Supper is; and 

that 
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that it is particularly connected with it, we ſee from 1 Cor. v. 
penult. Learned Men demur, whether any, under its Cenſures 
were admitted to the Prayers of the antient Church; but none 
doubt whether any, in that Situation, were admitted to the Sup- 


wh 


per; accordingly, any Remains of Diſcipline that are left with us 


are ſtill found here, many even now being kept back from Com- 


municating who are brought under no other Cenſure; that in- 
deed, alone, were it underſtood, is a very great one; yet is the 
whole Matter in a very feeble State among us. All good Men 
are groaning under the Decay of this Ordinance; and wiſe Men 
at their Wits End how it ſhould be retrieved; but may not they, 
who are leaſt eſteemed in the Church, tell them both, that we 
never can expect to reſtore it, till it is built on the Foundation 
laid for it in the Church by its Head. Is not frequent regular 
Communion in the Lord's Supper, —the natural and appointed 
Means of diſtinguiſhing Chriſtians, from the World? And who 
diſcerns not the Influence which our preſent Manner of admini- 
ſtring the Lord's Supper hath to loſe that Diſtinction, and ener- 


vate Diſcipline? Are there not many now who bear the Fatigue 
of waiting on a yearly Sacrament, for different Reaſons, who would 


tire of an habitual continuing in what they have no Reliſh for? 
or a Church tire of them? For watchful Inſpection, be ſure, is 
the Effect of frequent Communion, and Diſcipline the Fruit of 
that. If any thing like this were to obtain among us, I need not 
tell, what an Advantage it muſt be. What was, or is, or ever 
will be, the Wound under the Fifth. Rib to every. Church of 
Chriſt, but the Loſs of Diſcipline? And are not you ſenſible we 
at preſent are bleeding there? And though I confeſs the Wound 


ee: ſo deadly, that my Mind forebodes no thorough Cure; yet 


if, from any Symptom, I were to hope, it would be no other than 
our hearty returning to the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, connected with 
Diſcipline, of which a continuing ſtedfaſtly in the Breaking of 
Bread is certainly one. | NES 

. Beſides theſe great Confiderations, there are other deſirable 
Things, which might be looked for by the preſent Propoſal. 
Would not every Miniſter, e. g. being thereby exempted from 
a great Part of the now neceſſary Attendance and Preparation for 
the Public, be poſſeſſed of much valuable Time, and that for 
a Variety of Duties that have another Sort of Foundation in Scri- 
pture than the preſent Multiplicity of Sermons. Let the beſt de- 
clare, if they are not often in Heavineſs, that they can ſteal ſo few 
Moments for calm perſonal Examination, Meditation, and the 
Feryour of Prayer about this Ordinance; and that of Conſequence, 
when they have fed others, their own Souls have been but too of- 
ten hungry. If any fay, that, in the Midſt of theſe Throngs, Mi- 
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| welcome, which would eaſe them of ſuch incommoding outward 


[ 44] 
niſters have found they have ſerved a good Maſter ; fir be it from 
me, Sir, to diſpute that, or to leſſen the Lord's Kindneſs ; but as 
we kno not the particular Caſes, ſo we can draw no general Con- 

on from them, excepting this, that the Lord is very gracious, 
often beyond ExpeRation, and becauſe it is /awfil for Him to do 
with his own what be pleaſes, often beyond Diligerice. He knows 
his Servants Frame, and the Neceſſity * under, not from 
his Command, but from their Situation, to beſtow leſs Time than 

defire, and would beſtow upon ſome Parts of their Duty on 

ele O s: And like as a Father pitieth his Children, ſb the 
Lord pities them who fear him, and gives them Strength for the 
Day: But this, however much a Cauſe of Praiſe to God, can ne- 
ver juſtify us, when a fair Occaſion offers, of coming nearer the In- 
ſtitution of Chriſt, and at the ſame Time, of removing what hin- 


ders our being more in the Way of appointed Means in all Duty, 


and ſo of having jaſter ExpeRations of the Shinings of his Face 
upon us. Thou Bat not tempt the Lord thy God, is an awful Pre. 
cept, meaning, as I fuppoſe, that in ordinary Duties and Provi- 
dences, we are not, without the full Uſe of Means, to look for 
extraordinary Aids. How it applies here I need not illuſtrate.— 
Like Things may be ſaid concerning Miniſters Families. As Mat- 
ters now ſtand, have not their Wives, Children, and Servants, 
more Cumber about many Things, than ſpiritual People would de- 
fire on fo-holy an Occaſion as the s Supper? And though, 
as before, we dare not doubt of the Lord's Goodneſs to ſuch of 
them as fear his Name, and his not forgetting their Labour of 
Love in miniſtring to the Saints; yet, when overcharged with 
Care, they certainly wiſh for a more quiet Hour and Place, to be 
concerned in about the better Part, than they can command at 
ſuch Times, and which this Overture, if it prevails, is likely io 
we them, * Unleſs, then, ſome want ſuck a Hurry, as a decent 
palogy, for their not being more ſpiritually engaged; if on 
would not always be diſturbed, when they ſhould be moſt re-col- 
lected; if they would be delivered from Temptations to Forma- 
lity, in this folemn Action of the Supper, a Sin ſo apt to beſet 
them from their Obligations to outward Service; if they be not 
pleaſed with the Self-deceit (and whoſe Heart is not deceitful a- 
ove all Things?) of imagining that their Service will ſupply or 
ſtand for other Things, it might be expected that they, and thoſe 


? 4 1 


ed in them, for their Sakes, would make à Propoſal very 


* 


Cireumſtances at the Time of the Lord's Supper. 
Nor would the Advantages of this Alteration be confined to 
Minifters in 2 private Capacity: Might it not be expected, that 
in Spciety alſo they would feet its kindly Effects? Do I jadge 
131 wrong 


2nd eſteeited; than (pardon the if 3 exnpat. ſpeak, e har) 


* 


1 
wrokg, in faying, that even the Way of our Sacrameiits hath 
been, accidentally, one of the many Sources of our melancholy 
Diviſions? This is a- Part of the Subject, which might be en- 
larged on without Difficulty, but not without Pain. Who hath 
always been to blame, this is not a proper Place, though it were 
poſſible, «0 tell. But the overlooł ing ——— ſuch Oc- 
caſions, you well know, hath often made Wounds that could 
hardly ever be healed. The Fault frequently; in one Senſe, it 
may be, hath been on neither Side. Prejudices; ſometimes un- 


reaſonable;'in Congregations, have occaſioned unwilling Neglects. 


It is not to the preſent Purpoſe, to enter into the delicate Argu- 
ment, about the Duty of honouring a Neighbour before. the Peo- 


le, on the one Hand; and, on the other, of yielding to the Pre- 


judices of a People, in order to continue in Uſefulneſs, and the have 
ing the Comfort of Peace at Home. Ii is enough, at preſent, to ob- 


ſerve ſuch diſagreeable Things have happened in more Places than 
one in Scotland, and that among Miniſters who would have live 


ed, and loved, as Brethren, who have hereby been thrown — 
only into private Diſtance, but into unhappy Parties and Diſ- 
utes elſew here. Too frequently, from hence, have better Qua- 
fications been overlooked, even in giving Judgment, while, in 
Candidates for the Miniſtry, the Hopes or Fears of being with or 
againſt us, iti ſuch Things, have been more attended to; a new 
Settlement is Half my own, ſaith the Neighbour ;; Half my Com- 
fort and Peace depends on it: Thence many Medlings and under- 
hand Working, ill becoming Judges; — and many Judgments, 
under Invocation of the divine Preſence too, -which the World 
have cried Shame upon. — Hence much Wiſdom, unlike to that 
which is from above; — and many unſeemly Paſſions, afterwards 
repented of. By all ſuch Things have many Chara ters ſuffered; 
and, which is infinitely more important, by ſuch, Things in the 
Hands of Miniſters, Religion bas been wounded: Neither Offen- 
ces nor Stumbling blocks have, alas! been wanting. — We do 
much toſremove ſuch unhappy Things, when we remove the Oc⸗ 
tations of them. And if, by this Overture, we are doing the 
great Thing, coming neareſt the Inſtitution of Chriſt, it will 
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ſurely be no Diſpleaſure to wiſe or good Men, that while they 


are doing this great Thing, they, at the ſame, Time, remove 


what hath ſometimes occaſioned Uneaſineſs, if not Evil. Judah, 
it may be; ſtiall not ſo much vex Ephraim, nor Ephraim Judah: 
Interferings ſhall be leſs, arid Diſputes; and their multiplied E- 
vils from that Quarter diminiſh; in Proportion, as theſe abate: 
Friendſhip and Love; with their more amiable Fruits, may more 
abound; A good Man, peradventure, ſhall be more ſought for; 


that 
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that Judgment, that Plague amongſt us, 4 good Party-man : Bre- 
thren will watch and exhort, ànd hearken to one another more, 
and in ſuch deſirable Events, the Proſiting would appear unto all, 
and that this hath been a happy Overture. 
Nor would the propoſed Alteration fail to have good Eſſects on 
private real Chriſtians among us. They ſhall, as we have infilt- 
ed, obey the Lord ofiner in this Ordinance, and have the Com- 
fort of it, and the many other Advantages that are to be expect- 
ed here; whereof I cannot now enter into the Detail, There is 
the lefs Neceſſity, indeed, that theſe are fo ordinarily inſiſted on, 
and known. 3164014144 | 

But, in Winter, ſhall this Feaft be kept among us, which our 
multiplied, lengthened, Service now prevents? The Fews had 
a Feaſt in that Seaſon, an additional one too. But, notwithſtand- 
ing Chriſt's Command, and, * — Jam a- 
ſhamed to mention it aſter the other) our Aſſemblies, ſince the 
Revolution, have oſtner than once, by Acts, attempted to reme- 
dy this Evil; yet the Multiplicity of Sermons hath ſtill hindered, 


and while they continue, will tif probably hinder, the Bowels of 


our Saints from being often refreſhed by this Ordinance in that 


Seaſon. N 


But further, if this Alteration take Place, Chriſtians ſhall, in 
Time, be better inſtructed in the Deſign of this Inſtitution, and 
their Duty in it, than now they feem to know it; for, as if we 

ached not enough beſides, the unſcriptural Way we have un- 
)appily fallen into, is to preach even at the Lord's Table; and, 
of Conſequence, to hear an Exhortation'is the moſt that many 


ſeem to know as their Duty in that holy. Action; they therefore 


naturally defire fuch Miniſters, whoſe Gifts they moſt affect, to 
give it them. Hence Diſtinctions often that ought not to be, 
and leaſt of all then. Hence a Contempt of the different Gifts 
of God, in his moſt faithſul Servants, ſometimes, and other E- 
vils; but, by the propoſed Alteration, where Silence, (although, 
for Quickening, a few ſhort Sentences are allowed) according 10 
Act of Aſſembly, 1645. is enjoined, the People would naturally 
come into juſter Notions of their Work at the Lord's: Table, 
while, in their perſonal Tranſactions, in doing this in Remembrance 
of Chriſt; they would learn, without Diſtraction, from what any 
Miniſter ſays, to look for their Lord's ſupping with them, and they 
with him, Is there any Command in the Scripture, for diſcourſing 
in Time of Communicating? Or did you ever read or hear of 3 
Word or Example in all Antiquity for that Practice? And who 
is it, that in the leaſt Degree, can prove his own Work, (and who 
but ſuch ſhould be at the Lord's Table?) but finds Employment 
enough of his own; and, unleſs led into Miſtakes 9 


CW 1 

but wiſhes to be far enough from hearing at that Time ; and ought 
not all to be taught this firſt Principle, about the Lord's Supper, 
that the Fellowſhip there is with the Father, and the Son? That Belie- 
vers being thus inſtructed, in looking for that great Bleſſing, by the 
promiſed Influences of the Spirit on their own Hork, might. be oft- 
ner made to rejoice in it, than now, while depending too much on 
ſuch broken Reeds, as a Miniſter's Gifts, and their own Frames 
under them, they come away from the Wells of Salvation diſ- 
appointed, and complaining, inſtead of having that Joy, they 
ar gor on better Grounds, expeck, were their Eyes leſs to Men, 
and more to Zehovah, as their Strength and their Song, who, would 
alſo become their Salvation. | | 2 1 
And, as no Sort of Men ſhould be overtboked by the Church 
of Chriſt, I would further add, that it is an Argument, at leaſt, not 
againſt the preſent Propoſal, that it would even take out of the 
Mouths of our Enemies, and it may be, of the Enemies of Religion 
itſelf, that Objection to our Way, which is none of the unjulteſt 
they have againſt it : I know /ach as are Chriſts muſt expect Re- 
proaches from the World, and ought with Patience to bear 
them; but is there no Difference between their beating the Con- 
tradition of Sinners, when following the Lord Jeſus in his Com- 
mandments, and in a Caſe, however well-meaning in them, which 
yet cannot be juſtified intirely, as his Will! How often are we 
told. That there is no Foundation in Scripture for our multi- 
«, plied Sermons, on ſo many working Days, at our Sacraments, 
„nor any Rule even in our own Church for them? but that we 
love to have it thus, as Churchmen always have loved to ga- 
« ther Crowds, to pleaſe a Multitude, and be flattered by them ?” 
However, I know ſuch Things often proceed from an ill Spirit, 
are ill-deſigned, and that they, who make the loudeſt and moſt 
repeated Complaints, have the leaſt Reaſon from ſharing in the In- 
convenience (ſuppoſing there is one) to reclaim; that they are 
generally irreligious Men, and hating the Thing itſelf altogether, 
who diſcover, under this ſpecious Pretext, their Spite at the whole 
Inſtitutions of Religion; for ſurely, when they complain of this 
heavy Burden, as Chtiſt ſaid on another Occaſion, they tauch it 
not with one of their Fingers. But ſuch Objections are old ones 
among Unbelievers; I find them ſtrongly and plauſibly laid by 
Spinoza, and Men like him, in our Day, readily adopt them, Hu- 


Jus igitur mali cauſam quaerens, ſays he, miniſteris dignitates, et 
. &jus officia, beneficig aeſtimare, et pa 


ores ſummo honore habere, vulgo 
religioni fuit. Simulac enim hic abuſus in eccleſja incepit, et amor 
divinae religionis propagandae, in ſordidam avaritiam et ambitionem, 

* — in theatrum degeneravit ; ubi non eccleſſa- 


atque ita ipſum tem 
Vici doctores ſod orgtores audiebantur, quorum nemo deſiderio tenetur, 
| F 2 | populum 
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populum docendi, ſed eundem in ee og rapiendi, et diſſon- 
tientes publice nr et eos tantum docendi que nova ac inſolita, 
era vulgus admirabatur, etc. Praef. ad Trad. Theol. Polit.— 

ow, though I certainly believe there is as little Ground for 
ſuch Cenſures on many, at leaſt of the Miniſters of the Church of 
Scotland, as on any others; and that particularly at Sacraments, 
the Truths of the Goſpel have been oftener declared, with as lit · 
tle Selfiſhneſs in any Senſe, and as much commendable Zeal, as has 

zen found in any other Part of the World; yet it mult-be owned, 
that to Mankind it may otherwiſe appear. Nor can it be denied, 
that Men of other and better Characters reflect upon our length- 
ened Service on the Occaſion of the Lord's Supper; and with 
kinder Intentions to Neligion, and to Miniſters, wiſh for an Al- 
teration in this reſpect. Would we deviate, then, from the Spi- 
rit of the Apoſtles, if, by going into the preſent Propoſal, we 
ſhould take out of the Mouths of many, ſuch Reflections as we 
here mention, eſpecially, when, in doing fo, we forſake no Com- 
mand of God, but are rather in the Way of obeying him: Let 
us therefore in this, and for this Reaſon, follow Paul, who would 
give no Offence neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the 
hurch of God; and what 1 do, ſays he, I will do, that I may cut 
off Occaſion from them that deſire Occaſion. Po NATO TINY! 
I ſhould not, I think, be ſtraitened to mention other Advan- 
tages, which might be expected from this Overture's prevailing, 
or farther to illuſtrate theſe ; but ſure there is enough hinted, to 
fatisfy any wiſe Man of the Reaſonableneſs of it, or enough, at 
lealt, to ſtir him up to an Inquiry about it, as to the Iſſue of which 
there can be little Jealouſy; he will be very ſingular among 
thoughtful knowing Men, who ſhall fay, that the Sacrament's be- 
ing diſpenſed once yearly, is ſufficient in a Chriſtian Congregation, 
Good Meaning, I own, may be in an Oppoſition to this Overture; 
but the Prejudices muſt be deeply rooted, or the Opinion ſlightly 
taken up; indeed, I think no Man can fairly examine the Subject, 
without deſiring it were carried vaſtly farther— 
Before I leave this Bart af the Subject, I hope there is little 
Neceſlity for telling you, that when I ſpeak of Adyantages' from 
the propoſed Alteration, I mean not, they will certainly follow up- 
on its taking Place. You cannot miſtake me here; there are 
many obvious Things, you know, which, if they happened, 
would'blaſt this or any Mean of Grace, or indeed all of them, 
and that when enjoyed in the pureſt and moſt perfect Manner. 
Thus, by this Altefatian, it was ſaic that Miniſters ſhall have 
more Leiſure, both ſor private and public Duties than now. 
This, certainly, is an Advantage; the Price will be in their 
Hands; but vg fay not it will certainly follow; they will _—_ 
11 OW 4 & 5 : ue 
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n. aue vſe of it; they may be the worſt of Fools in the Poſſeſſion of 


ta, that Talent; and, inſtead of giving themſelves to Reading, may | 
8 waſte it in guilty Sloth; or, inſtead of employing a due Share of 4 
for it in paſtoral Care, may ſquander it away in Diverſion and Com- | 
of pany-keeping, or Things equally deſtructive of the good Ends | 
ts, propoſed, and ſo deſtroy all; again, frequent and regular Commu- F 
it. nion was repreſented as an Advantage to Chriſtians; it certainly | 
1as is ſo, but Indifference, Formality, and Unwatchfulneſs, in Miniſters 1 
ed, and People, may turn Good into Evil, fo of the reſt. And if this if 
ed, melancholy Caſe were univerſal, our Advantages, no doubt, in the i 
the Anger of God would prove our Ruin; we could expect nothing | 

th from him but the leaving our Houſe deſolate, as others before us, al 
Al- who have been 'exalted to Heaven in Privileges, have, by the 9 
pl- Abuſe of them, been brought down to Hell. But none, how- 3 l 
we ever, will fay it is tenable, that, becauſe of ſuch poſlible bad pf 
we Conſequences through our Corruption, therefore we ſhould not i 
_ embrace the Privileges of the Goſpel, or the Advantages of its 9 
et pureſt Ordinances. Were ſuch Reaſoning juſt, no Church would 1 


uld ever have gone, according to the exact Rules of Chriſt, for fear of 
the the like Event, nor any Chriſtian attempt Duty, in dread of 


and Faithſulneſs, who hath commanded the Duty, and promiſed 
againſt the Danger, that his Grace ſhall be ſufficient; but this 
properly belongs to the Anſwers of the Objections made againſt 
this Overture, which fall next to be conſidered. And. , 4 
As to theſe Objections, I will not hide from you, that in be- N be 
ginning to anſwer them, I-cannot-help feeling a Sort of Sock | 
in my Mind, as it appears to me, at the Strangeneſs of the Thing, _— 
namely, that there ſhould be a Neceſſity in a Proteſtant Church, 
under no Reſtraints nor outward Force, to make long' Apologies 
and Reaſonings in endeavouring but à very paxtial Submiſſion 
to an indiſputed Law of Chriſt: Were we pleading for a human 
Ceremony, or What had a doubtful Look as to Lawfulneſs, or 
were it an Addixion to the Inſtitution of Chriſt that was Progr, 
a | there 


cut Miſcarriage, and incurring the Aggravations uliar to fiich ö 
wy Tranſgreſſion, and which, properly, are nor” found with, thoſe | 
m- Sinners that never attempted Duty. But there are Remedies ap- 
Ng, pointed, in that Wiſdom - wherein God abounds in the Goſpel, | 
to for theſe Dangets; and hereafter we ſhall have Occaſion to men- | 
at tion, what he hath provided againſt the Fears of the preſent Caſe: | \B 
ch In the mean Time, all a Church can ſay in ſuch à Matter is, * Bt 
ng that here are Advantages in one which are not at all, or in 2 -: | 
be- Compariſon, not ſo much to be obtained by us in another Way; = | 
MN. Therefore it is our Wiſdom and Duty to embrace it; and, as by | -Þ 
re; its Advantages, we ſhall have more Acceſs to ſpiritual Improve- | 
Hy ment; we venture on the Dangers under the Views of his Mercy 

| 
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chere might be Uſe for Pains and Apologies; but that theſe ſhould 
be neceſſary, when the Call is to eat the Lord's Supper, and that 
with confeſſed Purity as to the Manner of it, but four Times a 
Year, inſtead of, as it was from the Beginning, fifty Times; for. 
give me for repeating, that this appears ſo oddly to me, that 1 
cannot reſtrain this Dictate of my Mind, © That it were in. 


_ 4. comparably more decent in a Church of Chriſt, which pro- 


« feſſes the Scripture to be the only Rule of Faith and Manners, 


4 to be writing an Apology, that the Return of the Lord's Supper 


«* was propoſed to be ſo ſeldom, as four Times yearly in every 
* Congregation, than that it was to be ſo often.” But as an 
Oppoſit ĩon here cannot be ſuppoſed to flow in thoſe who make it, 
from a Diſaffection to the Lord's Supper being often diſpenſed ; 


and as it is unhappily wie ſo, no Doubt, it is a Duty to 


take all Pains, in all Gentleneſs, to remove every well-meaning 
Scruple, even in ſo plain a Caſe, and the rather that it hath 


ever been experienced, that when ever a national and old Pra- 


ctice has obtained, tho' in itſelf never fo ill founded, ſuch is 
the Subjection of the human Mind, to ancient or received Cuſtoms, 
that a Care and Tenderneſs in ſatisfying our Brethren, becomes 


a Debt we owe to the Weakneſs of our Nature. Thus the Lord 


Jeſus, who knew what was in Man, remembered his Frame, and 
ut not new Wine into old Bottles, in the higheſt Matters of 
vation, Jeſt the Bottles ſhould burſt. OY 
Like long-ſuffering did the Holy Ghoſt, who was in the Apo- 
ſtles, ſnew to the believing Fews, in removing their national 
.Ceremonies ; — much more, ſurely, in us js it ſeemly to deal 
gently with one another, eſpecially when as it is ſaid, the Ob- 
jections againſt even a wiſe Alteration in a Church, flow from 
Intentions in thoſe that make them. This, I believe, is 
the preſent Caſe ; there are Objections moved or inſiſted on, 
more from the Fear of the Conſequences, than that the Juſtneſs 
of the Thing itſelf is called in Queſtion ; and for my Part, as is 


dutiful and becoming, in examining ſuch Scruples as have come 


to my Knowledge, I deſire to endeavour it in ſuch a Manner, as 
to oblige the warmeſt and moſt determinate Oppoſers of this Mea- 
ſure, ſhould it fall into their Hands, to ſay, * His Intentions are 
„ good, tho' he hath not ſucceeded in perſuading us.” And the 
1. Objection 1 mention is one abundantly apt, at firſt Sight, to 
weigh with many; for it is ſaid, © That if this Propoſal takes, 
the Edification of the People, which now they have by the 
Variety of Gifts of the many called to aſſiſt at Sacraments, 
« will be prevented.” But how obvious and various are the 
Anſwers to this ? — What Law hinders any Miniſter from edi- 
fying his People in this Way of the Variety of Gifts as often wy 
7147 P — 
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ſeth? In fome Churches an Interchanging of Pulpits on 
bath Days is made very happily to anſwer this Rnd. 

Again, let Congregations faſt often, according to Chriſt's Will 

in his Abſence {and juſt Cauſes, alas I are too ſeldom wanting,) 


and fo obtain that good Thing, as neighbourly Aſſiſtance either 


in Prayer or Exhortation, would, om fuch Occafions, be very de- 
frable. But why ſhould we connect this with the Lord's Supper, 
which Chriſt hath not done, more than with the Lord's Day ? 


Let the Lord's Command be produced for the one more than fog = 


the other. Again, the Method as now propoſed, of four Times 
yearly at leaſt, with a Preparation or Faſting- Day, affords as fais 
an Occaſion for this Variety, as our preſent Practice doth-—-— 
But moſt of all, if it is made a Reaſon againſt repeating the Loyd's. 
Supper, without a Variety of Gifts and Sermons (for with this 
a frequent Repetition is APO becauſe the Rdification 
which the People have by a Variety of Sermons, would 
be prevented, let thoſe who make the Objection, ſoberly lay theiy 
Hand upon their Hearts, and think how they can anſwer to God, 
or the Church of Chriſt, for preventing, by that Way, a greater 
and more ſure Edification, by reſtraining the Lord's People from 
that Supper, where he hath promiſed to drink the new Wine of 
the Kingdom with them in their often doing this to his Remem- 
berance. Whether the Diſpute about edifying Chriſt's Church 
here, be not at the Bottom between the Commandment of God, 
and our Invention, is ſubmitted to the Judgment of every 
ingenuous and diſcerning Chriſtian. = : 
2. There is another Objection moved againſt this Propoſal, 
namely, That the Frequency of this Ordinance will tend to 
«. take away the Solemnity of it.” We ſee the Church of France 
in their Canon point at ſuch a Difficulty ; they judged it ſhould 
be oftener than four Times yearly (the Number. now pro 
with us,) but till they took Order about this Particular of main» 
taining its Solemnity, appointed it not oftener. Here, by the 
by, it appears, that notwithftanding this Riſk, they could have 
no Thoughts of having it ſeldomer than this Number of Times, 
which ſome among us think would deſtroy all our Solemnity, 
were it ſo obtaining: This miſtaken Argument indeed can be 
almoſt equally applied againſt all Sorts of Repetition of this Ordi- 
nance; for if the ſeldomer the more folemn,— and if the more 


folemn the better, no Man can fix the diſtant Period; wherein 


it would be beſt to. the Adminiſtration ; and as it ſtrikes 
againſt. the Lord's Supper every Sabbath, every Month, every 
Quarter, ſo alſo may it be uſed againſt every Year, eſpecially 
when different Congregations having it, tho' once y only, 


yet on different Sabbaths, may greatly tend to leſſen that — _ 
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| Solemnity which ariſes from its rare Adminiſtratioh. The Ab+, 


ſurdity of this Objection might be juſtly ſnewn by à Train of 
Reaſoning of this Sort; but as it is ſo. much inſiſted on, I would 
willingly give it a fuller and: more diftin& Conſideration; beat 
with me then a little on this Head oe 

To illuſtrate this Matter of the 5 of the Lord's Supper, 
I would obſerve, that in general, we are uſed to think that Thing 
folemn, where there is a. Repreſentation of what is important, 
great, ſurprizing, and-intereſting, - worthy to-Eonſtrain- the Atten- 
tion, to command a Fixedneſs; Eſteem, and Reverence, to ex- 
cite alfo unto every ſuitable outward Behaviour of Awe; Won- 
der, or Praiſe, or ſuch like towards the real or ſuppoſed Moment 
of the Objects preſented before us. There are juſt Foundations 


for ſuch Things in Nature, and there are often falſe ones, and 


theſe ought carefully to be diſtinguiſhed by us: — For as of all 
great and good Things there may be Connterfeits, ſo there have 
been many falſe Solemnities in the World, and many falſe Cauſes 
of them; particularly when political and deſigning Men, to ſerve 


their own Ends, have contrived, and, in the Place of real Great- 


neſs and Worth, have ſubſtituted ſuch Circumiſtahces of Surprize 


and Wonder, as might create or preſerve in the Minds of their 
thoughtleſs Fellow-Creatures, an awful Reſpect for Things falſe and 


inſignificant; and which in themſelves had nb. real Foundation or 
Title for ſuch Regards. Thus, among the Romans and other Wor- 
ſhippers of falſe Gods, a Rarity of Repreſentation (frdm- whence 
you cannot but obſerve the very Word Solemnity itſelf, Solus, et 


Anus has its original Derivation, ) was thought neceſſary to pre- 


ſer ye Reverence; as the frequent Views of what was deaf or 
dumb, tho“ of Gold or Silver, muſt naturally have loſt it. 
Thus: ſplendid Entertainments and Shows; to dazle the Eyes, and 
the aſſembling vaſt Multitudes, which is ſo apt to ſtrike with 
Awe, and every other Thing proper to blind or aſtoniſh, were 
made uſe of to ſupply the Want of real Worth, Excellence, or 


the Power of ſaving or deſtroying, which their Gods had not.—- 


\ Neither Chriſtianity, being the Truth of God itſelf,— nor this 


| Inſtitution of its Lord in the holy Supper, where that Truth is 


collected and at once exhibited to a lively and gloriousView, ſtand 
in Need of ſuch artſul Suplements to procure Reverence and Solem- 
nity.— As the Foundations of the Solemnity in Chriſt's Religion 
were otherwiſe, (nay, oppoſitely to what the World had been for- 
merly acquainted with,) laid in his Death; fo in appointing this 
outward Symbol of it, he neglected every Circumſtance, you 
may obſerve, that heretofore had been in Uſe to aid the begetting 

blic Reverence among Men. — No Rarity of Repreſentatjon 
is thought of by him, every Lord's Day his Diſciples are to be 
Wies | | ga- 
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gathered to this Spectacle.— No Grandeur is appointed in this 
Feaſt; the molt ſimple and common, tho' juſtly indeed the moſt 


uſeful and refreſhing, Elements of Bread and Wine, at the ſame 
Time ſhew forth his Death, and afford the Repaſt over it. No 


 Gaudineſs of outward Apparel is called for: If the inward Man 


be fitted well, no Matter for the outward Garments of the Gueſts. 
— Nor is there a Neceſſity for ſtriking Multitudes, a few faithful 
ones at that Banquet can make it very ſolemn. Without ſuch 
Things as have produced falſe Reverence in the World, in this 


Inſtitution is found every Ingredient neceſſary to Solemnity ; 


nay, _ Ingredient calculated to raiſe to the higheſt poſſible 


Degree of it.— Shall we call ſome of them to Rememberance ? 


ff 


The Friends of Chriſt then, at his Table are gathered in the 
full Credit of the Certainty and Juſtice of their own Condemna- 
tion, by a holy God, becauſe of Sin; and trembling in the Feag 
of eternal Death as the Effect of it, according to the Word of his 
Threatening ; profeſs their coming unto Jeſus as the Son of 


God, and having Life in him for ſuch as they are; and in eating 


this Supper, remember his finiſhed Work of Righteouſneſs, who 
was dead and is now alive; rejoicing in it as what the Father is 
8 with, and hath glorified : For this they are thankful, 


leſſing the Father of their Lord, and rejoicing in him, in his Son, 


and in the Spirit; in one another, and in the divine Glory ſhin- 
ning in this Redemption: by this Action they ſhew forth, and 
publicly glory in the Croſs of Chriſt, as the Glaſs wherein it is 

held; and being conſtrained by the Mercies of God, and 
the Love of Chriſt, they preſent their Bodies as living Sacrifices, 
holy and acceptable to God, as their reaſonable Service ; deter- 
mined no more to live to tkemſelves, but to him who died and 
roſe again ; and thus ſeparating themſelves from the World, to 
the Service of God, and to the Hope of their Lord's Appearance, 
they confeſs themſe] ves Pilgrims and Strangers in the Earth, and 
declare they are ſeeking another Country; applying to that 
Throne of Grace, where they. have found Mercy, to obtain 
Grace in Time of Need; and thus, while they ſing a Song of 
Zion to their God and the Lamb, their Hearts are comforted, be- 
ing knit together in Love, while in the Aſſurance of their Un- 
derſtandings they acknowlege the Myſtery of God, even the Fa- 


ther, and of Chriſt, in this Action.— In higher or lower De- 


grees, I ſuppoſe, theſe are ſome of the material Things that are 


repreſented, and are deſired to be felt by all Saints at the 


Lord's Supper, their particular Caſes are infinitely various, but 
all have their Conne tions and Dependance on theſe great Ge- 
nerals, and are like them, important; having their Relation to 
Things eternal. Here then are Matters truly ſolemn, * 

| G ur- 


r e oo ISIS — © 2 


* 
* * * 
— , — werndg i new ehs Ae as —— — —— —— TT—— — Fe 
— — - a ry 


— - ——— — —— — 


* 
— — C/ — : — E—ͥ— 


— x =o ern ren egy 
Z — > onthe 
- nl 4.- — —— 


=. . 


A * 
N. _ 9 


£ 
S. + 


3 N 
4 i 
N 


Things grow old with Years? Does their Importance or Awful: 


1 J 


* ; 
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þ -*** ſurprizing, important, awful, and intereſting; worthy to ſhut - 
+> out every other Concern, and bring every other Imagination 


down,— to arreſt the whole Man, nay, the whole World of Men, 


at once and for Eternity, filling with Elteem, raiſing to Praiſe, 


if not, as more befitting the great and laſting Reaſons of Aſtoniſh+ 
ment, ſtriking dumb ! — What outward Circumſtances of So- 
lemnity are needful here, where there is the leaſt ſpiritual] en- 
lightening, or any Eye-Salve from Chriſt to ſee in Faith? Once 


ſuppoſe the Facts whereof this Action of the Supper is the Re- 


preſentation, even the Sufferings of Chriſt, and the following. 
Glory, to be real, and the Action muſt ſtand immoveably great 
and ſolemn, againſt all Efforts to make it appear otherwiſe, 
The Neglect of Thouſands minding periſhing Things will not 
make what is here ſet forth leſs worthy of Eſteem or Purſuit, or 


theſe Men however few leſs wiſe, who, in this Action, profeſs 


their Deſire of heavenly Subſtance, becauſe others are treaſuring 
up in their Folly that Which cannot profit. — When the Men of 
Ridicule bring their Teſt of Truth, what will they Taugh to 
ſcorn ? Will not their Deriſion recoil, when Things hs that are 
lovely, Praiſe-worthy, and great; ſuch as God, his Glory, Chriſt, 


and his Grace and Power to ſave; and ſuch like Things, are 


here to be found ? —Will the Contempt of the proud make theſe 
Things little, in themſelves ſo great, and which, to the Things of 
their Ambition compared, are, as the whole Univerſe is to a few 
Bubbles, ſoon to burſt ? — And as theſe truly ſolemn Things, un- 


der this Repreſentation of the Supper, can ſtand the Shock of all 


Enquiry and Contempt, ſo are they indeed of ſuch real Importance 
as to ſtand in Need of no Supplements neceſſary to falſe Great- 
neſs and Solemnity; what to ſuch Things is profitable, is hurt- 
ful here; as every Thing is, that at all diverts the Heart and 
Eye from the great Things ſignified by this Memorial, which ne- 
ver can be beheld, pried into, eſteemed, or praiſed ſufficiently, 
but which the more and longer they are attended to, muſt pro- 
duce the greater Admiratian and Love; and as therefore in an 


_ outward Repreſentation, they need no Embelliſhment, ſo Chriſt 


rovided none for them : —-For, will a frequent Engagement here 
pall the believing Soul? Things truly great like this, if any 
Thing were like it, decay not thro” repeated Repreſentations ;. 
That is proper to falſe Appearances only ; leaſt of all therefore 
to what ſhews [forth Jeſus crucified, but now alive, the Father 
pleaſed with him, aud with his Brethren on his Account, Men 
paſſing from Death to Life, from Fear to eternal Hope, and their 
glorying in the Crofs of Chriſt as the immòveable Foundation 
of it, and of their Conſolation therein. Cans ſuch ſubſtantial 


neſs 


e RR 


neſs leſſen by frequent andrepeatedViews ? Why then are not An- 


gels tired of prying ? why not weary of their Songs? And as Rarity 
or long Intervals are not neceſſary to keep up the Reputation and 
Solemnity of this Ordinance, ſo neither are theſe other Things 
uſually employed to help falſe or imperfect Greatneſs, ſuch as 


the Shew'of ſumptuous Apparel or Entertainment, new Appear- 
ances or gathered Multitudes.—— But if from the Uſe of Multi- 
' tudes at our Sacraments, any were likely to hefitate about the 


laſt of theſe, and doubt if a goodly Number were not needful to 


make the Lord's Supper ſolemn, and therefore inclined to inſiit, 


that this Propoſal will probably be followed with this Conſe- 
quence, that as many would abſtract from Communion, who came 
when this Adminiſtration is feldom, but will not when it is often, 
ſo thereby the Lord's Table will be thin, and thence the Solem- 
nity be much abated : After having obſerved, that if in thoſe, 
who are in Uſe to communicate, when the Adminiſtration is 


ſeldom, there be any good Thing towards the Lord, it ought to 


be the Care of Miniſters to ſhew them their Duty, in this Rez 
ſpect, and the Truth, in Time, will doubtleſs find its Way into 
their Hearts; ſo the Solemnity in this View will not be loſt for 
them, I would next -take Notice, that as to the reſt or any 
Numbers making a Multitude as ſuch, this does not enter ſo pro- 


perly into the Notion of the Solemnity of the Lord's Supper as 
ſome imagine. To illuſtrate this, let it be obſerved, That nei- 


ther good nor evil Things of different Species can always be com- 
pared together, as their ſeveral Qualities lie differently.— Thus 


Duties to ourſelves, and to our Neighbours are each ſo beautiful, 


one knows not which in Compariſon to prefer.— Robbery, again, 
and Intemperance, are both ſo odious, that it is not eaſy to ſay 
which ſhould be molt difpraiſed :— So it is here, there is ſo much 
Awfulneſs in a great Multitude's profeſſing their Faith in the eter- 
nal Things of the Goſpel, that one cannot well enough expreſs 
the Solemnity of the Sight. — Again, a very ſmall Number ex- 
preſſing their Deſire to eſcape the Wrath to come, by Jeſus 
Chriſt, in fitting at the Lord's Table in Midſt of a ſinful and 
careleſs World, has ſome ſtriking Circumſtances that are not in 
the other. Thus the gldrious Mareh of the Thouſands: of Iſra- 
el, from the Captivity and the Plagues of Egypt, undet the Blood 


of the Paſſover, thro' the Red Sea, to a promiſed diſtant Land, 


was ſurprizingly awful: Let I ſhould be ſtraitened to ſay it were 
more R | 

with Fear for coming Wrath, entering into the Ark of God to e- 
ſcape it, in the Sight of a whole ſecure beholding World, ready, 


for Want of like Faith, to be ſwallowed up of the Waters. 
It was doubtleſs very ſolemn to ſee the Thouſands after Pentecoſt 
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breaking Bread. But, is your Soul leſs arreſted, leſs wrapt up 
in Awe, When you think of the upper Room, and the Twelve 
only, dividing the Cup among themſelves ?—— 80 (till, when I 
think of but two or three being gathered together to this Ordi- 
nance, in the Exerciſe of Faith, Love, and Hope, Chriſt breath- 
ing on them, making them joy in God through him, by whom 
they receive the Atonement, I cannot ſeparate Solemnity from 
my Thoughts,—as I own indeed I cannot either, when a greater 
Number is engaged in the ſame Action. I ſay theſe Things to 
ſhew, that what we call Solemnity, does not, in the Lord's Supper, 
5 properly depend upon a Multitude, that ſtrik ing Circumſtance in 
ihe World's Eyes in other Things, and which ſome may unwarily 
think needſul here. It is another Thing that makes this Action 
ſolemn, © Men new born of God by the Spirit, in the Exerciſe 
« of Grace upon God and Chriſt, and the great Things of the 
« Goſpel, whatever their Numbers be, will make the breaking 
« of Bread a very ſolemn Thing.“ And no Numbers, however 
great or outwardly ſplendid of another Character, lying yet in 
Darkneſs, Sin, and Death, can either make or add to Solemnity 
here; Thouſands of ſuch on the contrary deſtroy it, and make 
the Table of the Lord contemptible.— We know (Mal. Chap. i.) 
what did fo in the Old Feſtament ; the blind and the lame, etc. and 
dead Carcaſſes were ever an Abomination before the Lord.— Nor 
are we ignorant what correſponds to theſe in the New Teſtament : 
And nothing outward can ever ſupply ſuch a Deſect.— One Eli. 


jah, with a very ſmall Company of true 3 of the liv- 
' 


ing God, praying down the Fire of the Spirit to lick up the Wa- 
ter in the Trench, and by touching the Wood, Duſt, and Stone 
__ - to cauſe a living Flame mount 3 to God, ,is a Matter of infinit- 
ly more Solemnity, than 450 unſpiritual Prieſts, in all the Appa- 
ratus of outward Show, attended by Princes and Thouſands crying 
all Day aloud ; nay, though in their blind Zeal, they cut them- 
" ſelves when no God deſcends, nor any Symptom of his Preſence 
is near. And I dare not conceal it, that were this to be the Ef- 
fe of this Overture's obtaining, that hereby Multitudes who can 
never make any Solemnity at the Lord's Supper, would with- 
draw till Things befitting the Action were ſeen about them, what 
a notable Reaſon J ſhould think it for giving an Approbation 
to it. 2334 \ | 
If theſe Things in general are allowed, but the ObjeQion not 
. departed from, 1 ſuppoſe it muſt next be preſſed in this Manner, 
That ſuch is our Weakneſs in Chriſtianity, that though the 
Things of it themſelves do not, yet do we want ſuch Admi- 
* nicles to prevent too much Familiarity, and to beget the de- 
* ſired Solemnity, and that a Rarity of this Action, and many 
| | | * be- 
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6 
being gathered together, are very conducive now to that End.“ 
But here we would take Notice, that beſides it is beyond all 
Controverſy an unanſwerable Reply to this, that the beſt Judges, 
even God the Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chrift, have thought 
otherwiſe *, by not appointing ſuch Things, but the Reverſe of 
them, in the Supper ; yet let it be farther obſerved, whereto this 
Reaſoning tends, viz. That in all other awful Duties, where there 
is Danger in the Miſcarriage, through too great Familiarity, we 
ſhould alſo be ſeldom ingaged, that ſo the Solemnity being in- 
creaſed by the Unfrequency, our Danger might be leſs of Raſh- 
neſs or Misbehaviour in them.— We have formerly hinted, you 
know, how awful it is to pray, to hear, to keep Sabbath; and I 
can have no Sort of Doubt, if one Sabbath, ms one Act of pub- 


lic Worſhip, of ten that are now in uſe among us, were only pra- 


Riſed, but that the outward Appearances of Solemnity would be 


greater by, Multitudes, and other Circumſtances. — But would the 


moſt jealous of the Want of Solemnity in the Lord's Supper, by 
the propoſed Frequency, adviſe to this Meaſure, that Chriſtians 
ſhould a few Times in the Year only attempt in Prayer to en- 
ter into the holieſt of all by the Blood of Jeſus, as then it might 
be expected the Addreſſes would be more jolemn : Or that they 


ſhould 


* . 


| *® Though, as a very diſcerning perſon hath ſaid, That forms muſt 
« preſerve religion among men, yet certainly God is the only judge what 
kind and number of theſe is beſt proportioned to his ſeveral diſpenſations, 
and needful to the men under them,---Thus he gave, for wiſe reaſons, ma- 
ny more forms to the diſpenſations of ſhadows under Moſes, than he bath - 


thought proper when the veil is taken away, and men now ſee face to face.--- 
And doth not the ſpirit, that leads to alter the appointments about the Lord's 


ſupper, and would plant other guards, or contrive other aſſiſtances for its 
ſolemnity than God hath appointed, at the ſame time in ſome meaſure diſ- 
anul his judgment,--- and open an endleſs door to all the pomp of ceremo- 
ny, will-worſhip, garbs, or muſic ; whoſe deviſers, in their wiſdom, may 
inſiſt on their uſefulneſs, to heighten the ſolemnity of every part of the ſer- 
vice of God, as thoſe who plead for theſe things fay they are uſeful for that 
end in the Lord's ſupper? I have read nothing juſter on this matter than 
what a great man of reaſon, and at the fame time a high-church man, hath 
ſaid, which is ſo applicable to all ſuch ſubjects, I mean, Dr. Taylor, in his 
Duct. Dubit. who, ſpeaking of the ſacrament, ſays, Vol. 2. c. 4. p.12. 
par. 2. For in theſe rites which are miniſtries of grace, no man muſt in- 
« terpoſe any thing that can alter any part of the inſtitution, or make change 
or variety in that which is of divine appointment; for the effect in theſe - 
things depends wholly on the will of God, and we have nothing to diſ- 
% courſe or argue, for we know nothing but the inſtitution, nothing of the 
« reaſon of the thing; and therefore we muſt in theſe caſes, with fimplicity 
** and obedience, apply ourſelves to practiſe as we have received, for we have 
4% nothing elſe to guide us; memory and obedience, not diſcourſe and argu- 
ment, are here in ſeaſon. How applicable and ftrong this is to the pre. 


Tent caſe, I need not repreſent, 


7, 
\ ? 


A 


E 
ſhould have the Word ſeldom preached to them, as it is likely 
they would give more earneſt Heed to the Things ſpoken ? yet 


is he a wiſer Man than I, that, from the Will of God, or the Chri. 


ſtians that beſt underſtood it, or from the Nature of the Thing 
either, can find a Difference between the one Caſe and the other ? 
But, Dear Sir, to our own Eye- ſight and Experience, all theſe 
Reaſonings are vain; for whether (I would calmly aſk him, that 
makes theſe Objections) are they eſteemed molt lively and moſt 
ſolemn in Prayer, who are ſeldom or more habitually engaged in 
that Duty? Nay, more, whether they who among ourſelves re- 
ceive the Lord's Supper oftneſt, or more rarely, are eſteemed, 
when preſent at it, to be there with moſt Solemnity ? Hearken, I 
pray you, to the Sentiments of one upon this Subject, who is wont 
to be eſteemed very ſound and very ſolid. Frequent it ſhould 
be, ſays Dr. Charnock; the too much deferring does more Hurt 
than 3 Communicating; the oftner we carefully and be- 
% lievingly communicate, the more diſpoſed ſhall we be for it; 
« Abſtinence from it can never be good, bur, ex accidente, by our 
« Indiſpoſition ; but to communicate believingly is good in it- 
* ſelf : Now, that which is good in itſelf, is to be preferred before 
* that which is good accidentally ; if we abſtain from it from Re- 
« yerence, we may the rather come for Reverence; for if it be 
« . worthily received, it increaſes our Reverence for God, and our 
« Affection to him. That is the beſt Reverence of God, which 
„ owns his Authority, —” = ; 
In fact, were not the firſt Chriſtians reverent in their frequent 
Approaches to the Lord's Supper? Is this doubted or denied? 
If it is ſtill ſaid they had more of the Holy Ghoſt; it is anſwer- 
ed, if the Want of him makes us ſhrink back from the Supper, 
how do we ſo often venture on other Duties without him ? Is he 
leſs neceſſary for Acceptance in Praiſe, Prayer, etc. than for this 
Duty? Can we do without him? Or is there no Danger, if, 


through our Crime, he helps not our Infirmities many or all of 


them? Is the Promiſe or the Threatening otherwiſe laid to this 
than other Parts of the Worſhip of God ?——Again, had the firſt 
Chriſtians more of the Holy Ghoſt? For what Reaſon was it ſo? 
Is not the Command to us as well as to them? Is not the Pro- 
miſe ſtill annexed to it? Is not the Reſidue of the Spirit, which 
was in them, ſtill with Chriſt, the Fulneſs ſtill remaining? Is 


the Lord leſs liberal now than heretofore? Does he upbraid 


more, or is he more wearied of receiving, or breathing on his 


People? Theſe Things, I ſuppoſe, will not be faid ; but is there 


ſill a Difference in the Ways of an unchangeable God? Whence 
then does it flow ? Where can it ly? Whatever is in this Mat- 
ter, I can ſee no Way of accounting far it but one, vis. that we 

| > ne- 
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neglecting theſe Commands the firſt Chriſtians abode in, and be- 
ing thus leſs in the Way of our Duty, have leſs of theſe Promi- 
ſes connected with our Duty, made out to us, than they had. 
The Inference from this to frequent Communion is ſo obvious, 
that I need not formally make it. j AY 

If it ſhould ſtill be ſaid, That though, with ſome, the Life 
« of Religion is continued, and increaſed by the frequent Uſe of 
« this as well as other Ordinances; yet, with the Generality, Re- 
« ligion is fo low, that abſolute Formality is only to be looked for 
« from a frequent Uſe of this Appointment.” As to this it is fit 
to obſerve, that nothing can be juſter than the Fear of Formality 
in Chriſtians under the Ordinances of the Goſpel. —-The melan- 
choly Experience of every Age, and that too where theſe Ordinan- 
ces have been in their fulleſt and pureſt Forms, declares it; nay; 
the Scripture, in the molt eremptory Manner, forewarns, that 
this is always to be looked for, and commands it ſhould be care- 
fally looked after ; there is no Book in the New Teſtament, that 
does not foretel, or complain of, or threaten not only ſuch For- 
mality, but Apoſtaſy too; no Wonder, therefore, that Perſons con- 
cerned about Religion ſhould have Fears of this Sort. But how 
diſtin, inconnected with, nay oppoſite, is this Apprehenſion 10 
any Influence, this, or any other Ordinance of Chriſt can have, 
to produce theſe melancholy Things, whoſe very. End of Inſtitu- 
tion is to prevent them? and what, therefore, the Continuance 
in them may beſt be expected to effect? and who, indeed, in So- 
briety of Thought, can imagine that frequent Communion, par- 
ticularly, can be any Occaſion of Formality in Religion, ox failing 
of the Grace of God? or that Unfrequency therein can be a Re- 
medy againſt it? or that it is one of Chriſt's Remedies ?!—Ob- 


* Dear Sir, the fruitful Imagination of Men, I know any 


Side of a Queſtion, may, among themſelves, be made feahble :—+ 
And obſerving their Self liking, or Self-conceit, or Pride, as you 
pleaſe to call it, I am not ſurprized to find there is very. rarely a 
yielding to the better by thoſe who happen to be on the worſt Side 
of an Argument; ſo this Queſtion, I own, might be long enough 
in Diſpute, and undecided, were it left to Men to determine, whe- 


ther frequent Communion would not occaſion Formality in this 


Action, and in all Religion; but when a Chriſtian, ſpeaking to a 
Chriſtian, finds a Part of the Will of Chriſt clear on a Point of 
Difference, delivered from the miry ſlippèry Paths of Diſpute, 
he finds his Feet as upon a Rock, ſettled and ſafe: Thus, about 


the preſent Queſtion; I think there is ſo clear a Revelation of the 


Will of God, that I would willingly hope, Men having once con- 
ſidered it, would think well, before they again made the Fears of 
formality. in Religion à Reaſon for attending ſeldom on the Ordi- 


| nances, - 


8 narices, and on this Ordinance of the Supper. In the Epiſtle to the 
= Hebrews, (among many other ſuch Scriptures which might eaſily be 

| produced) we find in its inſpired Writer frequent Fears and Cautions 
againſt Formality among Chriſtians, and againſt Apoſtaſy, to which g 


it leads: But what are his Directions, his appointed Remedies? Un. W 
frequent Communicating, and ſuch like? nothing leſs; quite other E 
Cures are they which he preſcribes, even Watchfulneſs, conſtant tt 


Exhortation, Stedfaitneſs in the Profeſſion of Chriſt, depending fa 
for that Stedfaſtneſs upon Grace, from a faithful promiſing God, * 
Chriſtians provoking one another to Love, and good Works, and 1 
the Exerciſe of Chriſtian Diſcipline, where the gentler Ways of th 
Exhortation, etc. will not do. The Paſſages where you find theſe 
Things clearly are, Chap. iii. 12:—Chap, x. 19.—23. Chap. xii, a 
12.—18. and in Chap. x. 25. particularly there is this Remedy It 
provided, Not for ſaking the aſſembling of yourſelves together, as the = 
Manner of ſome is, but exhorting one another; and ſo much the more, 1 
at you ſee the Day approaching. Here, then, is a Reaſoning of a fa 
| Sort, and from a Quarter which cannot be gainfaid, as in this we ng 
think there is a full Argument, for a conſtant abiding in the Lord's L 
Supper, as a proper Remedy againſt the dreaded Formality and 
.Apoſtaſy;—For what End did the Chriſtians aſſemble together ?— * 
And in what were they engaged, when gathered to one Place? “ 
Did they not break Bread conſtantly, as is above abundantly MW © 
8 ſhewn : Did they ever aſſemble without it? The continuing fl 
\ | ſtedfaſtly, therefore, in the Breaking of Bread, muſt be acknow- 0 
3 leged as one Remedy of the Holy Ghoſt, againſt Formality, etc. y 
f 
a| 
for 
de 


in Religion, until it either be ſhewn, that the Breaking of Bread was 
not the Work of Chriſtians, when aſfembled together, and which 
therefore is not included in this Exhortation;—or that it was only 
the firſt Chriſtians, that were bound to hearken to this. Though 
the following Clauſe, And ſo much the more as you ſee the Day ap- 
proaching, looks rather (if in this Cafe à Rather can be admitted) 
like a greater Binding of a conſtant Attendance, in this and all 
the Ordinances connected with Aſſembling, upon-us than it was tel 
upon them, in as far as we are ſo many hundred Years nearer the 
great and terrible Day of the Lord than they were; and if the Day Ml © 
here ſpoken of be reckoned the Day of Feru/alem's Deſtruction, Ml ©. 
this will rather heighten than leſſen, the Force of the Argument; ec 
as that Day was a Type of the next and awful Day, wherein we « 
Gentile Chriſtians have all our Concern; for this makes its Ter- the 
rors the more certain and awful to us, when we ſee the Lord re- dit 
pented not of the Evil on Feruſalen, but executed his Wrath to Ml ©: 
- the uttermoſt there, the ſure Preſage of the full Execution of all his MW x, 
Terrors upon all who are not diligent to be found of him in Peace, MW «ia 
in that laſt Day of Vengeance ſo much upon his Heart. I pray I ol 
29 26 | 5 vou 
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you to recommend the ſerious Conſideration of this Paſſage, or be 
fore the Lord, to any good Man you hear doubting or obſecting be: 


gainſt the Frequency of the Lord's Supper, as tending to waſte a- 
way its Solemnity, or create Formality ; I cannot ſee how his 
Heart will get from under it; it fo clearly appears, I think, that 
the Proviſion of Jeſus Chriſt to his People, againſt Formality, or 
failing of the Grace of Cod, and the upholding of their Life in him, 
is a conſtant aſſembling of themſelves together, to eat his Supper, 
as well as Diligence m any other Mean of Grace, and that, with 
the ſingle outward Help'and Guards of the 'dug Exerciſe of the 
Gifts and Diſcipline in his Church, that I cannot, with any Tg: 
of mine, figure what a Mind, giving Ear to Chriſt, can ſay againſt 
it; and this is not only the Proviſion in a vigorous and flouriſh- 
ing State of any Part of his Body; but no other Remedy is men- 
tioned in a more languiſhing Situation; and leaſt of all is the for- 
faking the aſſembling together, or the Neglect of any Part of com- 
manded Duty, when afſembled, pyeſcribed, or permitted by the 
Lord, in any ſuch State. This is our own, not his Invention. 
If any, laying hold on what is laſt mentioned about the Helps, and 
outward Guards againſt Formality, ſhould inſiſt, that, admitting what 
is repreſented to be true; yet, that our Helps and Guards, parti- 
cularly in the Matter of our Diſcipline, are ſo low, that the In- 
fluence this may have upon the Lord's Table, may rather tend 
to make it contemptible than comfortable, and the more certain- 
ly bring upon us what we fear, an univerſal Decay of Religion. 
Not caring to compare myſelf with others, I ſay not, that no Man has 
a ſtronger Senſe of the Danger here repreſented than I. — But, as 
formerly, I here again declare, that to me this appears to be our, 
deadly Wound“; yet quite oppoſite is the Inference I would 
F erin As Forde of Nr 
One 9 inſtance of the decay of religion, by this means, is in. 
the church of France. Mr. Quick; after many elogiums on their diſcipline, 
tells, © That the pious reformers ſaw ſuch neceſſity for a juſt execution of 
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being in ſuch a Situation, than what ie above; ſame 


ſay, becauſe it is ſo, abſtain from Frequency in the Lord's Sup- 


r; whereas, I ſhould humbly think, becauſe it is fo, and pro- 
bably for this among other Reaſons, becauſe the Lord's Supper 
hath been abſtained from; therefore let us again addreſs ourſelves 
vigorouſly to the Ordinance of God, and to this Qtdinance of the 


8 that the Guards to it may, if poſſible, be reſtored. 


or, in the firſt Place, can yon think, Dear Sir, that the too 
much nęglecting one Command will juſtify our ſuperſeding ano- 
ther? The Way how this Matter, at preſent, appears to mg from 
the Word of God, is as follows: There are two Commands in 
the New Teſtament, Do this in Remembrance of me, and Purge out 
the old Leaven, both of them, doubtleſs, binding on Chriſtians; 
and the Neglect of either criminal: But I do not ſee, that the 
Neglect of the laſt, or becauſe others we are connected with ne- 
glect it more than they ſhould do, can at all be a juſt Reaſon for 
our continuing in the Neglect of the other. The hrſt Command 
here ſeems to be, Do this. This ought to be ſtedſaſtly continued 


in, and if we deſire to be faithful as to Diſcipline, though others 


we are connected with are not fo, or not {a much as they ſhould 
be, and we deſire; yet are not we, hy their culpable Remiſſneſs, 
looſed from our Obligation, ta abey, the Lord's Law about the 
Supper; the one is evil, as a Breach of a Commandment, the o- 


ther worſe, as the habitual Neglect of two. There are ſeveral In- 


ſtances, I think, concerning this, in the Scriptures, directly in 
Point; the Church of Corinth we ſee very low and looſe as to their 
Diſcipline; and the Apaſtle, for this great Evil, rebukes them; 
and, anxious for the Conſequences, expoſtulates, Kyow ye not 


that a little Leaven leavens the wholg Lump? as if he had ſaid, the 


- 


Neglect of this Ordinance of Diſcipline will be your Deſtruction. 


But, it is obſervable, though he reproves them for many Evils 
and Irregularities, and for fome in ihis very Matter of the Lord's 
Supper too, appointing Diſcipline to be exerciſed on a very noto- 
rious wicked Perfon among them; yet this comes under no 
Reprehenſion, that they had not put a Stop to the Adminiſtration 
of the Supper, till even that Perſon was caſt out, nor are the faith - 
ful Part of the Church, in that Diviſion about him, reproved, be- 
cauſe they had not abſtained from that Command, of eating 
the Lord's Supper, till the other Command, about Pipe 


women, Madame Goffip and Ferry, who had not ſubſcribed; that i, who 

noſt ſolemnly before God had not renagaced the Proteſtant and embraced the 
Popith religion, though at that time there were ten thouſand Cammunicants 
in that City. This. not mentioned'to upbraid that church, -whoſe * 
tion calls for ſo much ſympathy, and ſo many preyers, but to let us ſee th 
fue peel on Which they ſplit, that we may fear: VIE ; * 
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had been fully obtemperate as to him; nor does the Apöſtle 
give the moſt diſtant Hint, that they ſhould ſuſpend that Or= 
dimünes till they were as he would have them to be; and yod 
ſee his Sentiments clearly are but indifferent enough about them 
Rill;” 2 Cori xii. 20 tc. though ho doubt, it was their Ddity; 
from the Law tie bad juſt given to purge out the old Leaven; to 


be ehdeavouring it. In like Manner; in the Churches in 


the  Rev##arion, we find the Lord himſelf very angry, that 
they had with them ſuch heinous Tranſgreſſors as are by him 
deſcribetl; that they had not purged away ſuch vile Leaven from 
them; yet is it not made a Charge againſt the ſo much com- 
mended Faithful, who, though ſometimes very few, had to their 
Power withſtood, but it ſeems had not prevailed to caſt theſe 
groſs Offenders out, that they had not abſtained from obeying the 
Command in the Supper, even when theſe evil Perſons were 
there; though it, doubtleſs, had been a great Burdeti to them! 
In this then, there appears to be a real Diſtinction, namely, be- 
tween the Duties that ariſe to Chriſtians; from Chriſt's Laws a- 
bout Diſeipline, which they ſhould conſtantly fulfil, and the Duty 
of refiefmbering Chriſt in his Supper, which, 8s firſt and princi- 
pal; aught to be continued in; and not to be ſuperſeded, when 
Chriſtiarts doing what they can in the other, cannot, in all Points; 
have Things as they think the Seripture ſays they ſhould be; in 
the Churches they are Members of, —The Reaſonings of Men are 
endleſs; Inſtances of Facts are ſureſt; and it ſeems to be rio ſmall 
Hluſtration of this Sentiment, that, in all . an Inſtance is 
not produced; in of near the Times of the Apoſtles, where any 
y of the Faithful, in'a Churth, ſuſpended their Communion 
in it, or divided altogether, becauſe every Thing in Diſcipline 
was not us it otight to have been, though, we know, there is no 
Want of Inſtances of abundant Gauſe of Complaint; and Charge 
too, from him whoſe Eyes are as a'Plamie of Fire againſt Churches; 
for going in that Matter, far from his Law; and for which he juſt-. 
ly threatened Ruin to them; even before he was done with ſpeaks 
ing to them from Heaven by his Spirit in his Apoſtles. —Tho' theres. 
fore we never can be diſſolved from our Obligation to fulfil Chrilt's 
Laws about Diſcipline; though our not fulfilling them is a great 
Offence in Chriſt's Eyes; though openly wicked Men are always: 
Spots arid Blemiſhes at Chriſtian' Feaſts, and, when allowed, will 
bring down heavy judgments, and though we ought ever to do 
what we can; to reſtore Diſcipline to Vigour, when in a languiſh- 
ing Skate; yet, from Examples in Scripture, it appears; its lan» 
3 onglit not to make Chriſtians believe they are looſ⸗ 
| the Obligation, nor be a juſt Apology for their not actuai- 


ly obeymg the Lord often, in rememberingę nn 


„ 
But, further, what hope we to do, by abiding in our preſent 
Situation? By the Complaints of the Decay of Religion, and the 
languiſhing State of Diſeipline, it would appear the preſent Me- 
thod has not been very ſucceſsſul againſt theſe Evils, as that we 
ſhoula earneſtly covet to abide in it, eſpecially in Oppoſition to 
what is nearer the Laws of Chriſt; if we wiſh for reviving, how 
ſhall we expect that ſhould do it, which has not kept us in Life? 
The Truth is, there ſeems to be many Cauſes concurring, that 
make us ready to dis; and our Eyes muſt be to ſomething elſe, than 
any outward Mean, to ſtrengthen what remains: And, with re- 
gard to the preſent Alteration, were it made, I — — it would be 
(till as it is now, i. e. that careleſs Miniſters and Chriſtians would gain 
little Ground in Religion by it, as they gain little now; Proſpe- 
rity in Religion depending on ſomething elſe, than any outward 
Manner of enjoying the Means of Grace: And that, on the other 
Hand, theſe: Servants who ſtand in God's Council, and deſire to 
be faithful; as well as private Chriſtians who are ſeeking his Face, 
as they are not now deſpiſed by the Lord, might alſo expect, in 
this Event, the more Countenance, Comfort, and Succeſs, as they 
would oftner be in the Way of receiving, according to the Pro- 
miſes, ſuch- good Things from him.-—And here I would only add 
to: what was formerly faid, that if there be any Mean on Earth by 
which Diſcipline might be retrieved, it is this; for where ſhould 
it be expected to flouriſh, but where God has connected it even 
with his own Ordinances? And, as to this particular one, it muſt 
be faid, that a Church and Worſhip, not excluding, ſurely, this 
material Part of it, the Lord's Supper, do, in their very Ideas, pre- 
cede: Diſcipline: Let us therefore, in the firſt Place, reſolve to 
eontinue'ſtedfaſtly in the aſſembling ourſelves together, and often 
to remember our Lord's Death while we do ſo; and then, under 
a like Senſe of Duty, be perſuaded to exhort and rebuke with all 
Long-ſuffering and Doctrine, to take heed of an evil Spirit of Unbe- 
Leh, in departing from the 22 yr U any Root of Bitterneſi 
trouble, and thereby many be deſiled, loo 
fail of the Grace of God; and if we thus make Uſe of the Fences 
which Chriſt hath planted about this Ordinance, we need have na 
Apprehenſions of loſing Solemnity, or making this high Action 
common, of Men's turning formal in the Uſe of it, or Religion's 
loſing Ground, or languiſhing thereby: It is by neglecting theſe 
of Chriſt, and, in their Room, placing Guards of our own, that 
the Things we complain of ſhunning have entered: Nor can we 
over truly expect to be delivered from them, but by embracing 
what we ſnun; for noAphoriſm can he truer than this, the Lord iswith 
you; while you be with him; and if. 
3 but, if ze for ſake him, he tine, with ſe 
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ard to-this Objedion, about the Fears of Want of Soleminity' n 


the Lord's Supper, I conclude, fully agreeing to the /Sentiments 
of a learned Perſon, That if there be ſufficient Warrant from 
& Jeſus Chriſt, and in the Scriptures, for frequent Communicat- 
ing, it is, inſtead of being dutiful, ſinful rather to fear, that our 
« hearkening to Chriſt, in keeping eloſe to his Inſtitution, has a 
« Tendency-to leſſen the Solemnity of it; or, conſequently, to 
occaſion the Formality of Chriſtians, or Decay of real Chriſtianity, 

Having fo largely inſiſted on this, which I conſider as the prin- 
cipal Objection, I ſhall be more conciſe on ſome others: If, then, 
jt is further alleged, that God hath oſten given Countenance and 
Succeſs to the Sermons preached with us at the Lord's Supper; 


and thereſore it were a Pity to part with them. It were Anſwer 


enough, one ſhould think, to this, to ſay; That from the Begin. 


ning it was not ſos but, . for Satisfaction, Inwould further teaſon 


thus, upon this Head: Preaching is God's Inſtitution; be! may; 
bleſs it when he will; and that he hath often bleſſed it at Sacraments, 
ſhould be both acknowleged; and he praiſed on that Account; but 
here is no Argument, nor is it poſſible there ſhould be one, for the 
Continuance of all theſe Sermons, unleſs we will carry the Mean; 
ing of Preaching out of Seaſon, ſo far; as by it, to ſhut out other Du- 
ties: But is there any thing leſs diſputed. than this, that one Duty 
ſhould not ſhut out another? And when the Perſons arguipg on 
this Head, for our preſent Way, will allow, that becauſe God hath 
bleſſed one in Prayer, therefore he ſhould continue in Prayer, to 
the Neglect of hearing the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, we ſhall alſo 
yield, that becauſe. God hath bleſſed many.Sermons at Sacramentsz 
therefore we may juſtly continue theſe Sermons, though it makes 
the great Duty _ remembering Chriſt's Death often utterly impracti- 
cable; and, we may certainly add, becauſe none will diſpute it, 
that, as the Lord hath bleſſed the frequent Miniſtration of his Sup- 


r, where no ſuch Practice of multiplied Sermons hath attended 


it; (for, in all Antiquity, in all Proteſtant Nations, at our own Re- 
formation, and downward, theſe were not;) Bleſſings, therefore; 


in that Ordinance, cannot be connected with them; ſo we have 
no Reaſon to fear, if theſe were ſuperſeded now, eſpecially in the 
View of walking more diligently in all the Commandments of the 


Lord, that he would withdraw his Preſence; or not bleſs his own. 


People ſtill. waiting on him in his own pure Appointment. It ought | 
carefully, indeed, to be obſerved, that theſe Sermons are not wiſhed 
away, becauſe we would be quit of Sermons, or becauſe, if the Peo - 


ple think they are more edified by Preaching at rheſe, than at other 
Times, either through their own Concern to be ſo, or Miniſters 


greater Care, and the Lord's Bleſſing * 3 = therefore + | 
were a molt unjultifiable. 
nad 


would deprive ibem of that Benefit, th 
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wnhdppy Fodting to put this Deſire apo, Let theſs 
s of more Edification continue, and increaſe more and more, 


a nothing in this Propoſal, I am ſure; obſtructs them. The juſt 


and only Moti ves of wiſning an Alteration; as propoſed, are the 
avoiding the Inconveniences tliat are in our preſent Way, as told 
in the G/d/gow Overture, and the Acceſs to àa more frequent En- 
gagement in another high Duty, which is now prevented; and 
theſe, or ſuch Conſiderations, it is hoped, will ſatisfy every ſober 
minded Perſon as to the Reaſonableneſs of the Propoſal in this 
Others, I believe, are unwilling to give up our preſent Way, 
as that, they think, will rob them of the Fellowſhip of many 
Saints who, from other Places, attend their Churches at the 
Lord's Supper now: But tho? it might alſo be ſufficient here to 
ſay, that the Epheſſunt did not come to Philippi, nor the Philip- 
ans to Epheſus, or any other Church, to refreſh or be refreſhed 
y one another at the Lord's Supper, yet, as I write 22 


freely, ſo I omn there is ſomething here with us very deſirable, 


and which, as I wiſn, ſo I hope, will ſtill be retained; there is I 
knom not what Pleaſure in ſeeing many Saints remembring the 
Lord's Death with · us, we ſharing in their Prayers, and entertain- 
ing in our. Houſes, it may be, Angels unawares. But I muſt 
obſerve, that ſuppoſing this were in ſome Mezſure to be loſt, by 


this Overture, yet if the Propoſal itſelf is according to the Will 


of Chriſt; or more ſo than our preſent Way is, if upon the whole 
it is moe for the Benefit and Comfort of Saints every where, I 


certainly, in Self-denial to my own SatisfaGion, 'ought to yield 


to the: general Good, elſe I prefer my on to Chriſt's Will, and 


u private to z public Spirit. But this Conſequence, I expect, 


will not follow upon the Propoſal, for by an Amendment (to be 
mentioned afterwards) which, it is hoped, will be made in the 
Glaſgow: Overture at their next Meeting, the Act for four Times 


Tear, may be ſo framed; as not to exclude othet Days of Com- 


municating beſides theſe four, nor to confine all to their Churches 


av all Times only, and-ſd, that this deſirable Thing, inſtead of 


being loſt; may be rather obtained oſtener than at preſent, for 
the Opportunities will be increaſed.— And laſtly, * a Poor 
may make your Communion Table thinner, t 


ich 
Wan of ſame neighbouring Communicants, yet will it not K. 


treaſe the Communion of Saints; it will rather give Occaſion to 
dilate their Hearts more widely and frequently in all the Sympa - 
thy of Love and Prayer, when this very Frequency ſhalt bring 
to cunſtant Remembrance the State of all their Brethren, ſo often 
appearing before the — this Ordinance. , there be any Fel. 
np ef u Shirit hen, f any: Bowdls of Mercies, if any Comfort 
16 an 
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ſo often employed in this Aftion.— 
Shock upon our People, who have been fo long accuſtomed and 

are ſo much wedded to our preſent Forms, you may eaſily diſcern,- 
that my Objection to this Overture would be of another Kind, 
viz. that in of doing too much, we do a great deal too, lit- 
5 tle at once; nor. were there Occaſion, would I be at a Lofs, from 
ay, what has befallen ſeveral Proteſtant Churches, to ſhew, that their 
any being too cautious in Reformation has proved, in many Reſpects, 
the extremely hurtful to them, while they have never again been 
e to able to recover what they once had in View, coming near the 
p- Scripture; but to the preſent Caſe, I would particularly ſay, 
hed that to do Things by Hal ves, if ever we intend to go further, 
Jing is only to make new Shocks; moſt of thoſe who will be pleaſed 
ble, at all, will be pleaſed at once; for it is Scripture and Reaſon 
is 1 I which muſt determine the ſcrupulous to part eafily with any 
the hing, and where theſe are hearkened to, the Bonds will ſoon b 


ain- cooled: And here I cannot but throw in your Way, a noble 


nuſt Paſſage of the principal Inſtruments of our Reformation, which 
by I find in their Preface to the Book of common Order: What- 
Vill * ſoever, ſay they, is added to the Word of God, by Man's Pe- 
hole “ vice, ſeem it never ſo good, holy, or beautiful, yet hefore qur 
e, I Cod, who is jealous, and cannot admit any Companion or 
eld « Counſellor, it is evil, wicked, and abominable. God ſo di- 


and rect our Hearts, with his holy Spirit, that we may not only. 


dect, “content ourſelves with his Wiſdom, but rejoice in the fame.” — 
o be And afterwards ;— But yet, for as much as there are ſome 
the Wl © which, through Continuance in their Evil, rather delighting 
mes * in Cuſtom than Knowlege, cannot ſuffer that Men ſhould once 
om- open their Mouths, againſt certain, old, and received Cere- 
ches * monies, we thought good, in this Place ſomewhat to touch 
d of that Scrupuloſity; for asCeremonies, founded upon God's Word, 

for * and approved in the New Teſtament, are commendable, as 
this * the Circumſtance thereof doth ſupport; fo theſe that Man hath 
ugh' * invented, tho” he had never 6 good Occaſion thereto, if they be 
de- © once abuſed, import a Neceſſity, hinde, God's Word, or be drawn 
to “ ita Superſtition, without Neſpect ought to be abdlifhed.” —=-— 


npa- This noble Paſſage, I acknowlege, was wrote at firſt with an 


ring Eye to the Popiſh Ceremonies, and therefore am very far from 
making a full Application of it to the preſent Subject; yet, as 
the Cenſure is expreſſed in general Propoſitions, and as Truth is 
of that Sterling Nature, that wherever it goes, it carries with it 
135 intrinſie Value, there is no hindering the Application of this 
: | de Paſſage, 


A 


in Love, this Joy with us will be oftener fulfilled, by our bear- . 
ing on our Hearts before the Lord, the Caſes of all the Saints, 


Should any one ſay, that to do this at once, will be too great 7 | 
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Paſſage, as far as it is juſt, againſt any Addition to the Word of 
God, whether found. with us or others, whether now or two hun- 
dred Years ago: — Nor can I, with af! my Good - will and Preju- 
ra is among us, keep my Mind from judging, that the 
aſe of our added Days and Sermons to the Lord's Supper is met 
by that Rebuke of Mr. Kyox, and the reſt of our Reformers,— 
9 theſe that Man hath invented, tho he bad never ſo good an Oc- 
 eaſion thereto, if they be once abuſed, import a Neceſſity, and hinder 
God's Word, —ought to be aboliſhed, Do we not. find the Neceſity ? 
is not God's Word hindered ?- even this dying Word of Chriſt, to 
do this often to his Remembrance? As certainly, were it not for 
this, every Miniſter would find a Neceſſity upon his Mind, to 
adminiſter the Lord's Supper oftener than, once yearly. When 
therefore, if we were all of one Mind, this Paſſage would lead 
to another Thing than this Overture, can you heſitate a Moment 
what Judgment to give in a Propoſal ſo vaſtly below what it 
ought to be ?— But, which has the Advantage of giving Liberty 
and freer Courſe to a great Ordinance of the Goſpel, now in ſame 
Reſpect. in Bondage? I e 
And as to the Diſobligation of the People on this Account, I 
would ſay, that if we never reform in any Thing till, in ſo great 
a Multitude as are concerned here, none are diſobliged, I would 
have us reſolve never ſo much as to think of attempting a right 
Thing: — But the People, it is believed, will not be ſo apt to be 
diſobliged, if they are left to their own impartial Thoughts. And 
here I cannot but expreſs an earneſt Deſire, that Miniſters would 
not be over-haſty in putting Prejudices in the Peoples Heads 
againſt this Propoſal, till they have well-weighed and conſidered 
the Matter; neither according to their own Reaſonings nor Pre- 
judices, but in the Light of God's Word, and even according to 
the Light and Practices of all the Reformers abroad and at home. 
— Inſtances can too eaſily be given of putting Things into Peo- 
16a Heads too forwardly, which they who did, wauld willingly 
ave undone, had it been in their Power, when Conſequences 
ſollowed they intended not, and could 2 lament when they 
could not prevent them. — This is not ſaid either to reflect on 
thoſe ho, in the Integrity of their Heart, did ſuch Things, or to 
reſtrain any hereafter from declaring to others what they think 
Truth, and neceſſary to be told: — But it certainly ought to 
go ſo far, as to be a juſt Reaſon of Caution to all, to examine 
well what, at leaſt, has the Appearance of coming near the Will 
of God, before they throw out indigeſted Objections, which, 
clothed with their Authority, and meeting with Prejudices in 
weak and unthinking Minds, may ever after ſhut out a fair 
Hearing, even tho' themſelves, who inſtilled them, after 2 
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of deliberate Enquiry, were to intreat it,— How much vilkr and 


my bettet would it be for Miniſters, after the moſt" impartial, pri- 
ju- vate Examination, in the fixſt Place, to confer with one another, 
the and ſee how near the Overture comes to the Truth, what Amend: 


ments axe proper or neceſſary, how near others thoſe who are divid- 
ed in Sentiments can come, all determining againſt the leaſt Seed 
of Diviſion on ſuch a Propoſal? And if 6 e that are leaſt ſuſ- 
Qed, or, more truſted by the People, in different Corners (be- 
ing themſelves ſatisfied) would tas the Trouble. of ſcattering 
ſome ſhort Sheets among them, not to catch theth with Guile, 
but to make the Truth of God manifeſt, to declarg; that the pro- 


„ 


Were ſuch Things done, I am perſyaded the Complaints would 
neither be many nor great. If the People murmur at loſin 


eat That robs us (ill either of a Preparatian or Faſting- Day, cannot ] 
ould they be delired calmly to reflect, that their own Practice, as well 
ght as higher Motiyes, leads to this Alteration? Far, Is there one of 
o be a hundred, who thinks it neceſſary to the being at the Lord's 
And Table, that they ſhould attend'on a Faſt Day, if k is not in their 
ould own Pariſh? why will they be angry then at but one Preparation | 
leads Day, when themſelves make uſe, except once a Year, of no 


lered WW more. thy" they ſhould comptiynicars iranty Times?——And the i 
pre- leſs Reaſo | 


, Or to can be inſiſted an hence to the Advantage of their Cauſe, if the 
think Word of God be not confeſſedly thrown away? This is not like 
ght to many other Points of their Diſpute, which the Scriptures have 
amine not a Word about, and which therefore they can affirm is agree- - 
> Will able te it, as faſt as others can deny it, but which indeed, if ever 
yhich, I read the Scriptures with any Underſtanding, the Salvation of a 
ces in loſt Soul, by Jeſus Chriſt, has no Sort of Concern in; bur this is 

a fair a Point theWord of God hath given explicite Declatations about, 


and to which, for my Part, I hall freely confefs, that thisOverture © 


[ 68 4 
is far from gomipg up to; But, will any Seceder ſet his Face te 
it, that this ee Kapern Way 1 is e "th 
either theirs or ours at preſent !— Will they paint it as a Cauſe 
of Seceſſion, that we are coming back to the Practice of the Re- 
formers, alter a Pefection from it ?— that we are fübje Aing our. 
ſelves to the Acts of covenanting Aſſemblies, even to theſe of 


1 


wou ay the whole Foundations of their own Teſtimony; 
nay, it would be eaſy to retort ſuch Objections upon themſelves, 
If they or their People will hearken ta any 14 that is reaſon- 
able, viz. that if they are ſincere in their Profeſſions, of deſiring 
to came up to the Attainments of covenanting Times, here is not 
2 ſingle but repeated Act of theſe Times, that they ought to con- 
form to, unleſs they will ſay that this was not a defrable nor 
ſcriptural Thing among us at that Time, But, as it is jnjurious 
to Men to lay tg their Charge an evil or abſurd Thing, before they 
have done it, T ſhould rather think it fitting to beg Pardon of the 
Seceders, for ſuppoling they would be ſo unreaſanable, than ta 
| make it a Reaſon ing doing a ſcriptural Thing, that the Se- 
ceders will make a Handle of it, than which few Imputatians 
can be harſher ; Beſides, it is thought they have enough ado a- 
mong themlelves,as indeed it is likely they ever will have, where 
a Difference in eyery Punctilio creates a new Seceſhon. . But 
let this be as it will, the Anſwer to all ſuch Things is, if we are 
attempting a Copformity to the Will of God, and taking every 
Ai Step to farther it, we ought to commit the Events 
„„ öĩéJ[¹ eie Ä ELIE . RERUIOUES 
As I would paſs over no Objection I know of, fo I have heard 
it inſinusted, that if this Qverture takes Place, Miniſters 
ſhall then want an Excitement they now have to Diligence in 
compoling their Sermons with Care, as it has been obſeryed, that 


not a few uſe more Freedom at home, and ſtudied with more Ac» 


curacy for the Occaſions of Preaching at the Lord's Suppar,— 
To this we would firlt fay, as upon a former Head, that Mini- 
ſters will {till have many ſuch Excitements, and that with greater 
Advantage to themſelves and others, as theſe will be ſcattered 
thro the whole Year, inſtead of being confined to one Seaſon of it 
a8 now. —Again, If there be Ground for this Suſpicion, da you not 
imagine a former Complaint has alſo its Influence here, ug. that 
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the pure | Years, of the pureſt Times, 1638 a at This 
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are of fach an, Evil, 1 need not again enlarge upon having af 
ready touehed on this, on the ſecond Advantage of this Pro- 


poſal. 


% A after all, the Careleſneſs of Miniſters ſhall be com- 


plaſn d/ of, and if it is come to this, that ſuch 4 Thing, our 
Way of the. 


| e Sacrament, is needful to ſtir up to miniſterial Dili- 
in Preaching, as I ho! Id think the Excitements ariſing 
from that Quarter, no vet likely Mean to reſtore it in general, 
and all that is done there but a poor Relief under ſuch an Evil, 
ſo ſhould 1 he ſtraitened what farther Remedy to think of in ſuch 


a Caſe, except the praying to the Lord of the Harveſt io ſend 


forth more faithful LNG. ot ft ond nts 
I need not, I hope, add a Word about the Expence, as an 


Objection ; it is our preſent uncqmmanded Method occaſions 


Expence, not the Lord's own, Inſtitution: What truly belongs 
to that, the poorelt Church of Chriſt was never at a Loſs to ſup- 
ply; _ of this the Aſſembly, 1638, had a juſt View, as you 
may obſerve by lookihg to the Gla/gow Oyerture; or the Abrige- 
ment of the Acts of Aſſembl 7/7. 

Aſter having gone through the Objections, either material, or 


more ſhowy and catching, as I have heard them (and there may 


be others I have not,) .I_ ſhould put an End to this Trouble, 
were it not for the Neceſſity 1 fad myſelf under, to mention an 
Amendment of the Glasgow Overture, lately hinted at, which 
I wiſh were made at their next Meeting on their preſent Over- 


ture; viz. that inſtead of the Lord's Supper being _ adminiſtered. 


in all the Pariſhes of the ſame Presbytery, at leaſt in one Duy, 
they will leave that to the Direction of Presbyteries: One can 
eaſily diſcern, by other Paragraphs, what it was diſpoſed the Sy- 
nod to this Clauſe, viz. the putting a Stop thereby to the need- 
ks Gatheripgs of Hearers from a.Neighbourbood ; but 1 ſhould 
hope they would readily go into the propoſed, Amendment, when 
they refle&, that. other Methods may be fallen upon to anſwer 
this Pelgn. an that ſeveral great Inconveniencies mult follow 
au 


— 3 


on this Clauſe of the Overture s remaining as a-Part of it. For, 
Tie, ms. 


. Thi very good Intention of a former Paragraph in this O- 
verture would be fru }, where the four Times yearly are al- 
lowed, and more frequently appears agreeable to it, by t 4 
Words, af leaſt; yet, upon the Matter, this laſt Clauſe will 
prevent that greater N eneral App 

ment is oftener, it can hardly be expected, that even the moſt 
devout, cquld go to another Presbytery. to procure it. 
2. Iii Fact, this would be a real and ſenſible Loſs to many 
Chriſtiaris'in Stotland, who make a Sþift now, tho! inconvenient 
I, to'conimunicite oftener than four Fimes a Year ; ati unde - 
** ä Iz niable 


gency 3 for, unlels the general Appoint- 


* 
| 
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niable Inſtance of this is about Edinburgh; in which City and ing 
Suburbs, including Leith, if 1 miſtake not, there gre ten or eleven Mer 
Opportunities which the Chriſtians there embrace often, for eat - 1ca 
ing the Lord's Supper. In many other Places of Scotland, more laud 
than four Times a Year are put in the Way of the Lord's Peo- Con 
ple to communicate, and which not a few hold an; What with 
a Hardſhip then would it be, that the truly hungty ſhould be men 
robbed of ſo many Meals, in this View only, that Numbers that Sent 
will not eat may not be gathered, when the Purpoſe” of Hot ga- iny 
' thering them can be otherwiſe anfwered ? ee e, es Chu 
3. This Clauſe ſeems inconſiſtent with the fundamental Ripht, this 
which hath been acknowleged to belong to each ſeveral Congre- find 
pation of Chriſtians ſince the Reformation; to aſſemble together « fl 
when they ſee fit to eat the Lord's Bread: That It could not be « E 
otherwiſe, I might abſtraMy feaſon from the Principles of the * 
Reſormers, but without” this, we ſee it explicitely ifi theit pub- « I 
lick Acts: Thus, in the firſt Book of Di ar, Chap. Ki. Par. 5. - 
four Times a Year are mentioned, and the Days hamed, while Her 
we are made to underſtand, that one great Reaſon of aiflinguiſhing ted 
. theſe Day? is to tepreſs Superſtition, i. e. to carry the People o 
from the unſcriptural Holidays: It is fully and faitly added, bee 
But any ſeveral Kirk, for reaſonable Cauſcs, nay change the led 


« Time, and may miniſter oftener.”” So alſo, in the ook of common Mir 
Order, it is ſaid, “ The Day when the Lord's Supper is mini- Wi 
0 ſtered, which is commonly uſed once a Month, of ſ oft as the 


4 the Congyegation ſball think expedient.” And of this truly had 
Chriſtian Privilege, every Congregation in Scotland has been in WI 


intire, unftinged, and uninterrupted Poſſeſſion ever ſince. poi 
And though, in an abſtract Argument, it is ,acknowleged, upe 
khat it may not ſeem to follow, that becauſe four Times yearly Ch 


are dppoitited toPresbyteries to Have the Lord's Supper, therefore 
it cannot be oftener adminiſtered among them, nor in any ſingle 
Congtegation within their Bounds ; I fay, tho' in ſtrict Argument 
it might be a Diſpute whether this was a juſt Cotiſtquenee, yet, f 
dare ſay, in Fact it would be found, that haſtily it would not be 
oftener appointed by Presbyteries ; and that if any fingle Mini- 
ſter, tho from the pureſt Views, were to attempt the Lord's 
Supper oftener, he would run a mighty Riſk of finding, not on- 
ly all the Load of the Reproaches of Sin barks | 


„ Ec, lying on 


kim, but that Clauſe, and that it ſhould e adminiſtered in all the 
Pariſbes oft Presbytery, inthe ſame Sabbath at leaft, interpreted 
againſt him, and he either brought to deſiſt, or incur Admoniti- 
on and Cenſure: Excuſe me here, Sir, for this Fear, but I have 
ſs _ in my Head, that that Thing Uniformity, eſpecially in 
2 n HAATY 


No ing 


4 


ſcriptural Matters, is ſo adored by Church - men, and accord 
FCC . 1 


* 
2 


* * 
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d ing to the wiſe forecited Words of our Refortners; ſo imports d 'S 
= Neceſfiy,..and hinders God's Word ſrom having a free, Courſe, that 
t- I cannot but be Falous of any Approach to it, except in the mol 

re laudable and neceſſary Inſtances; and you would wonder how a 

o- Coward meets with Things to confirm his Fears, hut I have met 

at with an Example which had that Effect fully on me; Tou re- 


de member all the Declarations of the Church of France, as to their 
at Sentiments about the Frequency of the Lord's Supper, and the 
A- Invitations they had for it from the Example of the Primitive 
Church, etc. yet at the Synod of Orleans, in Chap, iii. under 
t, this confortable Title, Di/cipline upon Delinguenti, Sect. 4. you 
e- ſind this ſurprizing Decree, Whereas our Brother, the Mini- 
er « ſtex of Varrennes in Picardy, doth miniſter the Lord's Supper 
be « every. Month, the Council doth adviſe, that our Brother of 
he « Meontmeſor, do admoniſh bim, in the Council's Name, to fol- 
b. « low the general Practice of the Churches, that ſo there may 
4 * be no Diverſity amongſt us, and our Uniformity preſerved. 
ile Here is the Idol ! Uniformity ! to which the Laws of Chriſt muft 
"2 tede, and the poor Miniſter of Varrennes bow! If he had been 
obeying Chriſt in miniſtring the Lord's Supper oftner, he muſt have 
d, been a reater Delinquent. But whether, Dear Sir, are you fil- 
the ted * Indignation at the Synod, or Compaſſion to the 
2078 Miniſter? What if he had been refractory, and ſpoke of the 
ni- Will of Chriſt, and the Preferableneſs of obeying God rather than 


as them, and. had cited their own Canon as one of the Things that 
ly had led him to his Knowlege and Practice in that Matter? __ 
in What muſt have been the Conſequence ?—= This, however, bas 


8 points out another Reaſon for an Alteration in this Clauſe, as it | | 
ed, upon the Matter takes away the valuable Privilege from every | 


rly Chriſtian Congregation of eating the Lord's Supper whenever . 
bre they are ſo. minded. And, I n rings LES, | 
ple 4. Theſe Reaſons produce another, namely, that becauſe of 
ent them many Miniſters, . otherwiſe. much for the Propoſal, will be 0 
t, 1 againſt it; many who are willing to keep within all Bounds of | 
be Decency: with Regard. to public Rules, yet dare not give up their 
ni- own. and their Congregation's Liberty, in this material Point: { 
d's To avoid therefore a wrong Thing it will be juſt: to alter this 2 
on- Clauſe, and to avoid an Oppoſition. to the whole. Deſign, on this | 
on Account, it will be prudent. How much better will it be to 
the leave it on tbe Footing of the Book of Diſcipline, before menti- 4 
ted oned ? Then it may be agreed in Presbyteries (of which prudent 
iti- Intention we have ſome Patton in the Act of Edinburgh Presby- 4 
ve tery, 1749, concerning the Sacrament's being in every Month = 
in of the Lear in their Bounds), to throw their whole Congregations, {1 
ef. «1 pr cor Calle, and theſe ot lying tgnter, bu 
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us fell into Connections with Things in themſelves good, but 


F 


Nerttered father through all the Bounds, that ſo ſome in each Clafl, 


in every Corner, may have the Lord's Supper in every Month, 
und that too in different Days of it; and ſo as in à Presbytery of 
twelve Congregations, at four Times each, the Lord's Supper 
will be diſpenſed Forty-eigbt Times among them all: It may 
be fo ordered, 4s that at ſome one Place of other, the Sactament 
would be almoſt on every Sabbath of the Year, and fo (however 


far ſhort this be of the Scripture Way) yet would it be much 


ferable to the preſent Method, and the _ of the A of 
Aſſembly 171 7, inſtructing Presbyteries to have the Lord's Supper 
in the ſeveral Months of the Year, would be well anſwered.— And 
thus might every devont Perſon, without Intonvenierice, com- 
municate often, and the little needful Help procured in a Neigh- 
bonrhood, and without any of that Confuſion which frould juſt. 
be avoided, ſpecial Proviſions may be made in à peremptory 
Way, againſt employing a next Neighbour, where a Supply is 
not provided, and the Certification in cafe of 'Tratiſgrefhong 
firong ; for though it does not ſeem conſiſtent with the Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, that Miniſters or Chriſtians 
mould be hmited in their Obedience to his Commands, and ſo 


not in the often eating of his Supper; yet may it be lawful for 2 


Church to lay under what Reſtriftions ſhe ſees expedient, Mini. 
ſters, who are bound to feed their own Flocks, from departing 
from them without juſt Caufe ; and which, in the prefeti Caſe 
they may determine in, — to their Wiſdom, that all 
wo 2 be done, concerning this Ordinance, with Decency 
\ A ' LY . . ; b a f N 

If at this Time, then, we cannot come nearer the Scripture Ac. 

count of this Inſtitution, let our old Acts and Cuſtoms be revived; 


Low we fell from them may be eafily accounted for; ſuch 4 Method 


as Qur preſent, you may believe, could never be deliberately ſram- 
ed in any Chriſtian Conſtitution of a Church, where the Bible 


was open before thoſe who thought on it, * ſo ſeldom; with ſo 


many Setmons and Days, inſtead of a greater Frequency with- 
« out them;” nor was it ſo deviſed with us. Our Settlement at 
the Reformation we have feen in another Way; but when great 


Unfrequency in the Epiſcopal Tirnes, from 1605,— 1638, pre- 


vailed, the devout People coming from far to ſuch Occaſions, 
where godly Miniſters were, naturally produced Sermons on the 
Week Days. The famous Story at the Kirk of Shots is an Illu- 
ſtration of this; after the Reſtoration, Perſecution came; and 
when once, in many Years, in ſome Deſart or Mountain, the Lord's 


People, by Stealth, could come at this Feaſt, a Multitude of Ser- 


mons was the Conſequence ; and thefe being the Days of Tri- 
bulation tos, they faſted; and thus the Lord's Supper among 


Which 


. 

which originally were neither appointed, nor are neeeſſary to it, 
Things in the Times deſcribed proper, but now improper, as hinder-, 
ing what the Lord intended, a Frequency of Adminiſtration. If 
then, Rarity of the Loxd's Supper, and Hardſhip, led us into our 
preſent Way, le 1 in this Ordinance, and Quietneſs, lead 
us out of it; ſame of theſe very Men that were joyfully engaged in 
theſe lengthened Services under Perſecution, concurred in Altera- 


tions, when my were at Reſt; four Times ſince the Revolution 


have our Aſſembligs attempted this in general Acts, wiz, 1701, 
11- 12. 24. But Cuſtoms, and the Traditions of the Fathers, 
have hitherto hindered a Return to aur firſt Degree of Simplicity: 
in Conſequence of theſe indeed, and no doubt of Convictions from 
the Truth itſelf, many have exharted to Frequency in this Ordi · 
nance, and complained of the preyailing Defect of it among us, 
Others whoa, as their Writings near thirty Years ago could be in 
no Proſpect of this Propoſal, ſa the moſt jealous of the People 
will not ſuſpe& them af being in Concert, or of a Party, to rob 
them of their Privileges, have wrote about it. Let Mr. Willi ſan'g 
dacramental Pirectory and Catechiſms be only conſulted in this 
view. And a very few in Country Pariſhes. (while ſome conſi- 
derable Burghs have the Sacrament but once yearly to this Day 

have had this Qrdinance twice yearly, two in Eaſt Lothian, an 


one in the Narth Parts of Fife. One need not. be aſhamed of their 


Names, Mr. Alſtan at Dirleton, now dead, Mr. Lundie at Salton, 


Mr. Smibert at Kilmenie, are all Jever heard of in Scotland ; but, 


however others, in Words, have approved the Miniſters that at · 
tempted this; for ſuch a Thing with us may be called an At- 
tempt, it is ſa ſingular; yet they have been ſo ill ſeconded by 


their Neighbours, as abſolutely ſhews the Vanity of their Hopes, 


who would loak for any general Alteration upon our preſent Foot - 
ing. Were there no other Reafon for the Certainty of this, the 
very needlefs, but in our preſent Way, the neceſſary Expence at- 


tending the Miniltration, mult for ever put a Stop to a greater 


Frequency, as few Miniſters, would be able to bear it. 

The Difficulties, indeed, we find in compaſſing fo ſmall a Refor- 
mation, -ſhewing us how hard it is, to get free ſrom unſcriptural 
Cuſtoms, when they are once allowed to obtain even among Pro- 
teſtants, ſhould make us extremely careful in any new Regula- 


tions, to keep every Thing looſe that may ftill remain with us, 


without Foundation in the Ward, - The Truth ſhould be declared 
fully, accarding to the Scriptures, that the Door may open, and 
no Reſtraints from our Rules, if ever, in Mercy, God ſhall raiſe a- 


mong us a Spirit for future Reformation ; and, in the mean Time, 


it ſhauld be declared, that Presbyteries and Mipiſters are ſo far 


tram being cophned to four Times yearly, that dot only. —_— | 


—— it would be found 
be 


indeed we, and all foreign Proteſtants, made at the Beginning 3 


to the judgment of the Church, that Presbyteries and Miniſters 
ſhould more frequently obey this comfortable Command of Chriſt, 
ſo they keep within the Bounds of preſcribed Necevcys 2-1 eb 
Thus, Dear Sir, with that Freedom which belongs to the Let. 
ters of Friends, and unfeigned Jogetiuſty, which becomes the 
Truths of Chriſt, have T repreſented to you ſome” Things which 
have occurred to me upon a Propofal, which J cannot but ap- 
prove of in our preſent Situation, and about Which my greateſt 
Regret is, that it is not higher and nearer that Command to 


which it points at a Subjection; if it is good to ohey it at all, why 
0 


not to its full Extent! if it was right 10 do fo of old, why not 
now? —More Time, and more Acceſs to Books, had probably 
produced you more Trouble; but knowing about this Time you 
muſt-enter into the Conſideration of this Matter in the Judicato- 
ries to which you belong, I could not detain this longer. If, ſuch 


| as it is, (as obſerved in the Beginning) it informs you of any 


Thing you had not before attended to, or fets you on a more 
accurate Inquiry yourſelf, I ſhall be pleaſed, as I am ſure, in 
that Event, you will be alſo.—The undoing wrong Things which 
have crept into Societies, is a Work neither eafy nar pleaſant; 
not Choice, but Neceſſity, forces to that Labour; and little is 
the Progreſs that is ordinarily made this Way, where the Socie- 
ties are religious. Men loving Eaſe in Religion, chuſe Superſti- 
tion, and Mens Inventions, rather than the pure Will of God. 
Perhaps a Cauſe- which has its Relation to this, does not altoge- 
ther want its Share in the Difficulty that is found in the preſent 
Propoſal; for though it _ ſeem otherwiſe, ks juſt Com- 
there is a great Difference, as to Eaſe, 

tween even our preſent ſeemingly burdenſome Manner, as to the 
Lord's Supper, and the more ſelf-denying Methods of the purer 
Inſtitution, and that Diligence and- regular well-tempered Diſci- 
line, which we have ſeen the Scripture connects it with, and which 


politive Part of our Reformation from Popery.—No Body either 
can be ſo blind, as not to ſee, that though the preſent Propoſal 
goes on, nay, though a much better Thing, even following the 
Lord fully, by communicating eye Sabbath Day, were among 
us, that that of itſelf would not be laffcient, either to revive or 
hold us up in Religion: The Decay of Religion in theſe Prote- 
ſtant Churches, who had what we are wanting, nay, the Dege- 
neracy of Churches in antient Times, when in the fulleſt Poſſe. 
ſion of all the holy Com mandments of Chriſt, ſhews the Vanity 
of any ſuch Hope; for, ſuppoſing we had theſe in their Perfection 
now, as others had them before, and all the Gifts a Church _ 
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(6 che bid Rules, they may if, often; but that it Is agreeable 
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defire with them, {hat ſtill were but the Sinews and the Fleſh, with 
the Skin, came upon the Bones; till the Breath came, we could not 
live, 4 upon our Feet, and, after it did come, might again 
be ſinned away by us. All theſe Things, in themſelves, cannot 
make us better; they only put us in the Way of being ſo, if we 
improve them: To think otherwiſe than this of Ordinances, 
would be to place them in the Room of Grace, inſtead of conſi- 
dering them, as they are, only Means of conveying it; as to think 
of obtaining Grace without theſe Means, or by other Methods 
than he hath appointed, is little leſs than changing the Councils 
of God, and being wiſer than he. And the — Alteration 
is deſired in no other Way, than more frequent Prayers and 
Praiſes would be, were our Worſhip as defective in regard to 
them, as it is now with reſpe& to the Lord's Supper: But, in 
pleading on this Suppoſition, for the Frequency of theſe, no Man 
would infiſt, that were ſucli Deſire obtained, it would preſerve us 
from Apoſtaly; but. only, that in that Caſe, public Worſhip 
would be nearer the divine Appointment, and the Means of Grace 
more compleat. At this preſent Time we have theſe Ordinances 
of Praiſe and Prayer as fully as the antient Churches had; but 
theſe ſave us not from Degeneracy, becauſe we improve them 
not, and other Means of Salvation, as we ought: In like Man- 
ner, if a more ſcriptural Way about the Lord's Supper obtains, that 
may not, and will not deliver us, if unimproved alſo, from many 
Symptoms ſadly and plainly expreſſive of a melancholy Conſum- 
ption, as to the Power, nay, even as to the Form of Godlineſi amon 
us, nor ſtop our growing Evils, for which, in HIS Time, Chriſt 
may {pew us out of his Mouth, | 

But if this ſhould happen, under this Alteration, it could not 
juſtly be accounted the Cauſe, as, coming nearer Chriſt's Truth 
neither was, nor will ever be a Cauſe of Provocation to him, tho? 
the Miſimprovement of every good Thing muſt;. yet, as has 
been hinted' before, the Fear of this laſt Evil can never juſtify our 
abſtaining from the Advantage of any Mean of Grace, or any De- 
gree of it: On the contrary, if in this Inſtance we come nearer 
Chriſt's Will, we ſhall fo far act as to pleaſe him; and, in deſiring 
to fulfil his Will, we ſhould truſt him with the Conſequences 
neither Dangers nor Difficulties are Reaſons for not obeying 
Chriſt; if he commands the Courſe, ſo we keep it, let him anſwer 
for the Iſſue; and what Iniquity have the Fathers found in him? 
Let us then have done with fruitleſs Wiſhes and Complaints a- 
bout the Unfrequency of the Lord's Supper; and, inſtead of ery- 
ing about Difficulties in the Way, let us remove ſuch of them as 
are in the Power of our Hand, and, according to Chriſt's Will, 
| -1. | move 


* 


„ | 
move forward, expe ing Help from him, and his Bleffing on out 
Handy-work, for the Ends of Salvation to many. | 

In fine, let it be conſidered, that here is a Propoſal of real Im- 
portance; a Propoſal about one of the two polyive Inſtitutions of 
Chriſt, and, of the two, the moſt comfortable and diſtinguiſhing 
one, wherein Chriſtians are often called to be engaged, and where 
the Influence is moſt diffufive, riow with us, in ſome Meaſure, 


miſunderſtood, and in a great Meaſure unpractiſed. An Altera- 


tion, then, here to the Advantage might be called Reformation, 
a ſcriptural and a valuable one. | 
Let it be further remembered, that this is not a Point of doubt- 
ful Diſputation, but clear in the Scriptures, made ſure by all An- 
tiquity, and acknowleged by all underſtanding thoughtful Mo- 
derns How it came into Diſuſe and Obſcurity; what awful Pur- 
poſes the Miſunderſtanding and Neglect of it, in the righteous 
Judgment or God, ſerved in Men apoſtatizing to Superſtition and 
Idolatry ; what Light our Reformers had in this Matter; what 
Senſe of its Importance and Neceſſity, though, alas! in Practice, 
they fell ſhort ; how, even from them, we have gone backward ; 
how many the Advantages ; how ill-grounded the Objections are 
againſt a Reformation here, we have in ſome Meaſure ſeen ; and 
much more might have been ſaid. What, then, can hinder our Com- 
pliance with this Deſign, if not our defiring to carry it much far- 
ther? Why will we not add to Faith Virtue, and to Virtue Godlineſs ? 
Again, let it be attended to, that here is no Opinion or Pra- 
ctice of a particular Sect; nor is it connected with the diſtinguiſli- 
ing Tenets of any, no more than the Lord's Supper itſelf is, or 
Praying, or Praiſing, or doing either of them often. — Separate 
from each, from all Peculiarities of Men, it ſtands grounded on 
the indiſputed Will of Chriſt; if any (as People of moſt Perſua- 
ſions vary in their Practice here) are more frequent in Subjection 
to this Command than others, it is not becauſe the Principles 
of theſe others lead them to a leſs ſtedfaſt Continuance in it than 
theirs do; for, beſides what I have already ſhewn, I ſhould be at 
no Loſs to bring you Men of every Denomination of Prote- 
ſtants, of the fame Sentiments in this Matter, and Presbyterians 
at home and abroad, as well as others. And if in Practice we 


have fallen ſhort of all, or of our own Principles, what remains, 


but that from henceforth we ſhould live more up to them? 


It may be added, that this Propoſal is made ſo low, not only vaſtly | 


lower than the Truth itſelf, but lower than allother Britzſh Presbyte- 


_ rians practiſe it; nay, ſo low, that even theſe who breathe after the 
* Fewiſh outward Solemnity in Worſhip, can make no reaſonable Ob- 


jection to it; three Times a Year they had, from the Beginning, Ap- 
pointments ſor extraordinary Feaſts and Service; and another Feaſt 
; was 

| f 


was afterwards added in Winter, at the Dedication of the ſecond 
Temple, whereat Chriſt attended ; ſo that four Times yearly were 


_ their Extraordinaries. And if any ſtill inſiſt, that, for the more Sole- 
8 mnity, the Supper ſhould be in Churches but once yearly, they 
ON ſeem tacitly to think it had been at leaſt as well, if there had 
re S . . 

| been no Appointment of an extraordinary Feaſt and Service, to 
ure, ” , 

1 the Zews/b People, but the Paſſover only. ; ; 
i And, if without Offence (as none is deſigned) it may be faid, 


this is, at leaſt, among other Propoſals at preſent, a Chriſtian one 

be. MW. for, if ſo much hearty and perſevering Zeal appears in ſome Af- 

fairs, and cold Indifference in this, would we not be expoſed to a 

vol ſevere 1 of Phil. ii. 21. For all ſeek their own Things, 
{ 


"ph not the Things which are Jeſus Chriſtis. | 

en And then this Propoſal tends ſo remarkably, to the real and 
| F tactical Advantage of Chriſtians, that our naturally caring for 
race their State, loudly calls for a Concern about it at our Hands. Ta 


| think otherwiſe of this Inſtitution, would be to charge the Au- 

q thor of it with making it in vain; but all Chriſtians allow this, that 
"A to receive the Lord's Supper becomingly, is of the higheſt Uſe ta 
them; and if Increaſe of Knowlege or Grace be advantageous, — 
this Ordinance, leading ſo remarkably to both, mult be very uſe- 
= ful? Here, if any Place, the boundleſs unſearchable My ſtery of the 
* Father, and of Chriſt, is diſplayed. Here Faith, Love, and Hope, 
have wide and endleſs Scope; from whence alſo, but from this 
my Place, is it, that Chriſtians beſt learn to fear the Lord? where the 
— Bitterneſs of Death, even in the Son of God, becauſe of Sin, is be- 
A held; and at what Well ſhall they draw Waters of Conſolation, 


wy but at this? for in it they are all made to drink into one Spirit. 7 
* When ſhall they fo properly draw nigh with holy Boldneſs, lay- 

0 ing hold on Mercy, devoting themſelves, and asking Grace, un- 

= der the Covert of Blood, as here, where that Blood is repreſent- 

oy ed, etc. etc? Here, then, is Edification the moſt perfect; and, | 

han if duly uſed, the moſt unfailing Mean of it; why, then, afford 

ay it ſo ſeldom? Why are we unlike him that appointed it, who * 

_ gives ſo liberally, ſo unweariedly ?—The Souls of the Saints too 

nas witneſs againſt our Way, by their crying for this Ordinance, a- 

hs gain and again, whenever they are revived under it; Evermore, | 

uns, ¶ lay they, give us this Bread. —— of 
ay? x, Nay, more, the Voice of this Propoſal is not only for what D 7 
y to Chriſtians is uſeful, but for what is their Glory; for, if the Croſs ee 
an of Chriſt is their Glory, this which ſhews it forth, is fo to be ac- ( | 
= counted, as this is connected with it; that which the World de- 


ſpiſes, and God approves, is in this Ordinanee, the Death of b 
ap Chrift, as ſaving dead and loſt Men: And herein, therefore, | | 
We ſhould Chriſtians often diſplay 


their Banner, and often tell the 
K 2 World, 2 


| 1 | 
World, that in this Croſs alone they glory before God; and by 
this alone is the World crucified to them, and they to the World; 
that in vain they have ſought Peace and Holineſs elſewhere; 
here only they have found theſe Treaſures. . Why then 
ſhould Chriſtians be aſhamed.of their Hope, or ſeem to conceal it, 
as only flowing from the Croſs of Chriſt, by their ſeldom appear- 
ing at this Ordinance, where it is ſet forth? Surely they have no 
Cauſe of bluſhing, but of boaſting rather, and rejoicing in it, be- 
fore all Sorts of Men. —Have. the Selfiſh ſuch ſubſtantial Trea- 
ſures, in all their Labour and Searches? Let them bring forth their 
Acquirements of whatever Kind, and add to the Sum their flatter- 
ing Hopes or more boundleſs Wiſhes, and weigh them with the 
Chriſtian's Hundred Fold in this World, and in the World to 
come, Life everlaſting, that ſprings to Chriſtians from this Croſs, 
and at this Supper is felt or fore-taſted by them, and the other 
light Scale ſhall fly up as empty.—Nor before the Men of Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and the Diſputers of this World, need Chriſtians bluſh, 
though every firſt Day of the Week, by breaking Bread, they 
tell their Faith, and Love, and Hope, are in a crucified Lord.— 
Have the Men, ſpeaking high Things about the Dignity of human 
Nature, any Thing to produce in all the Acts or Honours of it they 
can recount, like what is here? where, with the Repreſentation in- 
deed of God's ſtaining the Pride of all Man's glorying, in the 
Judgment diſplayed againſt his Sin in the Humiliation of Chriſt, 
an Exaltation wr our Nature is diſcerned (and with that Humi- 
lation connected) to Dipnity inexpreſſible in the Perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and in him, and with him, to all his believing Brethren, 


and infinitely beyond whatever Eye ſaw, or ever vain Man con- 


ceived in all his Pride of Fancy.—Have the Men, truſting in their 
own Well-doing, ſuch a Thing to boaſt of before God, as Chri- 
ſtians have here? where beholding alſo, that God will by no 
Means clear the Guilty, that when he marks Iniquity, none can 
ſtand, they yet ſee that here is a Work of Righteouſneſs, in Obedience 
to the higheſt, hardeſt poſſible Command, even the becoming 2 
Curſe, ſpotleſs, perfect, and finiſhed, an Obedience worthy for 
God to delight in, as the brighteſt Glaſs of his own Holineſs and 
Glory; to reward, by beſtowing on him, that learned, though a 
Son, ſuch Obedience, all the Fulneſs of Foy, and to accept, as 
Righteouſneſs, ſor the chiefeſt Sifiners, while, in ſo doing, he is 
juſt, and juſtified in paſſing different Sentences, on Men con- 
nected or inconnected with it, even to a whole Eternity of Wrath 
or Joy, while in the Jucged, compared and in equal Balan- 
ces weighed together, from their own perſonal Characters for good 
and evil Qualities and Works, (ſo imperfect and evil are the beſt, 
and ſo many deſirable Things are with the worſt) a Rownflegion 

3 | might 
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might not poſſibly be found, before a righteous Judge, for a Dif- 


d; ference as to ſuch Suffering, or Happineſs, for a Space beyond 
ez the little Span of Life, which both were tried in. In this, then, 
en wherein all the Houſe of Iſrael are juſtified, let them glory. —Have 
it, the Admirers of Reaſon ſuch an Object, in all their Reſearches, to 
ar- approve of? Here is the Fitneſs of Things, in the higheſt In- 
no ſtance, in the Puniſhment of Guilt, and in the Death of Chriſt, and 
be- on his enduring it, in ſetting the Guilty free, while his admirable 
ea- and unſpotted Conduct, in his own Perſon, according to the Fit- 
eir neſs of untainted Rectitude, and eternal Reaſon, is gloriouſly re 
er- warded. Have the Men of Liberty and Will, in all their Ranges, 
the ſuch a View, or ſuch high Ad of this darling Power, as are to 


to be beheld at the Lord's Table? Here indeed the Abuſe of this 
oſs, boaſted Excellency is ſeen in the Bitterneſs of the Death of 


her Chriſt, for us who choſe to ſin; but, at the ſame Time, the high- 

Til eſt, freeſt, and moſt ſovereign Acts of it, in the Will of the Fa- 

ſh, ther, chuſing and ſending his Son to redeem Men, and of the Son, 

ey in ſaying, Lo! I cone; and in both proclaiming, Whoſcever will, 

_ let him come ; while the delivered Captives, in all the unreſerved, 

aan unlimited, determined Energy of Freedom, ſhew the firſt Act of 

ey their glorious Liberty by the Spirit, in echoing back the Voice, 

in- Behold ue come unto thee ; while at@his Table they profeſs to bring e- 

the very Thought into Subjection to him, who of his ownWill hath begotten 

iſt, them to be his Firſt-born.—Have the Lovers of moral Beauty ſuch an 

Ni- Object among all they admire : Let Beauty be defined as they 

ſus pleaſe, Uniformity amidſt Variety, and Benevolence its Height 

en, and Glory. Let it be true, That when every ſeveral Effect 

on- has its ſeveral particular Cauſe; this gives no Pleaſure to the 
ei Spectator, as not diſcovering Contrivance; but that Work is 
hri- „ only beheld with higheſt Admiration and Delight, as the Reſult 

no * of deep Council, which is complicated in its Parts, yet fimple 
can in its Operations, where a great Variety of Effects are ſeen to 
nce « ariſe from one principal operating Uniformity.” —— And ſhall 
g 2 there be in all the Expanſion of Thought an Object ſo glorious as 

for in the diſplayed Love and RighteouTnels of the Goſpel, collected, 
and and in one View ſet forth in the Lord's Supper Let all the moral 
h a Senſe, dilated, refined, and heightened, aſſiſted alſo by every 
as Power and Aid, be invited to form the Judgment; let the Fea- | 
e is tures be marked, the Proportions obſerved, and then let it be f 
on · ſaid, if the Reſult be not perfect Beauty. Was ever Love ſo com- 5 
rath mended as the Love of the Father ? or ever Grace like that of the | 
lan- Son diſplayed? Millions moſt unworthy are here embraced, the 


od Friendleſs befriended, the Helpleſs helped, the Loſt ſound, 

eſt, the Dead reſtored to Liſe eternal : Let all other Things called 

tion Beautics fade before this, or be its Shadows; and let all that wt 
moral 
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moral Senſe to approve, or Hearts to wonder and love, or 
Tongues to praiſe, bring here theſe Powers, and employ them 
on the beft Occaſion; and let real Chriſtians glorying in the 
Croſs of 3 as al them, often tell they do fo, by eating 
If you fay, Dear Sir, this is an Excurſion, and number it a- 

mong the many Faults of this Letter, forgive it, I pray you, and 
call it a Fault of Fancy, as T have purpoſely commined it: For 
obſerving, not without Surprize, in theſe Days, many who would 
be thought wiſer than the Goſpel can make them, diſconcerted 
and wandering in Science, while, in their own Wiſdom, they 
would build their Foundations of Happineſs on the Perfection 
of every detached Principle of human Nature, while in a cruci- 
fied Lord little Form or Comelineſs is diſcerned, thd? all theſe 
Principles together in their due Place and Order, are only to be 
beheld, collected, centring, ſhining, and ballanced in that Re- 
covery, which, by his Death, he hath purchaſed for our loſt Na- 
tures ;— Nor beholding, without Indignation, many, tho? (till 
naming the Name of Chriſt, yet giving but too ſhrewd Grounds of 
Suſpicion of their having erred in their own Wiſdom from theSim- 
plicity that is in him, and from his Croſs being the only Wiſdom 
and Power of God to fave, by thEir Contempt of the Means of his 
Grace and Salvation; and the Neglect of this one in particular, 
J could not, in recommending a Propoſal for more frequent com- 
municating, help telling, that Chriſtians, from the Diſputes of 


' . the wiſe, and the Negle& of the fooliſh, have no Reaſon to be 


aſhamed of a frequent Appearing at the Lord's Table; for as the 
Truth is with them, — they have more Reaſon to glory in this, 
which the World deſpiſes, even where their own Wiſdom would 
ſeem to excel, than the World have in all they boaſt of, ſo for 
this Reaſon, becauſe in the World's Eyes, the Croſs of Chriſt 
and his Table is contemptible, ſhould they take Pleaſure to di- 
ſtinguiſh themſelves in a more frequent Rememberance of the 
one, by a more frequent Appearance at the other, faying, 1f this 
is to be vile, they are determined to be more vile. | 
Laſt of afl, I would add concerning this Overture, that if any 
Seaſon could be thought proper for attempting ſuch a Thing, 
this is it ; for though no Time can properly be wrong for doing 
| good, yet are there ſome Seaſons wherein the moſt fearful and 
indolent are called to Action; and ſurely this is ſuch a Time. 
Again, hath the Lord given us Reſt from our Enemies? and, 
Sher ſhould a Church do in the Days of Reſt, but walk in the 
Fear of the Lord, and the Comforts of the Holy Ghoft, and be 
edified? But in what Way is that to be expected, but by being 
found in all the Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs? And when 
Sin the 


= © WW a | 
the Lord at ſueh a Time as this? lengthens out our Tranquility, 
and allows our T able to be covered, ſhall we not often eat at it? 
This ſhall. de more acceptable than the Fat of Rams, and more 
ſo than our former unhappy biting and deſtroying one another ; and 


in ſome Senſe too this Time gives us an Opportunity of turning 


Evil into Good. It is thought, in our late Schiſm, that in 
general many of the warmer but weaker have gone off. 
and the more wiſe and ſolid Profeſſors of Religion have ſtaid; 
The Seceſſion, therefore, as it hath carried off many of ſuch as were 
ſerious (and therefore not to be deſpiſed, as no little one of Chriſt 
ſhould) but apt however to look to the Traditions of the Fathers, 
in the Ordinances, as much as'to the purer Commandment of 
the Scriptures; fo this gives the fairer Proſpect of. perſuading ſuch * 
as remain, to look ſingly to the written Word for the Will of 
God in this Matter, and us to tell them, Why do ye not of your- 
ſelves judge what is right ? we ſpeak unto wiſe Men, judge you what 
we /ay. | ; 5 
To conclude, We have ſeen the Will of God in this Matter, 
and Man's Deviation from it, in the Days of Ignorance; and when 
the Days of Light are again come, why ſhould not the Light un- 
do what Darkneſs did? Or is it needful, becauſe by Degrees 
A" brought down this Ordinance, that by * ou we ſhould 
meaſure back his Steps of Apoſtaſy ? Why not all at once? or, 
why find we it fo wy at leaſt to make a fair Beginning? or ra- 
ther being once begun, why have we fallen back again ? or hav- 
ing fallen back, why are we obſtinate 3 Recovery? Surely 


this is the firſt Generation that ever reaſoned againſt having the 
Lord's Supper often; even the Church in its antient A 257 
poke not thus, but often otherwiſe, tho' indeed they made Anti- 
chriſtian Uſes of that guilty Sloth they could not conquer: Is 
this Oppoſition then, or any Cauſe for it, a Token for Good to 
us? Surely, wete I to be poſitive about any one future Thing, 
in this I would be confident, that when, or wherever, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, who walketh in the midſt of the 
Golden Candleſticks, and holds the Stars in his Right-hand, ſhall 
intend a Revival of his Work in the Midſt of the Years, there 
will be from him, a Direction and over-ruling to theſe Means he 
hath himſelf appointed, for the conveying of his and his Father's 
Grace, by his Spirit, to Men, and particularly to this great, and 
lince the Church's laſt Deliverance from Darkneſs, too much 
neglected Ordinance, the continuing ſtedfaſtly in the breaking of 
Bread, when the Glory of the later Day ſhall come, and the 
ſet Time to favour; this waſte Place of Sion ſhall ſurely be rebuilt : 
And what, ſhould we do till theſe happy Days, but lay hold on 
every fair Occaſion to further ws ? At this preſent Toy 
Fa en, 
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| then, let us give our Approbation to this, or, if it could obtain, to 
* a better Overture; this is far from what ſhould be wiſhed for or 
| wanted; but we know who deſpiſes not a Day of ſmall Things, 
and in every View it were injuſtifiable in us to do it. Who 
knows what {mall Things, well intended, well followed out, the 
Lord may make the Beginning of better and nobler ones, or how 
he may make them uſeful, and ſubſervient to them? And for. 
this, let many Prayers be added, that God would ſtrengthen the 
Things that remain and are ready to die, that he would ſoon melt our 
Hills, and make his Mountains flow at his Preſence; -and that, 
when all Things are according to his own Pattern, he would create 
upon every Dwelling-place in Mount Sion, and upon her Aſſemblies, 
Cloud, and Smoke by Day, and the ſhining of a flaming Fire by 

Night, that upon all the Glory may be a Defence. 
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hat, M R. Erſtine's Paper having come to my Hand, and theteby 
& obſerving the Oppoſition to this Deſign, flowing, in a great 
lies, Meaſure, from miſtaken Apprehenſions, as if it were taking away 
e by what had been uſeful to Religion in Scotland in former Times; p 
and as nothing can be properer to remove ſuch a Miſtake, than the 
teal Hiſtory of our preſent Sermons and Days, I ſhall endeavour 
to throw what Light I can upon this Matter from the Beginning. 
I dare not be poſitive, whether from the Reformation, and 
fifty Years after it, there were any Sermons. before or after the 
Day of the Lord's Supper; tho? this we know, from the Order of 
the firſt Book of Diſcipline, and otherwiſe, that no Miniſter aſ- 
ſiſted- his Neighbour on theſe Occaſions : The Inſtance of Mr. 
Robert Bruce, when à Preacher, ſerving the Tables in one of the 
7 of Edinburgh, on the Minilter's ſteping aſide, is a Proof 
OI this. 1 * 4 F 
In Time of the firſt prevailing of Epiſcopacy, from 1610 
to 1638, the Epiſcopal Clergy appear to have been negligent in 
the Miniſtration of this Ordinance. 5 
During that Time, the Miniſters, zealous far Presbytery, were 
etc. alſo zealous for Frequency of the Lord's Supper, and to their Sa- 
craments did the Profeſſors of Religion reſort from very different 
and diſtant Corners, by | 
It is eaſy to ſee, how naturally this would produce both Satur- 
Fay and Monday Sermons, when ſo many Perſons remarkably con- 
cerned about eternal Life, were gathered from far. It was neither 
wonderful that ſuch Communions ſhould be lively, nor that when 
ſuch Perſons were aſſembled after ſo much Travel, they ſhould 
deſire their beloved Miniſters to preach more than one Day to 
them, nor that ſuch Miniſters ſhould gratify theſe Deſires. Of 
this that eminent Profeſſor, the Lady Culro/s, deſiring Mr. Living- 
ſtone to. preach on Monday at the Kirk of Shot, 1630, is a lively 
_._ | 
Some of theſe very great and good Men were at laſt forced, by 
the evil Eyes and Hardſhips of the Epiſcopal Clergy, to go to 
Ireland, where theſe Practices were continued about Sacraments. _ 
8 T- It pleaſed God remarkably to bleſs the Labours of theſe his 
| , Servants, ſo that the Work of the Lord proſpered under their 
| 1 Hands; 
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Hands ; and many were converted and built up to eternal Life 
by their Means. | 

But here it is to be remarked, in the firſt Place, that this Flou- 
rang of Religion might * been expected, where ſuch ſingle, 
holy, diligent, and prayerful Men were per ſęrutd; for-Qunici- 
| _ e ann native La ＋ ten in 
the ſtrange one, to which they fled; ever looking out for new 
Trials, ſetting their and their Peoples Spirits on Edge, (ſee 


Mr. Living ſtons Life, third Period, ) though there had +0 
111 
iti- 


'additional Days to Sacrament Sabbaths © It "was ſuch'a 
for Religion which produced theſe Additions,” not theſe 
'ons which Je that Spirit: And, as We may venture to 
fy (with all becoming Regard to their Memory. and , ſt Praiſe 
in the Churches, ) if theſe excellent and great Men had dgubled 
their Frequency in the Lord's Supper, inſtead of falling in with 
theſe additional Days, Religion, under their Hands would not 
have flouriſhed leſs. So it may be added, that without” fuch 
enlivened Service as theirs was, fuch additional Things only in- 
creaſe the Formality, and make the Ordinance of Chriſt the 
„„ ] p 66 Ione wh 4 rh 
: Secondly, Mr. * ſays, there were nine Miniſters in one 
Knot, within two Miles or fo one of another, full of Duty, full 
of Love; eaeh having the Sacrament tuſce yearly. Mr. Blair fays, 
he and Mr. Cunningham had it eight Timęs between them, which 
in all made twenty-two Times at Ackfrent dab; whereat, 
wy * good Men fay, molt of the Religious in that Place at: 
tended, _ 1 VF 
' During this Time, one Sermon on Saturday, and one on Mon- 
day, was all they, had, and generally but one Miniſter alfilting 
another during the whole : This is evident by the Stor 
Mr: Erskine cites, of Mr. Blair's being with Mr. | Iſh. | 2 
Mr. Blair's Life, Chapter ſixtn. 8 
With this Frequeney of the Lord's Supper, in that remarkable 
Seaſon of Religion, an Uſe was made of the Saturday's Meeting 
more to the Purpoſe of the Solemnity of the Lord's Supper, tha 
a hundred Days without it. See Mr, Livingſtone's Me third 
Period. We had tolerable Diſcipline, 1 F ; theſe who had 
« offended confeſſed their Scandal at the Saturday's Sermon, * 
« were admitted: Such as would not ſybmit, their Names, 
* for their Scandal and Impenitency, were read out before the 
« Congregation, and they debarred, which proved ſuch a Ter- 
* ror, we had few of that Sort.“ Mr. Blair, on this Subject, at 
the End of Chapter fourth of his Life, ſays, “ God bleſſed hie 
« Ordinance (of Diſcipline,) but a proud Youth, San of a rich 
Man, under Scandal, appealed to the Biſhop, on which our 
| e | eh Diſcipline 


don * 85 * bo vi ct et min 
Diſcipline was-brokei; the Biſhop's Official æumpomding WII 
« +he-rich-for Mony, ſendm Ns cos 33 as they 
* ical[-it, and adds, after whioh I never ſuw a Bleſſing on that 
* Work, nor Edification to the People“ This was a lit- 
tle before the Diſpebſion of theſe good Men from that ſtrange 
La E ; R | ; n 0 1 


In Scotland the Presbyterian Aſſembly , 1628; made it 2 
their firſt Cares (ſo abſurd is the — pt on the Syno 
ef Glasgow on this Occaſion, ſee Mr. Eritine s pamphlet, Page 
23.) to take Order anent the more frequent Adminiſtration of 
e Supper, in Oppoſition to the careſeſs Epiſcopal Men, who 
had 42 it. Vide Act of Aſſembly, 1638, which Rays, 
Arent Order 10 dr taken, thut the Lond's Supper tie more frequent 
h-adminiſtred,- both in Burgh and Lanuward, thun it hath been it 
theſe-Vears hyg me, etc. Wh. en ee DE 
The above-mentioned Communions in Ireland however, and 
the additional Days, coming, with a good Report, with the Mi- 
niſters and People forced apam from that Country, about that 
Time (1638) to Scotland, now in à better Situation for them 
than formerly, produced the like Practice unlvetſally, by the 
Delires of the better meaning than judging People; — But of this 
the Aſſembly, 1645, (where theſe very Men, Meſſrs. Blair and 
Livigg ſine, two of the happy Inſtruments of che Revival of Re- 
ligion in Ireland, were preſent, us well as a Multitude of our 
moſt zealous Men, ) ſeeing ſurtber into Oonſequences, and that 
certainly theſe Days would prevent that Frequeney of Commu- 
nion, Which God had-fo much bleſſed in Jrefund, framed the Re- 
gulations of that Aſſembly which now appears ſo frigbtſul. It 
were worth ſome Peoples while to read: over the Liſt of that Aſ- 
ſembly who made theſe Orders unanimouſly, and then (ſetting 
aſide the gcriptutes) reſſect on the Debeney of Juſtice, of the 
Reproaches and Oppoſition no made to the very ſame Thing 
which they approved of. „ee eee e ee, eee 
As to the Faſt- Days, I ſuppoſe we muſt look back again to 
Ireland for them; for in Mr. Livingſtone and Blair's Lives we 
read of a monthly Meeting for faſting at Antrim, where four Mi- 
niſters uſually preached ; and tho? this could not be before every + 
Sacrament, as it was much oftener in theſe Bounds than twelve 


Times yearly, and far leſs neceſſary to it as now; yet, as Mr. Li- 


ving ſtone ſays, that frequently after theſe Meetings the Commu- 
nion was celebrated in one or other of their Pariſhes, I know - 
no ſuch likely Beginning to our Faſts before our Sacraments as 
this is; the rather that Biſhop Burnet ſays, Hiſtory of his Life and 
Times, P. 63. Folio Edition, That ſome Proteſters had Faſt- 
Days zer. during the Uſurpation: However, Mr. Livingſtone, at 

. ; 1 Autr in, 


Antrim, kept to his old Way, of J Sermon on Saturday and 
Monday, and a monthly Meeting in the Bourids, as we may g. 
ther from his Life, even till the Reſtoration. Tho? a greater 
Frequency, and fewer Sermons, was in Uſe at that Time, b 


ſome in Scotland, as Mr. Livingſtone ſpeaks of it with Commen- 
dation, of Mr. James Forbes, Miniſter at Abercorn, the Son of 4 


baniſhed Miniſter, and no lukewarm Man either ; for he ſays of 


bim, He was an able and zealous Preacher, who after Sermon 
a behoved to change his Shirt, becauſe he ſpake with ſuch Ve- 


* hemency and Sweating, Every Year he gave the Communion 
% four Times.“ The Times of Perſecution confirmed and in- 
creaſed (as at that Time it was natural to expect it) all theſe 

This is all, at preſent, I can ſay concerning the Hiſtory of our. 
preſent Way, and from it we may ſee, That it was the Men God 
raiſed up, uſing the Means he appointed, even Frequency in 
Communion, connected with Diſcipline, that were the Inſtru- 
ments of reviving Religion ; and that the multiplying of theſe 
Days and Sermons, as was foreſeen, by theſe very Men (1645) 
have prevented the Uſe of theſe very Means, which God bleſſed 


ſo much in their Hands, for the Flouriſhing of Religion; till 


at laſt it hath come to this,, that, with us now, it would be a 
greater Scandal for a Miniſter to have the Lord's Supper without 
a Faſlt-Day, which even our Fathers had not before their Sacra- 


ments, than it would be. for bim not to yield to the Com- 
mandment of Chriſt of eating of his Supper itſelf, for half a Score 


of Years together. 


Such Danger all may ſee there is in departing from the pure 


Ordinances ef Chriſt, and which they who wiſh Religion beſt had 


much Need to think of in this Inſtance, Prov. xxx. 5, 6. 
For the better underſtanding of ſome Things in this Paper, 


by thoſe who may not have ſeen the Glaſgow Overtwie, it is 
thought proper to inſert it here. | . 
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more frequent Celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, being laid before the Synod, by their Committee of 
bvertures, the Synod appointed a ſelect Committee to conſider 
ihereof, who reported as follous. 1 IT.” 
The Committee humbly propoſe the following Articles to the 
Conſideration of the very Reverend Synod, wherein they are un- 


animous in their judgment:t: 2 
That the general Propoſal, from the Reverend Presbytery of 


9 ow, deſerves the ſerious Regard and Attention of the Synod, 
Jat it would bave an evident Tendency to the Revival and 


promoting of true Religion, that the Lord's Supper ſhould be 


more frequently adminiſtered among us, than what generally 


- obtains, that holy Ordinance being celebrated only once a Year 


in each Pariſh, (excepting in.a few Places) and in fome Pariſhes 
but once in two Years. = 

That if this be allowed, we muſt add, that the Manner in 
which this holy Ordinance is commonly adminiſtered among us, 
greatly obſtructs the more frequent Adminiſtration of it; and 
particularly the Number of Sermons upon ſuch Occafions, and 
the many Pariſhes thereby laid vacant upon the Lord's Day, at 


accompanied with ſeveral great Inconveniencies, if not alſo, too 


often, with ſcandalous Profanations of that holy Day. 


That, from all this the Committee are of Opinion, it would IH 


be for the Intereſt and Honour of Religion, that ſome Method 
were deviſed, whereby theſe Inconvenjencies and Abuſes might 
be avoided, and the Lord's Supper more frequently celebrated, 


agreeably to the Word of God, to the Apoſtolick Practice re- 
worded therein, to the Practice of the Primitive Church, and that 
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| Uponitlic ſmeSubject,/to the Meeting of this Syn 
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. 
of all other Proteſtant Churches, as well as to ſeveral Overtures 
and Acts of Aſſembly of this Church in former T 1 | 
That, in the Opinddof the tee, it would anſwer this 
Purpo ? if the Lare Supper —— at leaſt four Times 
a Year in every Pariſh; and that only one Day in the preceding 
Week, efther as rg v. ee ee Pay n public 
ing of Preparation; and that the Sacrament were adminiſtered 
on the ſame Sabbath in albthe Pariſhes of the ſame Presbytery at 


leaſt. | 1 3: LV | | 
And laſtly, That it may be proper the Synod appoint the ſe. 


veral Presbyteries of their Bounds, to meet for conſidering the 


above Propoſal, and report their) Judgmait do the ſdvenl Arti- 
cles thereof to the Synod in April next, in order to the framing 
of an Overture from their Synod, to be tranſmitted to next Ge- 


neral Aſſembly ; and that this be 9 to the Correſpon- 
Sy nods, at their next 


dents, do be laid beſore the neighbouring 


The Bynod, having heard and conſidered the above Report, 
dic approve of the fame, and accordingly ttatiſmitted the faid 


Overture to the ſeveral Presby teries, and appbinited them to takt 


t under their ſerious Cortfideration, after Having advertiſed all 
their Members to attend punctually the Diet br Diets to be 
named for that Purpoſe, and that every Member be requifed to 


| 3 that Sübfect, and that the Presbyteries 


Lend their Opiniotis/in Writipg to the next Synod, upon this 
Overtute, or any other Propoſal, they may think N offer 
pe in April next. 


+ "Extratted by _ 
"THO. WALKER, Su. Cl. 
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In this Overture, there are References to two old Ads of Aﬀems 


bly, one in 1638, Seſſ. 23. 24. about the more frequent Admi- 
2 of this Ordinance, declaring the Charges of the Ele- 
ments be rather paid out of that Day's Collection, than that the 


Congregation want the more frequent Iſe of the Sactament 


The other Act is of Aſſembly 1645, where many Directions «- 
bout the orderly Adminiſtration of the Supper are appointed, 


which every one may ſee by turning to Dandg/i's Abrigerent- | 
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rural Way, about the Lords upper. were obo 
ing a 1 The Bud cipte which -att along is gone upon, log 
That in uſing Means ſor promoting Chriſt's Religion, the 1 

Succeſs and Bleſſing is to be expected upon ſuch as are of Chriſt's 
Appointment; and the Right or Whom of what is faid in this 
Letter turns intirely on this Hinge. | 

A great and inconvenient Diſtance from the Preſs hath hin- 

dered an exacter Printing. The Reader is particularly deſired to 
obſerve, in Page 24. that the long Paragraph, beginning at the 
7th Line from the Bottom, with theſe Words, All Antiquity, etc. 
and endin "g in Middle of Page 25th, was a Note in the original 
Copy, deſigned to correſpond with, and to illuſtrate theſe Words 
n Line 25th of Page 24th, (with too much Regard probably to the 


Hering, ) but which now, by ſome Miſtake, is placed in the _ - 


Body of the Page, which the Author the rather wiſhes had not 
happened, as it interrupts an Argument, which, if his own 
Judgment were to be taken, is none of the leaſt important, nor 
improper to be attended to by us, which have occurred to him on 
this Subject. 

Some of the Pointings are alſo unhappy enough, e. g. in Page 
67. at Line 15. there ſhould be neither Point nor new Line, as 
a Sentence there is divided by them. 

Readers are ſeldom at the Trouble of looking at the Errata, 
"= it is deſired, when the Senſe or Grammar here is found to 

much marred, as is too often the Caſe, that theſe following 
may be turned to, if happily they may ſatisfy the Miſtake, as this 
was the only Way left the Author to correct ſuch Things, 

| P. 2. 


tions about. what be was ' 
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P. 2. 1. 23. dele for. I. 24+ for bave, r. And. P · 9. l. 4 for 
eli 1. 23. F. the other, 7 other. Fu 2 J. 7. 163 9 2 as the A. 

le. I. 28. f. afterepargs, r. (afterwards, Aft xxvi. 16.) l. ult. f. 4 
I eſbip, r. 22 th 3 Gentiles. p. 11. 1. 3. f. Benſon Sk 
Place, f. Benſon on the Aﬀfi, Vol. 2. chap.”1. Ib. I. 14. f. on this, r. in this, 
15. I. 13. f. frequent, r. fitting for frequent. p. 17. 1. 8. f. bad theſe, r. 
bis; p. 19. I. 7. from Foot, f. and the, r. in the. p. 21. I. 22. f. as 
were, r. whereof were. I. 24. f. Latches, r. Lateneſs. p. 25. I. 4. f. Trea, 
ner, r. Treariſes. p. 26. I 12. f. Eafter, r. Aeftar. p. 28. I. 13. from 
Foot, f. in, r. their. p: 39: I. 7. f. ſuch, r. that ſuch, p. 31. I. 4. from 
ttom, f. thy, r. the Proteflants. p. 35. |. 5. f. receiving, r. receiving it, 
I. 11. f. we bad, r. (if it might be called ſo.) we bad. p. 38. I. 14. from 
trom, f. arrive, r. endeavour habitually. p. 39. l. 3. f. the Table, r. bis 
able. p. 42. I. 11. dele beffow. ib. I. 13. from Bottom, f. recollectad, r. 
collected. p. 43. I. 10. from Bot. f. neareſt, r. naarer. p. 45. 1: 12. dele 
who. p. 46. J. 7. f. eftner, r. often. p · 53. J. 2. f. praying, re ing. 
ib. I 13. f. thts, r. the, p. 56. I. t3. f. many, r. ia any. p. 60. J. 6. f. 
Ordinance, r. Ordinances, p. 62. 1. 4. f. very, r. . very. p. 68. I. 14. 
from Bot, f. fludied, r. Study. ib. I. 4. f. if, r. er . p. 72. I. 13. f. pro- 
cured, r. be procured. ib. E 14. dele and. p. + I. 5. from Bot. f. open, 
r. be open. p. 77. I. 14. f. is Edification, r. of Zdißcatien. ib. I. 4. from — 
f. tbit, x. it. p. 79. I. 7. f. and in, r. is. ib. I. 11. f. inthe, r. is the, 
p+81.-1, 15. f. and u, r. and us the fairer Occafion, p. 82, I. 12. f. make 
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